ff 
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« Le Sy! phs and 8y 5 vids | 
„ Fays, Fairies, Ge Hes, and Demons, bear? 


4% Ye know the ſpheres, And various taſks aſſigu d 


% By laws eternal to th' atrial kind: 

„ Some in the fields of pureſt zther play, 

& And baſk, and whiten, in the blaze of day; 

« Some guide the courſe of wand'ring orbs on bigh, 

% Or roll the planets thro the boundleſs {ky : 

% Our humbler province is to tend the Fair, 

Not a leſs pleaſing, nor leſs glorious care.” 
Pore's Rape of the Lock. 
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cauſe at once. Ian convinced I e a fill 
thing; and yet Ioan produce thouſands who'daily* 
the ſame with, perhaps, not ſo. good a motibelas my. 
ſelf. In ſhort, not to puzzle you. ioo mach, Which 
I know'is extremely — u man who loves fo 
have every ching as clear us a propoſition in Euclid”, 
your friend (now don't lau gh) is married. Marciedy - 
Aye, why not? don't every bod y'marry?{thoſe who 
Ard ts to have heirs of Ton own; and thoſe 
1 n gay wal Iten eee eee 
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IT is a rcermin if gn ob 4 man's: caule!beingibad, 
when he is obliged to quote precedents in the. x _ 
of others, io excuſe his oCõn. You ſee give up m 6 


rns run 
who have notbing, to get Something ; ſo, according 
to my ſyſtem, every body marries. "Then why that 


fare of aſtoniſhment ? that look of unbelief? Ves, 


thou infidel,” I am married, and to foth a woman! 


though, notwichſtanding her beauty and other ac- _ 
complithments, I ſhall be half afraid to preſent her 


in the world, ſhe's ſuch a ruſtic ! one of your ſylvan 
deities: Bur T was mad for her. © So you have 
been for half the women in town.” Very true, 
my Lord, fo I have, till I either gained them, or ſaw 
others whoſe image ' obliterated theirs. You well 
know, love with me has ever been a laughing God, 
1 -V Roſy lips and cherub ſifiles,” none of Its black 
| deſpaiting looks have I experienced, -.. 
What vill the world ſay ? How will ſome exult 


F1- aat tie at Aut taken. ü in! What, the gay ſeducive 


Stanley ſthackled!  - - 

ut, Lapprehend, your Lordſhip will wiſk to be 
informed how the 5 ſmiling ' miſchief” ſeized me. 

Well, you ſhall have the full and true particulars of 

the matter how, the time when, and place where. 


I muſt, however, look back. Perhaps I have been 


100 precipitate— 1 might poſſibly have gained the 
charming maid at a leſs expence than © adamantine 
- ** everlaſting chains,” — But the bare idea of loſing 
her made every former reſolution of never being en- 
flaved appear as nothing. — Her looks would warm 
he Cool boſom” of ages" TOE 'texape an Anthorite 
to ſin. oF" ann : 
I could ve ;oformed: . ma nt better me- 
| thod, and have led you on through a flowery path; 
but as all my elaborate ſketches muſt have ended in 
this diſaſtrous truth, I am married, ] thought it quite 
as well, c let you into that important ſecret at once. 
As I have divided my diſeourſe under three heads, I. 
will, „H Io! ſome r e -with 
be fe 7 
* 1 you may nee (though perbaps 
dhe  burgu . 2 have waſhed away your powers 
0f deal pretiy Wy" one nbrning at -the 


hatched- 127 


— 
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Thatched-houſe, to proceed as far as Wales to viſit 
Lord 6 — 1 I did- not find ſo- much ſpor t as Jex; 
: peted in his Lordſhip's grounds; and within doors, 
two old-faſhioned maiden ſiſters did not promiſe ſuch 
as is ſuited to my taſte, and therefore pretended.let- 
ters from town, which required my attendance, and 
in conſequence made my congẽ and departed. . .On:my - 
journey —as I had no immediate buſineſs any where, 
- favethat which has ever been my ſole employ, amuſe- 


ment, I reſolved to make litile deviations from the 


right road, and like a ſentimental traveller pick up 
what I could find in my way conducive to the chief 
end of my life. I ſtopped at a pleaſant village ſome 
diſtance from Abergavenny, ' where I reſted ſome 
time, making little excurſive progreſſions round the 
country. Rambling over the | cloud; capt mountains 
one morning, a morning big with the fate of moor- 
een your friend from the ridge of a preeipice 
I beheld, to me, the moſt delicious game in the hoſ- 
pitable globe, a brace pf, females, unattended, and, 
by the ſtile of their dreſs, though far removed from 
the vulgar, yet ſuch as did not beſpeak them of eur 
world. I drew out my glaſs to take a. nearer. ken, 
-when- ſuch: beauties ſhot from one in particular, that 
ſired my ſoul, and ran thrilling through every vein. 


That inſtant they turned from, me, and ſeemed to be 


bending their footſteps far away. Mad with the wiſh 
of a neater view, and fearful of loſing fight of them, 
T haſtily ſtrove to deſcend. My eyes ſtill fixed on 
my lovely object, I paid no regard to my ſituation, 
and, while my thoughts and every faculty were ab- 
ſorbed in this pleaſing idea; ſcrambled. over rocks 
and precipices fearleſs of conſequences; which how- 
evet might. have concluded rather unfortunately, and 
ſpoiled me:for: adventure; for, without the leaſt 
Warning, Which is often the caſe, a piece of earth 
gave way, and down my worſhip rolled to the bot- 
tom. The height from whence I had fallen, and the 
rough encounters I had met with, ſtunned me for. 
eme ume, but when I to my tecollection, I 
Mar 2 85 


Was 


voured to aſſiſt me in riſing, but their united efforts 


THE SYLPH: 

was charmed to ſee my beautiful girls 4 running towards 
me. They had ſeen: my fall, and, from, my lying 
il, concluded I was killed; they expreſfed great 
joy on hearing me ſpeak, and moſt obligingly endea- 


were in vain; my leg was broken. This was a 


great-ſtheck' to us all. 


In the ſweeteſt accents: they 
condoled me on my misfortune, and offered every 


aſſiſtancę and conſolation- in their power. To a ge- 


nius ſo enterprizing as myſelf, any accident which 


furthered my wiſhes of making an acquaintance with 
the object I had been purſuing, appeared trivial, 
when the advantages preſented themſelves to my view. 
1 fat therefore like Patience on a monument, and bore 
my misfortune with a ſtoical philoſophy. J wanted 
much to diſcover who they were, as their appearance 


was rather equivocal, and might have pronounced 


them belonging to any ſtation in life. Their dreſs 
was exactly the fame: white jackets and petticoats, 
with light green ribbands, &c. I aſked ſome queſ- 
tions, which I hoped would lead. to the point I with- 


ed to be informed in: 


their anſwers were polite, but 


not ſatisfactory; though I cannot ſay. they were 
wholly evaſive, as they ſeemed artleſsly innocent; 


or, if at all xeferved, it was the reſerve which na- | 
One of them: ſaid, I was in 


tive modeſty teaches. 
great need of inſtant aſſiſtance; and ſhe had intereſt | 


enough to procure. ſome from an houſe not very diſ. 


tank from us: on which, -th 


ey were both going. I 


intreated the younger one to ſtay, as I ſhould be the 


moſt wretched of all mortals if left to my e 


46 


4 


0, ſaid ſhez-** in order to relieve hs wretched- 
| neſs,” +I fixed my eyes on her with the moſt ten- 
der languor J could aſſume; and, ſighing, told her, 
it was in her power alone to give me eaſe, ſince 


„„ ſhe was the cauſe of my pain: her charms had 
a 


dazzled iny eyes, and occaſioned that falſe ſtep 
which had brought me ſooner than I expected at 
her feet.“ She ſmiled; and anfwered,.** then it 


was — incumbent on her to be as quick as po- 
« {ible 


* 


— 


«ſary? At that inftant they ſpied an berdſinan, 


ness, and aſſiſted to place me on this litter, and beg- 


was carried tor a very; good- looking houſe on the fide 
of a wood; and placed on a bed in a room hand- 


After lying ſome time in a ſilent ſtate, I ventured 


Mr. Grenville ſtopped me ſhort, nor would ſuffer me 


THE NV EDE rr 


es. ſible in procuring me every accommodation neceſ- 


not far off. They called aloud, and talking» with 
hini fome little time, without ſaying a word further 
to me, tripped away like tworfairies. - F 'aſked- the 
peaſant who thoſe lovely girls were. He not anſwer- 
ing, I repeated my quettion louder, thinking him 
deaf; but, "ſtaring al me with a ſtupid aſtoniſhment, 
he jabbeied our ſome barbarous. ſounds, which I im- 

mediately! difcovered'to be a Welſh language I knew 
no more than thd Hottentotts. I had flattered myſelf 
Withebeing, by chis fellow's aſſiſtance, able to diſco- 
ver ite real” ſituation of theſe fweet gitls: indeed 
hoped to have found them within my reach; for, 
though L was at that moment as much in love as a 
man with a broken. leg and bruiſed body could be ſup- 
poſed, yet I had then not the leatt thoughts of ma- 
uimonpy, I. give you my honour. Thus diſappointed 
in · my views, I reſtod as contented as I could hoping 
better fortune By and by. a3 WM e 
In a/little:itime & perfon, who had the appearance 
of a gemleman, approached with: three other ſer- 
vants, who carried a gate, on which was laid a fea- 
ther: bed. Hegaddreſſed : me with 'the utmoſt polite- 
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ged to have the honour of attending me to his houle.. 
Lreturned his civilities with the ſame politeneſs, and 


ſomely furniſhed. A ſurgeon came a few hours after. 
The fracture was reduced; and as I was ordered to 
be kept extremely quiet, every one left the room, 
except my kind hoſt, who ſat ſilently by the bed- 
ſide. This was certainly genuine hoſpitality, for 1 
was wholly unknown; as you: may ſuppoſe: however, 
myrfigure, beiug that of a gentleman; and my diſ- 
treſfed ſituation, were ſufficient recommendations. 


to breathe out my grateful acknowledgments; but 


*- 


- to 


P 


attendance. 
might be of ſervice to me in gaining ſome intelligence 


AS 


s HE STEP HI 
to ſay one word that might tend to agitate my ſpirits. 
1 told him, I thought it abſolutely neceſſary to inform 
him who I was, as the event of my accident was 
uncertain.» I therefore gave a conciſe "account of 


myſelf, - He defired to know if I had any friend to 


"whom I would wiſtr to communicate my ſituation. 1 
begged hinr to. ſend to the village I had left that 


morning for . as J ſhould be glad of bis 
Being an adroit fellow, 1 judged he: 


about the damſels in queſtion: but I was very near 


never wanting him again; for, a fever coming on, I 
was for ſame days hovering over the grave. A god 


<onſtitution at laſt got the better, and I had nothing 
to combat but my broken limb, which was in a fair 
way. I had a moſt excellent nurſe; a houſe-keeper 
in the family. My own ſervant likewiſe waited on 
me. Mr. Grenville ſpent a part of every day with 
me; and his agreeable converſation, though rather 
too grave for a fellow of my fire, affòrded me great 
comfort during eee ee yet ſtill [ſomething 
was wanting; till I: could heat news of my charming 
wood nymphs. | i 5 


One morning I: ſtrove to make my old nurſe talk, 


and endea voured to draw her out; ſhe ſeemed a little 
my. Taſked her a number. of queſtions: about my 
generous: entertainer ; ſhe rung a peal in his- praiſe. 


I then aſked: if thete were any prey giils in the 


neighbourhood; as I was a great admirer of beauty. 
She laughed, and: told me. not to let my thoughts 


wander that way yet a while; I was yet too weak. 


«. Not to talk of beauty, my old: girl,” ſaid I. 


« ye; aye,” ſhe” anſwered; ** but: you: look as if 
#* miking would not content you.” I then told her, 


--ſeen: the: Iovelieſt girl in the world among the 
elſni mountains, not far from hence, who IJ found: - 
was acquainted: with this family, and I would reward 
ker handſomely if ſhe could procure me an interview 
with her, when ſhe ſhould judge I was able to talk 
of love in a proper ſtyle. - I — I ors 
1 Hp | 2 


r ”_ EH 
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I had ſeen, and freely confeſſed the impreſſion one of 


them had made on me. As ſure as you are alive,” 


* the old cat, © it was my daughter. you. ſaw.” 
Your daughter !“ 1 exclaimed, is it poſſible. for 
« your daughter to be ſuch an angel! * Good lack!” 


„ Why not? What, becauſe Jam poor, and à ſer- 


« vant, my daughter is not to be fleſh and blood. 25 
«. By heaven ! but ſhe is,” ſaid I, „and ſueh fleſh 
« and blood, that 'I would: give A thouſand pounds 
4% to take her to town with nie. What fay you, mo- 
«6 ther. 3. will you let me ſee her?ꝰ 1e tell,“ 
ſaid the, ſhaking her head: To be- ſure, my girl! oj 
40 handſome, 40 might make her fortune i in town; 
for ſhe's as virtuous as ſhe's poor,” ** I. promiſe- 
« you,” ſaid I, „ if the is hot boliſtr enough to be 
too kerupylous about one, Iwill take care to re- 


move the other. But, when ſhall” I fee her pn 


Lord ! you conf net be i in ſuch 2 hurry; all in 
1 good: time.” - With this aſftitance, and theſe hopes, 
L. Was conſtrained to remain fatisfied for fome time: 


rhough the old wench every now and then would flats 


ter a paſſions by extolling the charms of her daugh- 
ter; and above all, commending her ſweet compliant 
diſpoſition; a circumſtance 1 p bt in my favour, 
as it would render my conqueſt leſs aiduous,! I o- 
a ionally aſked Vet of the family whom the: ſerved. 
She emed rather, Jeſerygy 0 on this ſubject, though, o- 
Pjous: enough. on any ot She informed me, how - 
ever, that 15 Grenville had two daughters ;. but no 


more to be compared with hers, than ſhe was; and 


that, as ſoon as I was able to quit my Vene we 

they would be introduced to me. 40 
As m) ſtrength incteaſegl, my talkative 5 nurſe grew 

more eloquept in the Praifes of. her child; and by 


f Hoſe praiſes inflamed ty pajſion to the: hig tick” licks 


thought every day an bas till F again beheld. rs 


reſolving to begin my attack as ſoon as .polfible, and 


indulging the idea, chat my 1afk would, through 


the intervention of the mother, be carried on with 
3 Vent Rene Thus I wiled away the time when 1 


Was 
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was left to myſelf, Vet, notwithſtanding I recovered; 
moſt amazingly faſt conſidering my accident, I thought 


3 * 


- theiconfinement plaguy tedious, and was heartily glad - 


when my ſurgeon gave me permiſſion to be conveyed- 


into a dreſſing- room. On the ſecond day of my emi- 


gration from my bed- chamber, Mr. Grenville inform- 


ed me he would, bring me acquainted. with the reſt of 


his family. I aſſured him I. ſhopld. receive ſuch an 
indulgence as a mark of his unexampled politeneſs- 
and humanity; and thould endeavour. to be grateful 
for ſuch favour. I now. attained the height of my 
withes ; end at the ſame time fuſtained a ſenſible and 
mortify ing diſappointment: for, in the afternoon;. 
Mr. Grenville entered the room, and in either hand 
ane of the lovely gitls J had ſeen, and who were che 


plimaty gguſe of my accident. Lattained the ſummit 


of. my wiſhes ip again beholding my charmer z hut 


hen the was introduced under the character of 
daughter to my hoſt, my. fond hopes were inſtanjly 
Guſhed. How gould I be ſuch, a villain as to attempt 


the ſeduftion. of the: daughter of a man to whom I 


Jas bound by ſo man ties? This refleQion Camyed. 


ſhed. in my face when I, firſt Jaw, 
her, I paid my compliments to the fair ſiſterg with 
an embarraſhyent in my air. not, uſual to a man pf the 
World; but which, however, was, not perceptible to 
my innocent companions. They talked over, my ad- 
venture, and. congratulated my recovery with ſo much 

'00d-nature as endeared them both to, me, at the 

ame time that I inwardly curſed the charms that en- 
flaved me. Upon the whole, I do not know whether 
pain or pleaſure was, predominant through the courſe 
af the day; but I found I loved her more and more 
every moment. Uncertain what my. reſolves or, in. 
tentions were, I took my leave of them, and returned 
my. toom with matter for refteCtion; ſufficient to 
keep-me waking the beſt part of the night. My old 


the. Joy which fluſt 


tabby did not adminiſter a ſleeping potion to me, by 
- the.copverſation I had with her afterwards on the ſub- 


« Well, 
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« Well, Sir,” the aſked, how do you like my 
5 L e daughters ?” Not ſo well as 1 ſhould 
your daughter, I can tell you. What the devil 
0. did you mean by your curſed long harangues about 
her beauty, when you knew all the while ſhe was 
1 not attainable?“ “ Why not? the is diſengaged; 
Is of a family and rank in life to do any man cre- 
4 dit; and you are enamoured of her * ue but 
% F have no. inclination to marry. ? i 
And you cannot hope to ſacceed on any avher 
terms, even if you could form the plan of diſho- 
% nouring the daughter of a man of ſome conſe- 


« quence in the world, and one who has- een you 


40 ſuch kindneſs !” 


out ſagacity mp to be right In your con- 


« jecture. “. 
Bat you would have 15255 no -ſeruples of conſei- 
« ence in your deſign on my daughter.” - 


Not much, I eonfeſs; money well applied kt | 


4 have ſilenced the world, and I ſhould have left it 
to cher and your prudence to have done the reſt.” 
And do you:ſuppoſe; Sir, ſaid ſhe, * that the 
** honour:of my: daughter is not as valuable to me; 
© becauſe I ani placed ſo much below you, as that 
<« of: the daughter of the firſt man in the world? 
Had this been my child, and, by the various arti- 


« fices you might have put in practice, you had tri | 


** umphed over her virtue; do you ſuppoſe, I ſay, 


„ little paltry. droſs would have been a — 2 7: 


«© no, fir, know me better than to believe any worldly 
© advantages would” have ſilenced my wrongs. My 
child, thank heaven, is vittuous, and far removed 
4 from the:danger of meeting with ſuch as Tam ſorry 
«© to find you are; one, who would bafely rob the 
poor of the only privilege they | poſſeſs, that of be- 


ing innocent, while you cowardly ſhrink at the idea 


* atracking a woman, who, in the eye of a venal 
% world, has a ſufficient fortune toivarnith over the 


- loſs of reputation. I confeſs I knew not the de- 


K ptaviiy of your heart !zill the other day, I by acci- 
; 3 2 dent 
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4 dent heard part of a converſation between you and 


(0 


your ſervant; before that, I freely own, though J 
thought you not ſo ſtrict in your morals as I hoped; 
yet I flattered myſelf your principles were not cor- 
rupted, but imputed the warmth of your expreſſions 
to youth, and à life unclouded by misfortune. F 
further own, I was delighted with the impteſſion 
which my young lady had made on you. I fan- 
cied your paſſion diſintereſted, becauſe you knew 
not her ſituation in life; but now | know you too 
well to ſuffer her to entertain a partiality for one 
whoſe ſentiments are unworthy a man of honour, 
and who can never eſteem virtue though in her 
lovelieſt form.” 33 8 


Upon my ſoul! mother, cried I, (affecting an 


40 
66 
46 
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* 
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air of gaiety in my manner, which was foreign to 
* my heart, for I was curſedly chagrined,) you have 


really a fine talent for preaching ; why what = 
deleable ſermon have you delivered againſt imple 


' fornication, * But come, come, we muſt not be ene- 
mies. I aſſure you, with the utmoſt ſincerity, I 


am not the fad dog you think me. I honour and 
revere virtue even in you, who, you muſt be ſen- 
ſible, are rather too advanced in life ſor a Venus, 
though I doubt not in your youth you made many 
a Welſh heart dance without a harp. Come, I ſee 
you are not ſo angry as you were. Have a little 
compaſſion on a poor young fellow, who. cannot, 
if he wiſhes it, run away from your frowns, Iam 
tied by the leg, you know, my old girl. But to 
tel} you the ferious truth, the cauſe of the air of 
diffatisfation which I wore,. was, my apprehenſion 
of not having merit to gain the only woman that 
ever made any impreſſion on my heart; and like» 
wiſe my fears of your not being my friend, from 


the ludicrous manner in which I had before treat- 


ed this. affair.” —t added ſome more prevailing ar- 


guments, and ſolemaly atteſted heaven to witneſs 
my innocence of actual ſeduction, though I had, 1 
voniciled with blu ſbes, indulged in a few fathionable 
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pleaſures, which, though. they might be filed crimes 
amo g the Welt mountains, were nothing in out 
world. In ſhort, I omitted- nothing (as. you will ſup⸗ 
poſe by the lyes I alteady told ef my. inet of 
actual augen, and ſuch ſtuff⸗ N 1 thought . 
conducive. to the cohciliating | pinion, or at 
leaſt a better than ſhe ſeeine 18181 e at preſ; ſent. 
When T argued the matter over in my own wind, 1 
knew not on what to detetmine. Reflection never 
agreed with me.; I hate it confoundediy It brings 
with it a conſumed long ſtring of paſt tranſaftions, 
that bore me to rad. and is worſe than. a fit of 'the 
bypochondriac. Les favoured to lole my difagreta+ 
ble c 1 7 in the an of 5 but the di vil a 
bit: che idea of the taptures I Thbuld'taſte' in thoſe 
bf my lovely Julia's, drove the 4768 0 God from m 
eye · Ido ei my pleaſurable ſenſations were dampe 
by the enormons, par rchaſe I-muſt in all probäbility 
pay for ſuch a delightful privileg e: after-examinin 
the buſineſs every way, I concluded it as I'do-mo 
things which require mature deliberation, eft it to 
work 5 way in the beſt & fot dit could, an mak- 
c ance, the- n in the of c uſes, 
hs Bir er of niy fate. He fn We e 
Ino ſaw my Julia daily, and the encreaſe of paſ- 
n was the conſequence of every interview.” You 
have often told' me Iwasa fellow of no ſpeculatioh | 
or thoyght': I preſume to ſay, that in the point ib 
queſtion, though you may conceive be running hand 
oyer head to eſtruQiot, I haye ſhewn a great deab 
of fore-thought ; and that the ſtep have taken is 
an infallible proof of i I Charming as both ot. 
think the lady Betty Sand lady Bod et's,' 120 fait 
have found them. too, x pats neither vod nor 1 
ever intended to take any one. o them' for better, for 
worſe x nerve hay baſh ell r 75 an ene ae 
ering into tþ als o „ of, ma lig. i 9 WI 
| wi e A little 1 and Gmetiujes hen 
With a mattisd woman I obd mucli rather that 
ay — _ like Cal's, mould hot be fuſpeRed? whete 
; them 
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TER is it ſo likely to meet: with 2 woman of real vir⸗ 
we 11 in the lap of 1 innocence 4 The women of out 
-Wor le weth that they may have; the greater Print: 
by for Fading dl diſſipated lives, Knowing them io 
AS Ido, Ct duld have no chance of happineſs 
wit ae theic, claſs—and yet one muſt one time 
or other ſettle ſoberly and raile a brood,” —And why 
not. now, while « every artery beats rapidly, apd, Fr | 
ture i is alive? Vo CURE: 
However, it does not ſi pnify biinging N 
ment, or that, to juſtify my procedure.; I could. not 
F otherwiſe than 1 have done. I was: mad; ahſor 
5755 dying Joi her. 7 heaven! ] never. ſaw 0. ma⸗ 
beauties under ope form. here 4 is not a imb. or 
rams whieh I have not adored in as man War rent 
women; here, they are all aſſembled vic great- 
eſt harmopy : and yet the. wants, oe poi * the 
| world: a Je ne ſea? quoi, a ng 1 Sent. which no- 
but mixing with pe ao can give - 
Gab,» as ſhe i is extremely Tg Tha ve, hopes oY ſhe 
| wi, not diſg race the Er of Stanle om | 
Shall Iwh 15 ſecret—but publith f it not 
ihe ſtreets of Alſkalon—lI could almoſt with my 20 : 
life had paſſed in the ſame innocent tranquil manner 
it hab now. fer ſeyeral weeks. No. . tumultuous | 
thought, Which, as they are too, often excited by 
0 exceſs, muſt be loſt and drowned in ust 
o curſed qualms of con Clence,, w lich will appa 
the wbft. hard af 1 us, whet nature ſickens after the 
Fatigue of a debauch. Here all is peaceful, becauſe 
all is innocent; and yet What voluptuary can figure a 
higher joy. than 1 at preſent experience in the poſleſ- 
| fo on of the moſt lovely of h her ſex, who thinks it 
her duty to contribute to my pleaſure, and whoſe 
every thought ih can read . her expreſſive counte- 
eG, Oh! that I may ever ſee her with the ſame 
eyes [ do at this moment! if Vhy cannot T renounce. a 
wa grld, d, the Wi of, which 4 + have ſeen and deſpiſe 
Aw oy. foul What attachments have I to it, 
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guilty ones excepted ? Ought I to continue them, 
when I have ſworn—Ob ! Chriſt! what is come to 


miracles ? but you cannot inform me—having never 


know when I - ſhall quit, what appears to me, my 


| loſe your old companion, No, no, not quite ſo bad 
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me now? can a'virtuous connexion with the ſex work 


made ſuch : and who the devil can, till they marry 
—and then it is tos late 2 tlie die is caſt. 

T hope you will thank me for making you my con- 
fidant—and, what is more, writing you ſo enormous 
a long letter. Moſt likely I ſhall enhance your obli- 
gation by continuing my correſpondence, as I do not 


earthly paradiſe. Whether you will congratulate me 
from your heart I know not, . becauſe you may poſſibly 
imagine; from ſome virtuous emanations which have 
burſt forth in the courſe. of this epiſtle, that you ſhall 


neither though I am plaguy ſqueamiſh at preſent, a 
little town air will ſet all to right again, and I ſhall 
no doubt fall into my old track with redoubled alacrity 
from this receſs. -- So don't deſpair, my old friend: 
you will always find mea 
S344 4 4 1 nn BI! 
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Even in Paradiſe 'unhleft. Do * know I 
and ſea- coal in your regions. 


be among you, and that pre 


good buſband : 
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nguiſhing for 72 ; 

be vapqured to 

death if I ſtay here much egg Her is nothing to 

exerciſe the bright genius with which 1 am e 0 
ome calm Walle; b Te f 


4 And days of peace do gil cee 
; * To nights of calm epoſe. | 


e unfit tq charm a foul like cle 71 >" hs love 
every thing that the e call pe, I muſt 

ently. lia, Tam 
certain, will make no reſiſtance to my > il. Faith f 
ſhe is the wife for me. Mild, A duteous, and 
innocent: I max y lead, my life juſt as I pleaſe ; and ſhe, 
dear creature f will have no idea but that ! am a voy 


though ſurrounded: with felicit — 


And when 1 am weary of coatdderieg at dag, WOT 
© To thee my delight in the evening I come. 185 
15 1 did intend, when fett I began my coireficatianes ; 
with your lordſhip, to have informed you of the 
whole proceſs of this affair; but, upon my: ſoul, you 
muſt excuſe me. Prom being idle, Lam become per- 
fectly indolent z——beſides, it is unfaſhionable to talk 
fo much of one's wife. I ſhall only ſay, J endeavour- 
ed, by all thoſe little attentions which are ſo eaſily aſ- 


Fuaned by ia, to 0 gain her e niet yang at the ſame 
time. 
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time, to make ſure work, declared wyſelf in form to 


her father. | 33 i ge ab 
One day, when J could hobble ahout, I took ocs 
caſion to ſay to Mr. Grenville, that L was meditating 
2 return for his civilities, which was no other than 
running away with his dapghter Julia : that, in the 
whole courſe of my life, I had never ſeen. a womar 
whom! thought ſo, capable, of making me happy and 
what, were, wy propoſals acceptable 0 him and. her, it 
would be my higheſt felicity to render her fituation- 
ſuch, I ſaw. the old mag was inwardly pleaſed. —la 
very. polite terms he afſured me, he ſhould. have nd 
objection to ſuch. an 2 if Julia's. heart made 
none; that although, for very. def regſons, hs 
bad quarrelled with the world, he did not with tg fg 
clude his children from partaking of its pleaſures. . He 
owned, he thought Julia ſeemed to have an inclinatiy 
on to ſee more of it than he had had an opportunity 
of ſhewing her; and that, as he had for ever renounr 
ced it, there was no protector, after a father, ſo prox 
per as à huſband. He then paid, me fome compliments, 
which perhaps, had his acquaintance been of as long: 
Banging en yours and ming, he might have thought 
rather aboye my deſert : but he knows no more: of me 
han he has heard from me,—and the devil is in it, if 
a man won't ſpeak well of himſelf when, he has an 
NH 42 5 
t was ſome time before I could bring myſelf to the 
pious reſolution of marrying.—1 was cxremely deſi- 


o 


64 
% 4 
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3 prey to the artful inſinuating practices of a man too 
well verſed in the ſcience of deceit. Marry her; 
* ſhe will do you honour in this world, and by ker 
„ virtues enſure your happineſs in the next.“ A 
* Ftovk the old matron's advice, as it fo petfectly 
àccorded with my own. wiſhes, * The gentle Julia. 
made no objection. Vanity apart, I certainly have 
ſomse attractions; eſpecially in the eyes of in innocent 
young creature, who yet never faw a reaſonable” being 
*beſides her father ; and who had likewiſe a fecret in- 
clination'to know a little how things go in the world, 
I ſhall very ſoon, gratify her wiſh, by taking her to 
Eondon,—1I am fick to death of the conſtant roul ine of 
circumſtances here be ſame to-day, to- mor roav, ant 
Jen ever, Tour mere good kind of people are really 
very inſipid fort of folks; and as ſuch totally unſuited 
to my taſte,” I ſhall therefore feave them to their 
pious meditations in a ſhort time, and whirl my little 
= into the giddy circle, where alone true joy is to 
TR wh. TT” 1 n 
I ſhalt not invite her fiſter to accompany: her; as I 
have an invincible, diflike to the idea of marrying a 
whole family. | Beſides, fiſters ſometimes are more 
quick-ſfighted than wives: and I begin to think 
{though from whence ſhe has gained her knowledge' I 
know not, I hope honeſtly !) that Louiſa is miſtreſs 
of more penetration than my r/b.—She is more ſeri- 
ous, conſequently more obſerving and attentive. 
The day of qur departure is fixed on. — Our ſuitit 
will be a Welſh fille de chambre, yclep'd Winifred, 
and an old male domeſtic, who at preſent acts in 
capacity of groom to me, and who I forſee will ſoon 
be the butt of my whole houſe ,——as he is, chief) 
_ <ompofed of Welth materials, I conclude Se hall ; 
Have fine work with him among our beaux d'eſprits 
of the motley tribe.—TI ſhall leave Taffy to work his 
way as he can. Let every one fight their -own bat- 
tles I ſay.— hate to interfere in any kind of buſineſs. 
1 burn with impattence to greet you and the reſt of 
4. 4112 4 539: $88 Þ 1 .. 36 23 V 544 4318 Fa ol IP? your 
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THE SYLPH. _ 
your confedotates, Aſſure them of my beſt wiſhes. 
I was going to fay ſervices, —but alas! I am not 


my own maſter | I am married. After that, may 1 
venture to conchide myſelf yours? 
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leave ſuch dear and tender relations, and e 
a man to whom four months ſince I was wholly a 
ſtranger! I am a wretched reaſoner at beſt. -I am 
therefore at a loſs to unravel this myſtery, It is true, 
it became my duty to follow my huſband ; but that a 
duty ſo newly entered into ſhould ſuperſede all others 
is certainly ſtrange. Yau will ſay, you wonder theſe 
thoughts did not ariſe. fooner ; they did, my dear; 
but the continual agitation of my ſpirits ſince I mar- 
ried, prevented my paying any attention to them. Per- 
haps, thoſe who have been accuſtomed to the buſtles 
of the world would laugh at my talking of the agita- 
tion of ſpirits in the courſe of an affair which. was 
carried on with the moſt methodical exactneſs; but 
then it is their being accuſtomed to buſtles, which 
could inſure their compoſure on ſuch an important oc» 
caſion. I am young and inexperienced—and what is 
worſt of all, a perfect ſtranger to the diſpoſition of 
Sir William. He may be a very good ſort of man; 
yet he may have ſome faults, which are at preſent 
unknown to me.— I am reſolved, however, to, be as 
indulgent ta them as poſſible, ſhould I diſeover any. 


— 


—And as for wy own, I will ſtrive to conceal them, 
under an implicit obedience to his will and pleafure., 
As to giving vou an account of this hurrying.place, 
it is totally out. of my power. I made Sir William 
laugh. very heartily, ſeveral times at my ignorancer 
We came into town at a place. called Piccadilly, 
Wherg there was ſuch a croud of carriages of all 1 8 
952 «a 
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that I was perfectly 1 4 and abſolutely. fright, 
ened. I begged. Sir WW b would. order the drivers 
io ſtop till they. were gone his intreaty threw, 
him almoſt into a Son leg of laughter at my ſim-, 
plicity but J was ſtill more amazed, when he tol told 
me, they. would 1 ther driving with, the ſame. vche · 


mence all night. For my part, I could not heat my; 


own voice for the continual rattle of coaches, &c.—l 


ſill co not help think ing it muſt be ſome Douce 


rejoicing. days from, the immenſe A 0 55 Wei 
I ſaw tuſhing from all quarters and vet Sit iam 
aſſured me the, town, was: very empty. « NM ercy der 


« fend us!” cried; Winifred, when. 1. informed bet | 


what her maſter had ſaid, what a place muſt. it be 
„when it is full, ſor the people have not rom to 
« walk as. it is !” I cautioned. Win, to. diſcover. her 


| Ignorance, ag little, ag. poſſible but I doubt both 


miſtreſs and maid, will be fakes of. mirth ſome; Um 
ta come. 

Thave not yet ſeep, any. thing, ag there is A, ceren 
| mony,to be obſerved. among k of rank. in this 
place. No married lady can appear in public till ſhe, 
has been propei ly introduced to their majeſties, Alas! 
what will become, of me upon an occaſion. ſo ſingu⸗ 
lat Sir William has been fo: obliging as, to beſpeak 
the protection of a, lady, Wa is perfect miſtreis of 
the etiguettes of courts. She will payne a viſit pre- 
vious to my introduction; and. under her tuition, I 
an told, I 
that 1. may acquit myſelf ſo as to gain the approbati- 
on of my huſband. Huſband ! What a ſound has that, 
when pronounced. by a girl barely ſeventeen, and 


| one- whoſe knowledge of the world is merely ſpecula- | 


tive. zone, who, born and dred in, obſcusity, 15 
ve unacquainfed with men and mannets.— Ih 

ten revolyed in my mind whaf could be the induce- 
ment of my father totat ſecluſion from the, world. : 
for what little hints 1 (and you, whoſe penetration ts 
deeper than mine). could gather, have only ſerved to 
can rinee us, he muſt have deen extremely ill tel 


by 


ave nothing to fear. All, my. hopes are, 


, 7 * 
2 4 A = — ——— 
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by it, to have been conſtrained to make a vow never 
again to enter into it, —and in my mind the very 
forming of a vow looks as if he had loved it to exceſs, 
and therefore made his retreat from it more ſolemn 
than a bare reſolution, left he might, from a change 
of circumſtances or ſentiments, again be ſeduced by 
its attractions, and by which he had fuffered fo 
Do you know, I have formed the with of knowin 
ſonie of thoſe incidents in his hiſtory which. have go- 
yerned his actions? will yon, my dear Louiſa, hint 
this to him ? He mny, by ſuch a communication, be 
very ſerviceable to me, who am ſuch a novice” 
I | foreſee I ſhall ſtand in need of inſtructors; other- 
wiſe 1 ſhall make but an indifferent figure in the 
drama. Every thing, and every body, makes an ap- 
«pearance ſo yidely oppoſite to my, former notions, 
that 1: find myſelf every moment at a loſs, and know 
not to whom to apply for information. I am appte- 
henfive'l ſhall tire Sir William to death with my in- 
terrogatories ; beſides, he gave me much ſuch a hint 
as I gave Win, not to betray my ignorance to every 
| 1 I met with ; and yet, without aſking queſtions, 
mall never attain the knowledge of ſome things 
Which to me appear extremely ſingular. The ideas 1 
poſſeſſed while amiong the mountains ſeem intirely 
uſeleſs to me here. Nas, 1 begin to think, T might. 
as well have learnt nothing; and that the; time and 
expence which were beſtowed on my education were 
all loft, ſince I even do not know how to walk a mi- 
nuet properly. Would you believe it? Sir William 
has engaged a dancing-mafter to put me into a gen- 
teel and polite method of acquitting myſelf with pro- 
ptiety on the important circumſtance of moving about 
a room gracefully. Shall T own I felt myſelf morti- 
fied” when he made the propoſition? I could even 
have ſned tears at the humiliating figure I made in 
my on eyes; however, I had reſolution to overcome 
ſuch an appearance of weakneſs, and turned it off 
with-a-ſmile, ſaying, I thought I had not ſtood har 
1 8 | | „nee 
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need of any accompliſhments, ſince I had had ſuf- 
4 ficient to gain his affections, I believe; he ſaw 1 


was hurt, and therefore took ſome pains to re- aſſure 


me. He told me, that though my perſon was 
« faultleſs, yet, from my ſecluſion from it, I wanted 
« an air of the world. He himſelf ſaw nothing but 
perfection in me; but he wiſhed. thoſe,, who were 
not blinded by paſſion, ſhould think me not only 
« the moſt beFutitul, but likewiſe, the , moſt poliſhed 
„woman at court.“ Is there not a little vanity in 


this, Louiſa ?. But Sir William is, I find, a man of 


the world; and it is. my duty to comply with eyery 
thing he judges proper to make me what he chuſes. 
Monſieur Fierville Pays me great compliments : 
who is he? you will afk. Why my dancing-maſter, 
my dear. I am likewiſe to take ſome leſſons on the 
_ harpſichord, as Sir William finds great fault with my 
fingering, and thinks I want taſte in ſinging. I always 
looked on taſte as genuine and inherent to ourſelves ; 
but here, taſte is to be acquired; and what is infi- 
.nitely more aſtoniſhing ſtill, it is variable. So, though 
I may dance and fing in taſte now, a few months 
hence I may have another method to learn, Which 
will be the taſte then. It is a fine time for teachers, 
when ſcholars are never taught. We uſed to think, 
to be made perfect miſtreſs of any thing was ſufficient; 
but in this world it is very different; you have a freſh 


leſſon to learn every winter. As a proof, they had laſt 


winter one, of the firſt ſingers in the world at the opera- 
Houſe; this winter they had one who ſurpaſſed her. 
This aſſertion you and I thould think nonſenſe, fince, 
according to our ideas, nothing can exceed perfecti- 
on: the next who comes over will be ſuperior to all 
others that ever arrived. The reaſon is, every one 
has a different mode of ſinging; a taſte of their own, 
which by arbitrary cuſtom is for that cauſe to be the 


* 


taſte of the whole town. T heſe things appear incom- 


prehenſible to me; but I ſuppoſe uſe will reconcile me 
to them, as it does others, by whom they muſt once 
Have been thought ſtrange. : Es 
£207” | - | I think 
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I think I can diſcover Sir William Stanley has 
gest ptide, that is, he is a ſlave to faſhion. He is 
Ambitibus of being 'A leading man. His houſe, his 
'equipape, and wife — in ſhort, erery thing which be- 
Tongs to him muſt be admired; and I can ſee, he is 
not a little flattered when they meet with approbation, 
although from perſons of whoſe taſte and knowledge 
of kife he has not the moiſt exalted idea. 
It wbuld look very ungrateful in me, if I was to 
make any complaints againft my ſituation; and yet 
Would it not be more ſo ig my father and you, if I 
was” not to ſuy, I Was happier * whilſt with you? I 
certainly was. I Will do Sir William che juſtice to 
fay, he contributed to make my laſt two months reſi- 
dence very pleaſant. He was the firſt lover J ever 
had, ut leaſt the firft that ever told me he loved. The 
diſtiuction he paid me certainly made ſome impreſſion 
on my heart. Every female Has à little vanity; but 1 
muſt enlarge my ſtock before I can have A Proper 
confidence in myſelf in this place. 
My finging-maſter has juſt been enbfordaces.” He is 
A very great man in his way, ſo J muſt not make him 
wait; beſides, my letter is already a pretty reaſonable 
length. Adieu, my deareſt ſiſter] ſay every thing 
'dnteous'and affectionate for me to 2 Tather's 5 an 
= youre that 1 am erer F yours,” 7079 
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| I WAs yeſterday introduced to the lovelieſh; wo- 


man in the univerſe ; Stanley's wife. Ves, thatthappy 
dog is ſtill the favourite of Fortune. How does he 


triumph over me on every occaſion! If he had a foul 


of worth, what a treafure. would; he poſſeſs in ſuch an 
angeßtl but he will ear tired even of her. What 
immenſe pains did he take to ſupplant me in the af- 


feQions of Lucy Gardner, though he has fince ſworn. 
A to you and many others he. propoſed no other ad vans: 


tage to himſelf than rivaling me and conquering her 
prejudices in my favour. He thinks I have forgot all 
this, becauſe I did not call him to an account for his 
ungenerous conduct, and becauſe I ſtill ſtyle him my 


hed 9 


flept till a proper opportunity called it forth. As to 
retaliating, by endeavouring to obtain any of his 
miſtreſſes, was too trivial a ſatisfaction for me, as he 


is too phl mag to be hurt by ſuch an attempt. 1 
elt, 


flatter my I ſhall find an opening by and by, to 
convince him I have neither forgotten the injury, or 
am of a temper to let flip an occaſion of piercing his 
heart by a method effectual and fecure. Men, who 
delight to diſturb the felicity of others, are moſt te- 
| nactous of their own. And Stanley, who has allow- 
ed himſelf ſuch latitude of intrigue in other mens fa- 
milies, will very ſenſibly feel any ſtain on his. But of 
his in future; let me return to Lady Stanley. She is 
not a perfect beauty: which, if you are of my taſte, 
vou will think rather an advantage than not; as there 
5 » 4 18 


friend ; but let him have a cate; my revenge only 
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Is generally a formality | in great regularity of features, 
and moſt times an inſipidity. In her there are neither. 
She is in one word animated nature. Her height is 
proper, and excéllently Well pröpottioned. I might 
lay, exquiſitely formed. Her" figure is ſuch, as at 
once creates eſteem, and gives birth to the tendereſt 
| &<efires. Stanley ſeemed to take pleaſure in my com- 
mendations. I wanted you to fee her, my Lord,” 
aid he: © you are a man of taſte. May 1 introduce 
„Julia, without bluſhing through apprehenſion of 
c her diſgracing me? You know my E 1 
c muſt be ap lauded by the world; lovely as, I zer Se 
N. think der, Would be tlie obfect of my ba e, 
«and 1 ſhould defpiſe myſelf, if he is not admired 
5 1 by the whole court ; it is the only a apology Fecan 
©: make to myſelf for marrying at all.” What. a brute 
of z fellow it is! 1 ſuppoſe he muſt be cuckolded 
by half the town, to de convinced his wife has 
© charkis. © anime cont: e ia 148 8 25h; 1 
Lady Stanley 75 extremely Sblerpent ef ber Bufband 
er Prefent, becauſe he is the only man who has paid N 
Ber attention; but when flie finds ſhe lis the only 1 | 
man who is diſtinguiſhed by his indifference,” which 
vill ſoon be the caſe, ſhe will likewiſe ſee; and be 
© grateful for, the affiduities paid her by other men. 
One of the firſt of thoſe 1 intend to be. 1 Halt not 
© Jet you into the plan of operations at pt ſent ; dase 
it is impoſſible, kill I know more of my ground,” to 
mark out any ſcheme. Chance often performs” that 
for us, which the moſt judicious teffection cannot 
bring about; and I have, the whole campaign be- 
t aper prot Ahn A HHS Ya 
© Þthi elf pre well acquaint with t all- 
ings and weak N in Stanley 1 18 you may aſſure 
yourſelf T ſhall avail myſelf, of tbem. I do not want 
i enetration 2 Lew doubt not, „from the Free acceſs 
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only knows ſhe is handſome ; that ſecret, I preſume, | 
Nature has informed her of. Her huſband has con- 

| firmed it, and ſhe liked him becauſe ſhe found in him | 
a coincidence of opinion. But all that rapturous non-- 
ſenſe will, and muſt ſoon have an end. As to the 

beauties of mind, he has no more idea of them, than | 
we have of a ſixth ſenſe; what he knows not, he can» 
not admire, She will ſoon find herſelf neglected; j 
but at the ſame time .ſhe will find the loſs of a huſ- I 
band's praiſes awply, ſupplied by the devoirs of a hun- 
dred, all equal, and many ſuperior to him. At firſt, 
ſhe may be uneaſy; but repeated flattery will ſoon _ 
conſole her; and the man who can touch her heart, ſ 
needs fear nothing. Every thing elſe, as Lord Cheſ- + 
tetfield juſtly obſerves, will then follow of courſe. 
By which aſſertion, whatever the world may think, Y 
he certainly pays a great compliment to. the fair ſex, { 
Men may be rendered vicious by a thouſand methods; 
but there is only one way to ſubdue women, 

Whom do you think he has introduced as chaperons 
to his wife? Lady Besford and Lady Anne Parker. 
Do not you admire his choice? Oh] they will be 
charming aſſociates for her! But I have nothing to 
ſay againſt it, as I think their councils will further 
my{ſchemes. Lady Besford might not be ſo much amiſs ; 
but Lady Anne! think of her,- with whom be is be- Y 
lied if he has not had an affair. What madaefs! It | 
is like him, however. Let him then take the conle- | 
quences of his folly; and ſuch clever feilows as you 
and I the advantage of them. Adieu, dear Jack! 

I ſhall {ze you, 1 hope, as ſooq as you come to town. ' 
J ſhall want you ia a ſcheme I have in my head, but 
which 1 do not think proper to truſt to paper. | 
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Yours, 


BIDDULPH, 
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delle 580 een bY 
Laar hg you, my Juli; and whi ti fu 
ply your loſs? How'much-am alone! and yet if you + 
are happy, I muſt and will be ſatisfied. I ſhould, © 
however, be infinitely more ſo, if you had any com**+- 
panion to guide your footiteps through the devious © 
pat of life: I wiſh you ſome experienced director. 
ve you not yet made an acquaintance which may” 
be uſeful to you? Though you are prevented appear. + 
ing in public, yet Tthink it ſhould have been Sir Wil- 
liam's firſt care to provide you with ſome agreeable © 
ſenſible female friend; one who may love you as well 
as your Louiſa, and may, by having lived in the world, 
have it more in her power to be of ſervice to you. | 
My father miſſes you as much as 1 do: I will not 
repeat all he ſays, leſt you ſhould think he repents of 
his complying with Sir William's importunity. Write 
to us vary often, and tell us you are happy; that will 
be the only conſolation we can receive in your abſence, 
Oh, this vow ! It binds my father to this ſpot. Not 
that I with to enter into the world. I doubt faith- 
leſſneſs and infincerity are very prevalent there, ſince 
they could find their way among our mountains. But 
let me not overcloud your ſunſhine, I was, you know, 
always of a ſerious turn, May no accident make you 
fo, fince your natural diſpoſition is chearfulneſs itſelf! 
I read your letter to my father ; he ſeemed pleaſed 
at your wiſh of being acquainted with the incidents 
of his life: he will enter on the taſk very ſoon. There 
is nothing, he ſays, which can from the nature of 
things, be a guide to you in your paſſage through the 
world, any farther than not placing too much confi- 
dence in the proſpect of felicity, with which you ſee 
s WG yourſelf 
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yourſelf ſurrounded; but always to keep in mind, we 
are but in a ſtate of probation here, and conſequently 
but for a ſhort time: that as our happineſs is liable 
to change, we ought not to prize the poſſeſſion fo 
much as to render ourſelves miſerable when that 
change comes; neither when we are oppreſſed with 
the rod of affliction, ſhould we fink into deſpair, as we 


are certain our woe, like qurſe]ves, is mortal. wok 
ceive the bleſſing of our only parent, N With the : 


affectionate love of a tender ſiſter. 
adieu! 5 
LOUISA GREN VILLE. 
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To Janne Sex e, By ; 
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| is high time, my * 8 to account to vou 
for the whimſical journey, as you call it, which your 
friend undertook. b ſuddenly, T meant not to keep 
that, or even my motives for it, a (ſecret from you. 
The eſteem you have ever ſhewn me merited my 
moſt unlimited confidence. 

You ſaid, you thought I 10 have fm other view 
than merely to viſit the ruins of a paternal eſtate, loſt 
to me by the extravagant folly of my poor father. 
You faid true; | had indeed ſome other view; but 
alas! how blaſted is that view ! Long had my heart 
cheriſhed the fondeſt attachment for the lovelieſt and 
beſt of human beings, who inhabited the mountains, 
which once my fatker owned. My fortune was too 
circumſcribed to diſcloſe my flame; but I ſecretly in- 
dulged it, from the remote hope of having it one day 
in my power to receive her hand without bluſhing at 
my inferiority in point of wealth. Theſe thoughts, 
theſe withes, have ſupported me through an abſence 
of two years from my native land, and all that made 
my native land dear to me. 

Her loved idea heightened every joy I received, and 
ſoftened every care. I knew 1 poſſeſſed her eſteem ; 
but I never, from the firſt of my acquaintance, gave 
the leaſt hint of what I felt for, or hoped from, her. 
I ſhould have thought myſelf baſe in the higheſt de- 
gree to have made an intereſt in her boſom, which 1 
had nothing to ſupport on my fide but the ſanguine 
. wiſhes of youth, that ſome turn of Fortune's wheel 
might be in my favour. You know how amply, as 
well as unexpectedly, I am now provided for by our 


5 dear en death. 3 leverely have I felt and 
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. mourned his loſs! But he is happier than in any ſitu- 
ation which our friendſhip for him could have found. 

I could run any lengths in praiſing one ſo dear to 
me; but he was equaily ſo to you, and you are fully 
acquainted with my ſentiments on this head; beſides, | 
I have ſomething more to the purpoſe at preſent to 


communicate to you, | 
All the ſatisfaction I ever expeRed from the acqui- 

ſition of fortune was, to ſhare it with my love. Na- 
thing but that hope and -proſpe& could have enabled 
me to ſuſtain the death of my friend. In the boſom 
of my Julia I fondly hoped to experience thoſe calin 
delights which his toſs deprived me of for ſome time. 
Alas! that long indulged hope is ſunk in deſpair! Oh! 

my Spencer! ihe's loſt, loſt to me for ever! Yet what 
Tight had I to think ſhe would not be ſeen, and, being 
ſeen, admired, loved, and courted ? But, from the ſin- 
'gularity of her father's diſpoſition, who had vowed. 
never to mix in the world/;—a diſappointment of the 
tendereſt kind which her elder ſiſter had met with, 
and the almoſt monaſtic ſecluſion from ſociety in 
which ſhe lived, joined to her extreme youth, being 
but ſeventeen the day I left you in London: all theſe 
circumſtances, I fay, concurred once to authorize my 
fond hopes, —and- theſe hopes have nurſed my de- 
ſpair, Oh! I knew not how much I loved her till 
1 ſaw her ſnatched from me for ever. A few months 
ſooner, and I might have pleaded ſome merit with 
the lovely maid-from my long and unremitted attach- 
ment, My paſſion was interwoven with my exiſtence, 
—with that it grew, and with that only will it expire; 


My dear-lov'd Julia ! from my youth began 
The tender flame, and ripen'd in the man; 
My dear lov'd Julia ! to my lateſt age, 
No other yows ſhall e' er my heart engage. 


Full of the fond ideas which ſeemed a part of my-= 
ſelf, I flew down to Woodley-vale, to reap the long 
expected har veſt of my hopes. Good. God! what 

e 5 was 
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was the fatal news I learnt on my arrival! Alas! ſhe. 
knew not of my love and conſtancy ; ſhe had a few 
weeks before given her hand and no doubt her heart, 
to Sir William Stanley, with whom an accident bad 
brought her acquainted, I will not enlarge upon 
What were my feelings on this occaſion.— Words 
would be too faint a vehicle to expreſs the anguith of 
my ſoul. Lou, who know the tenderneſs of my diſ- 
poſition, mult judge-for me 
VFeſterday I faw the dear angel, from the inn from 
* whence] am writing ; ſhe, and her happy huſband 
ſtopped here for freſh horfes. I had a full view of 
her beauteous face. Ah! how much has two years 
improved each charm in her lovely perſon ! lovely 
and charming, but not for me. I. kept myſelf con- 
cCealed from her—T could hardly ſuppoit-the fight of 
her at a diſtance ; my emotions were more violent 
than you can conceive. Her dreſs became her the 
. beſt in the world; a riding habit of ſtone-coloured 
cioth, lined with roſe colour, and frogs of the ſame— 
the collar of her ſhirt was open at the neck, and diſ- 
- covered her lovely ivory throat. Her hair was in a 
little diſorder, which, with her hat, ſerved to contti- 
bute to, and heighten, the almoſt iiteſiſtible charms 
of ker features. There was a penſiveneſs in her man- 
ner, Which rendered her figure more intereſting and 
touching than uſual, I thought I diſcovered the trac- 
es of a tear on her cheek. She had juſt parted with 
het father and ſiſter; and, had ſhe ſhewn leſs con- 
gern, I ſhould not have been fo ſatisfied with her. I 
-- gazed till my eye: balls ached ; but, when the chaiſe 
- drove from the door—oh ! what then became of me! 
She's gone! ſhe's gone 1? I exclaimed aloud, wring- 
ing my hands, © and never knew how much I loved 
*C her??? T was almoſt in a ſtate of madneſs for ſome 
 hours—at laſt-my ſtorm of grief and deſpair a litile 
ſubſided, and I, by degrees, became calm and more 
_ .Tefigned to my ill fate. I took the reſolution, which 
I ſhall put in execution as ſoon as poſſible, to leave 
England. Iwill retire to the 1emaining pait of my 
. | | Frederic's 
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. Frederic's family—and,;; in their friendſhip, ſeek to 
forget then pangs: Which an habit ua dende xueis, bas 
breuskt AMPen-us- var! od cl at 25080 „ 1 
_ +», You, who: are at caſe, may. have it in your power 
40 .convey. ſome ml ſatisfaction to my wounded 
breaſt. But Why do 41 ſay, ſmall ſatisfaction 0 
- me il will be the higheſt to hear that wy Julia is hap- 
. Py. Do you'then, my dear Spencer, enquire, Among 
your acquaintance, the charactef of this, Sir William 
85 anley, Hisfigufe iz genigelgnay, rather bandtoime ; 
yet he. does not ook the mam I coul Wiſh for. her. I 
did not dji{keyer that. lopk of. renderneſs,. that ſoft im- 
: paſſioned glauge, Which virtuous love. excites ; but 
you will not expeat a tavourable pictute from a rivals 


pen. 


Julia had ſuſtained: : it-was juſt before I leit England.. 

Waile on a-vidt at Abesgaveny, the became Suni 
a Ed with a youngzgemleman of fortune, Who after tak 
ing ſome , pains ep gender hunſelf agreeable, had the 


ſatlsfactign of gaining tcheraſfections of one of the mot 
amiable girls 4 in the WO. She is all that a Woman 


can be, except being my jolia. Louiſa was at that 
time extremely attached to a lady in the ſame houſe 
with her, who was by no means a favourite with her 
lover. ＋ hey uſed, frequently. to have little arguments 
concerning het. He would not allow her any merit. 
Louiſa fancied ſhe ſaw hes own image reflected i in the 
boſom of her friend. She is warm in her attachments. 
„Her zeal for hen friend. at laſt awakened a curioſity 
in her loyer, to view. her with more ſcrutiny. He 
had been accuſtomed. to pay an, implicit abedjence to 
Louiſa's opinion; he fancied he was ſtill acquieſcing 
only in ſthat opinion when he began to, diſcover ſhe 
was handſome, and to find ſome farther. beauties which 
. Louiſa had not painted i in ſo; favqurahle a light as he 
now ſaw them. „ In. ſhort, what at firſt was only a” 
compliment to his miſtreſs, now ſeemed the due of the 
; other. He! thought, Louiſa had hardly done her juſ- 


.tice; and in ſeeking to repair that fault, he injured 


the 


| mentioned a diſappointment which the fiiter of my | 
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the woman who doated on him. Love which in ſome 

_ Gaſes is blind, is in others extremely quick-ſighted. 
Louiſa ſaw a change in his behavieu -a ſtudied civi- 
lity —an appfehenſion of not appearing ſufficiently aſſi- 
duous frequent expreſſions of fearing to offend and 

all thoſe mean arts and ſubterfuges Which a man uſes, 

| Who wants to put it in a woman's power to break 
with him, that he may baſely ſhelter himſelf behind, 
what he ſtyles, her cruelty. Wounded to the ſoul 
with the duplicity of his conduct, ſhe, one day, inſiſted 

on knowing the motives which induced him to act in 

fo diſingenuous a manner by her. At firſt his anſwers 
were evaſive; but ſhe peremptorily urged an explicit 
Ratisfaction. She told him, the moſt 2 cer- 
tainty would be happineſs to what ſhe now felt, and 
that certainty ſhe now called on him in juſtice +2 
grant her. He then began by palliating the fatal in- 
_ conſtancy of his affections, by the encomiums which 
ſhe had beſtowed on her friend; that his love for her 
had induced him to love thoſe dear to her; and ſome 
unhappy circumſtances had ariſen, which had bound 
him to her friend, beyond his power or inclination to 
break through. This diſappointment, in fo early a 
part of Louiſa's life, has given a tenderneſs to her whole 
frame, which is of advantage to moſt women, and her 

in particular. She has, I queſtion not, long ſince be- 

by Held this unworthy wretch in the light he truly de- 
8 -ſerved ; yet, no daubr, it was not till ſhe had ſuffered 
14 many 1 The heart will not recover tts uſual 
| tone in a ſhort time, that has long been racked with 
= withthe agonies of love; and even when we fancy 
i ' ourſelves quite recovered, there is an aching void, 
1 which ſtill reminds us of former anguiſh. 
I ſhall not be in town theſe ten days at left, as I 
find Ican be ſerviceable to a poor man in this neigh- 
bourhood, whom I believe to be an object worthy 
attention. Write me therefore, what intelligence 
you can obtain; and fcruple. not to communicate the 
refult of your inquiry to me ſpeedily. Her happineſs 
PF . . LATE 4 : | „% io JETT. 
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is the wiſh next my heart. Oh! may it be as ex- 
alted and permanent as I wiſh it! I will not ſay any 
thing to-you 5 you well know how dear you are te 
the boſom of your * e FD 


HENRY WOODLEY. 
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-- _ To HENRY WOO LEV, Eſq. 


— 


7 No, my dear Harry, I can never conſent to your 
burying yourſelf abroad; but I will rot ſay all I 


could on that ſubject till we meet. I think, I ſhall 


then be able to offer you ſome very powerful reaſons, 


that you will efteem ſufficient to induce you to re- 
main in your native land. —I have a ſcheme in my 
head, but which I ſhall not communicate at pre- 


Sir William Stanley is quite a man of fa ſhion.— 
Do you know enough of the world to underſtand all 


that title comprehends ? If you do, you will ſincerely 
regret your Julia is married to @ man of faſbion. 


His paſſions are the rule and guide of his actions. 


To what miſchiefs is a young creature expoſed in 
this town, circumftanced as Lady Stanley is—with- 
out a friend or relation with her to point out the 


artful and deſigning wretch, who means to make a 
prey of her innocence and inexperience of life! 

The moſt unſaſe and eritical fituation for a wo- 
man, ts to be young, handſome, and married to a 
man of faſhion ; theſe are thought to be lawful. 
prey to the ſpecious of our ſex. As a man of 
faſhion, Sir William Stanley would bluſh to be found 


too attentive to his wite ;—he will leave her to 


ſeek what companions chance may throw in her 
way, while he is affociating with rakes of quality, 
and glorying in thoſe ſcenes in which to be diſcoyer- 


ed he ſhould really bluſh, Jam told he is fond of 


deep play—aitaches himſelf to women of bad cha- 
racer, and ſeeks to eftablith an opinion, that he is 


quite the ton in every thing, I tremble for your Julia. 


Her beauty, if ihe had no other merit, making her 
| | | faſhionable, 
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ae le will induce ſome of thoſe wretches, who 
are ever upon the watch to enſnare the innocent, to 
practiſe their diabolical artifices to poiſon her mind. 
She will ſoon ſee herſelf neglected by her huſband, — 
and that will be the ſignal for them to begin their at- 
tack.— She is totally unhackneyed in the ways of men, 
and conſequently can form no idea of the extreme de- 
pravity of their hearts. May the innate virtue of her 
mind be her guide a and ſupport but to eſcape” with 
"honour and reputation will be a difficult taſk. I muſt 
ſee you, Harry. I have fomething in my mind. I 
"have ſeen more of the world than you have.—Por a 
whole year I was witneſs of the diforder of this great 
town, and, with bluſhes I write, have too frequently 
joined ii in ſome of 1 its extrayagances' and follies ; but, 
© thank heaven! my eyes 'wete- opened before my mo- 
rals became corrupt, or my fortune and conſtitution 
impaffed. our virtue and my Frederic's confirmed 
me in the road I was then deſirous of purſuing, and 
Tam now convinced 1 thall never deviate TOW the 
path of rectitude. e 
i + expeck vou in to yu With all the impatience of: A 
7 5 zealous for your happineſs and advantage: but 
>E Hh not to interfere with/any charitable or virtuous 
employment. When you habe finiſhed your affairs, 
remember * faithful 


＋ 


J. SPENCER. 
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1 Wi oled. 5 85 
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* 


URROUNDED with ee ee annere, 
bar rere, I bluſh to ſay I have hardly time to 
beſtow on my dear Louiſa. What a continual buſtle 
do I live in, without having literally any thing to do! 
All theſe wonderful preparations are making for my 
appearance at court ; apd, in conſequence of that, 
my viſiting all the plates. of public amuſement. 'T 
foreſee my head will be turned with this whirl of 
folly, Jam inclined to call it, in contradiQtion to the 
opinion of mankind, If the google I am among are 
of any character at all, I think I may compriſe it in 
few words: to me they ſeem to be running about all 
the morning, and throwing away time, in 8 
meaſures to Throw away more in the evening. Then 
as to dreſs, to give an idea of chat, I muf reverſe. 


the live of an cd bog. 4 2 | \ 


— 
— 


e What was our Jane i is now our ride? „* 


1 have had 2 | thouſand patterns of fitles biobgke me 
to make choice, and fuch colours as yet never ap- 
peared in a rainbow, A very elegant man, one of Sir 
William's friends I thought, was introduced to me 
the other morning.—lI was 3 receive him as 
a viſitor; when taking out his pocket-book, he beg- 
ged I would do him the honour td inſpect ſome of the | 
woſt faſhionable patterns, and of the neweſt taſte, | 
He gave me a liſt of their names as he laid them on 
the cuff of his coat. This you perhaps will think 
unneceſſary; and that, as colours affect the viſuak 
orb the fame in different people, I might have been 


Capable-of diſtinguiſhing blue from red, and ſo . | 
t 
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but the caſe is quite otherwiſe ; there are no ſuch co- 
lours now. This your ladyſhip will find extremely 
becoming, —it is la chewveaux de la Regne ;—but 
e the colour de puce is eſteemed before it, and mixed 
** with 4 Artois, forms the moſt. elegant aſſemblage 
„ jn the world; the Pont ſang is immenſely rich; 
« but to ſuit your ladyſhip's complexion, I would 


rather recommend the ſeuile mort, or la 'noyſette.” _ 


Fifty others, equally. unintelligible, he ran off with” 
the utmoſt facility. I thought, however, ſo importaht 
a point ſhould be determined by wiſer heads than 
mine ;—therefore requeſted him to leave them with 
me, as I.expeQed ſome ladies on whoſe tafte Þ had 
great reliance. As I cannot be ſuppoſed from the 
nature of things to judge for myſelf with any proprie- 
ty, I ſhall leave the choice of my cloaths to lady 
Besford and lady Anne Parker, two ladies who have. 
viſited me, and are to be my protectors in public. 
I was extremely ſhocked, when I ſent for a mantua- 
maker, to find a man was to perform that office, Teven 
refuſed a Jong time to admit him near me—and think- 
ing myſelf perfectly ſafe that I ſhould have him on 
my. fide, appealed to -Sir William, He laughed at 
my ridiculous ſcruples, as he called them, and farther 
told me, .** cuftom juſtified every thing; nothing 
« was indecent or otherwiſe, but as it was the ton. — 
I was filent, but neither fatisfied or pleaſed, —and 
ſubmitted,. I believe, with but an ill grace. 
Lady Besford was fo extremely polite to intereſt her- 
ſelf in every thing concerning my making a faſhionable 
appearance, and procured for me a French frizeur of 
| the laſt importation, who dreſſed hair to a miracle, awe 
dernier gout. I believe, Louiſa, I muſt ſend you a 
dictionary of polite phraſes, or you will be much at 
a loſs, notwithſtanding you have a pretty competent 
knowledge of the French, tongue. I bluſh iwenty 
times a day at my own ſtupidity, — and then fir Willi- 
am tells me, it is ſo immenſely bore to bluſh}? 
which makes nie bluſh ten times more, becauſe I don't 
underſtaod what he means by that © expreſſion, and 1 
5 am 


— 
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am; afraid to diſcover my. ignorance; and he has, not 
. patience to explain every ambiguous word he uſes, 
but cries, ſhrugging up his ſhoulders, ab ! que] ſavage 
and then compoſes his ruffled ſpirits by humming an 


1 . * : 
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„Well, but I muſt tell you; what my. dreſs, was, in 
which I was preſented. My own was a, ilver ufſue, 
. trimmed with ſilver. net, and tied up with roſes, as 
large as life, I was going to ſay. Indeed it was ve- 
ry beautiful, and ſo it ought, for it came to a moſt 
enormous ſum. My jewels are magnifigue, and, in 
- immenſe, quantities. Yo you know, I. could nat. find 
out half their purpoſes,- or what. I ſhould , dg, with 
them; for ſuch things I never, ſaw, What thould 
poor Win.apd] haye done by,queſclyes,?—Lady Bes- 
ford talked of ſending her woman to afſiſt me in dreſ- 
ſing.— I told her J had a ſervant, to whom I had been 
accuſtomed for a long time. — Ah ! for heaven's 
_ fake, my dear creature!“ exclaimed my huſband, 
don't mention the !ramontane. She might do to- 
4 lerably well for the Welſh miquntains, but. the will 
cut a moſt outre figure in the Sean monde. I beg 
„you will aecept of lady Besford's polite offer, i till. 
, you can provide yourſelf with a fille de chambre, 
% that knows on which ſide her right hand hangs.” 
| Alas! poor Winifred Jones! Her miſtreſs, I doubt, 
| has but few advantages over her. Lady Besford was 
_ laviſh in the encomiums of her woman, who had had 
the honour of being drefler to one of the aftreſſes 
r WP ANT WIT IRA 
 , Yeſterday morning the grand taſk. of my decoration 
Was to coinmence. Ah!] good Lord! I can hardly 
recollect particulars.—I am morally convinced my fa- 
ther would have been looking for his Julia, had he 
ſeen me ;—and would have ſpent much time beſore 
he diſcovered me in the midſt of feathers, flowers, and 
a thouſand gew-gaws beſide, too many to enumerate. 
+ I will, if Ican, difſeQ my head for your edification, 
ee 6 : 8 
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as it appeared to me when Menſieur permitted me to 


view myſelf in the glaſs. I was abſolutely ready to 
run from it with fright, like poor Acteon, when he 
had ſuffered the diſpleaſure of Diana; and, like him, 
was in danger of running my new acquired ornaments 
againſt every thing in my way. 2 1 ; 
Monſieur alighted from his chariot about eleven 
o'clock; and was immediately announced by Griffith, 
who, poor ſoul! ſtared as if he thought him one of 
the fineſt men in the world. He was attended by a 
ſervant, who brought in two very large caravan boxes, 
and a number of other things. Monſieur then pre- 
pared to begin his operations. —Sir William was at 
that time in my dreſſing- room. He begged, for God's 


ſake! that Monſieur would be ſo kind as to exert 
his abilities, as every thing depended on the juſt 
impreſſion my figure made,” Monſieur bowed and 


- * 


ſhrugged, juſt like an over- grown monkey. In a mo- 


ment I was overwhelmed with a cloud of powder. 
What are you doing ? I do not mean to be powder- 
ed,“ I ſaid. Not powdered!” repeated Sir Willi- 


_ | pear without, —it poſitively is not decent. | 
I thought, anſwered I, “ you uſed to admire 


am ; © why you would not be ſo barbarous as to ap- 


I» 


the colour of my hair—how often have you praiſed 


its gloſſy hue! and called me your nut-brown 


„ maid!” _ 


« Pho! pho!” ſaid he, bluſhing, perhaps leſt he 


| ſhould be ſuſpeted of tenderneſs, as that is very 


3 
' 
0 


. vulgar, © I can bear to. ſee a woman without powder 


in ſummer ; but now the caſe is otherwiſe, Mon- 
« fieur knows what he is about. Don't interrupt or 
<<, ditate'to him, I am going to dreſs. Adieu, ma 


„„ charmante!” 


With a determination of being paſſive, I fat down 


under his hands, —often, I confeſs, wondering what 


kind of being I ſhould be in my metamorphoſis, —— 


and rather impatient of the length of time, to ſay no- 
thing of the pain I felt under the pulling and frizing, 
and rubbing in the exquiſitely ſcented pomade de Venus. 


At 
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At length the words, wous etes finis, madame, au 
„% dernier gout,” were pronounced; and I rofe with 
precaution, leſt I ſhould diſcompoſe my new-built fa- 
brick, and to give a glance at myſelf in the glaſs ;— 
but where, or. in what language, ſhall I ever find 
- words to expreſs my aſtoniſhment at the figure which 
' prefented itſelf to my eyes! what with curls, flowers, 
. _ « Tibbands, feathers, lace, - jewels, fruit, and ten thou- 
fandother things, my head was at leaſt from one ſide 
| c the other full half an ell wide, and from the loweſt 
curl that lay on my ſhoulder, up to the top, Iam ſure 
"Tam within compaſs, if Iſay three quarters of a yard 
high; beſides ſix enormous large feathers, black, white, 
and pink, that reminded me of the plumes which 
nodded on the immenſe caſque in the caſtle of Otran- 
to. Good God!” I exclaimed, ** 1 can never bear 
% this.” The man afſured me I was dreſſed quite in 
taſte. ** Let me be dreſſed as I will,” I anſwered, 
« | muſt and will be altered. I would not thus ex- 
% poſe myſelf, for the univerſe.” - Saying which, I 
began pulling down ſome of the prodigious and mon- 
ſtrous fabrick, —The dreſſer of the actreſſes exclaimed 
loudly, and the frizeur remonſtrated, However, I 
— Was inflexible: but, to ſtop the volubility of the 
Frenchmant's tongue, I enquired how much I was in- 
debted to him for making me a monſter. A mere tri- 
fle! Half a guinea the drefling, and for the feathers, 
pins, wool, falſe curls, chignion, togue, pomades, 
flowers, wax-fruit, ribband, c. &c. Cc. he believes 
about four guineas would be the difference. I was al- 
moſt petrified with aftoniſhment. When I recovered 
the power of utterance, I told him, I thought at 
+44 feaſt.he ſhould have informed me what he was 
« About before he ran me to ſo much expence ; three- 
© fourths of the things were uſeleſs, as I would not 
& by any means appear in them.“ It was the ſame 
4 to him,” he ſaid, © they were now my property. 
e He had run the riſk of diſobliging the Ducheſs of 
„D, by giving me the el e of the fineſt 
bundles of radiſhes that had yet come over; but 


_ . . * 322 4 n 
* : ny = £- l — — 
f n nn R SIP * 
* 4 eg as . N 529 N * — = 8 — » 
C . N * FR : 
. 2» To EY 2 7 4 , LI >> 
. * 65 — N * wo — — — K - = 
2 — Na a — 2 N * We o . * PF £ n . - * wy — - We  —— — . my 
« ; * - 2 * + ARE I; IT * - ry _ * — 
- 
* * 


= II \ 
— — _— 
_ 
3 
e 


— — 
— — 
* 


5 2 Pay a 
* — —— > — 
t r PIR 
_ % 
TE Ce I SITE 
ITS * =y ; date ©” 
* * g . 
= —— * I 4 


— 


„ this 


THE STC „ 
4e this it was to degrade himſelf by dreſſing common- 
„ ers. Lady Besford had intreated this favour from 
« him; but he muſt ſay, he had never been ſo ill- 
« treated ſince his arrival in this kingdom,” In ſhort, 
he flew out of the room in a great rage, leaving me 
in the utmoſt diſorder. I begged Mrs. Freeman o 
her lady ſhi p's woman is called) to aſſiſt me a little in 
undoing what the impertinent Frenchman bad taken 
ſuch immenſe pains to effect. I had facrificed half a 
buſhel of trumpery, when Lady Besford was uſhered 
into my dreſſing- room. Lori bleſs' me! my dear 
« Lady Stanley, what ſtil} 4;/habil/e? I thought you 
had been ready, and waiting for me.” I began, by 
way of apology, to inform her ladyſhip of Monſieur's 
inſolence. She looked ſerious, and faid, I am ſoi- 
« ry you offended him; I fear he will repreſent you 


«© at her grace's ruelle, and you will be the jeſt of 


„% the whole court. Indeed, this is a ſad affair. He 
6 is the firft man in his walk of life.” And if he 
« was the laſt,” Irejoined, it would be the bettet; 
* however, 1 beg your ladyſhip's pardon for not be- 

« ing ready.” Tall not detain you many minutes.” 
My dear Louiſa, you will laugh when tell you, 
that poor Winifred, who was reduced to be my gen- 
tlewoman's gentle woman, broke two laces in endea- 
vouring to draw my new French ſtays cloſe. You 
know ] am naturally ſmall at botrom. But now you 
might literally ſpan me. You never ſaw ſuch-a doll. 
Then, they are ſo intolerably wide acroſs the breaſt, 
that my arms are abſolutely ſore with them; and my 
 fides fo pinched !—But it is the ton; and pride feels 
no pain. It is with theſe ſentiments the ladies of the 
preſent age heal their wounds; to be admired, is a 
fultcient balfaih; Eo 1 
Sir William had met with theaffronted Frenchman, 
and, like Lady Besford, was full of apprehenſions 
leſt he ſhould expoſe me; for my part, I was glad to 
be from under his hands at any rate; and feared no- 
thing when he was gone; only ſtill vexed at the ſtrange 
figute I made. My huſband freely condemned my 
9 „ behaviour 
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behaviour as extremely abſurd; and, on my ſay inge 
would haye ſomething to cover, or at leaſt ſhade, my 
neck, for chat 1 thought it hardly decent to have that 
intirely ate, While one's head was lgaded with ſuper- 
fluities; he exclaimed to, Lady Besford, elapping his 
hands together, Oh! God! this ridiculous girl 
will be an eternal diſgrace to me!” I thought this 
ſpeech very cutting... I could not reftrain a tear frour 
ſtarting. -* I hope not, Sic William,“ faid 1; but, 
5 jel. 1 ſhould, { will ſtay at home till, 1 - dne, pre- 
* petly learnt. to ſubmit to inſult and. abſurdity with- 
1 out emotion.“ My manner made. himaſhamed.; 
he took my hand, and, kiſſing it, begged my pardon, 
and added, My dear cteatute, I want .,you.. to 
KL admired by the — Hy world ; and, in compliance 
„With the taſte of, the world, we: muſt, ſubmit 40 
« ſome things, which, from their novelty, we may 
think abſurd ; but uſe will reconcile them to you,” 
Lady Besford encouraged me; and I was prevailed 
on to go, though very much out; of ſer TI muſt 
© break off here, for the pieſent. This letter. has en 
the work of. em r ch Adieu 
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* * ee ee 0 oth enam "that | 
brought us near St. James's: but there was nothing 
Kor it ; ſo I endeavoured all in my power to argue: my- 
ſelf igto- a ſerenity of mind, and ſucceeded beyond 

-=my hopes, The amiable condeſcenſion of their Ma- 
jeſties, however, contributed more than any thing to 
compoſe my ſpirits, or, what I believe to be nearer 
the true ſtate of the caſe, E was abſorbed: in reſpect 
for ihem, and totally forgot myſelf. They were o 
-obliging as to pay Sir William ſome compliments ; and 
the King ſaid, if all my countrywomen were like me, 
he ſhould be afraid to truſt his ſon thither. J obſerv- 


ed Sir William with the utmoſt attention ; I'faw his 
2 N . eyes 
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cauſe of complaint. | B34 


da e e JULIA STANLEY 


TRE:SYET I, 43 
eyes were on me the whole time; but, my Louiſa, 
] cannot flatter myſelf ſo far as to fay they were the 
looks of love; they ſeemed to me rather the eyes of 
ſcrutiny, which were on the watch, yet afraid they 
ſhould ſee ſomething unpleaſing. I longed to be at 
home, to know from him how J had acquitted myſelf. 
To my queſtion, he anſwered, by preſſing me to his 
boſom, crying.“ Like an angel, by heaven! Upon 

© wy ſoul, Julia, I never was ſo charmed with you 


„in my life.” © And upon my honour,” 1 returned, 

I could not diſcover i the leaſt ſymptom - of tender- 
„ neſs in your regards. I dreaded all the while that 
vou was thinking 1 ſhould diſgrace you. 7 


117 


„Fou was never more miſtaken. I never had 


wo” more reaſon to be proud of any 5 way of my family. 


„The circle rang with your praiſes. But you muſt 


not expect tenderneſs in public ; my love, if you 
meet with it in private, vr will have no cauſe of 
complaint“... 


This will gire you but a range idea of ihe world 


Jam in, Louiſa. I do not above half like it, and 


think a ramble, arm in arm with you upon our native 
mountains, worth it all. However, my lot is drawn; 
and, perhaps, as times and huſbands go, 2 _ 0 


7 


Yours moſt fiacerely, % l „ 
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14 HE taſk you ſet your fatber is a heavy one; 
bu I chearfully comply with any requeſt of my Julia's, 
However, before I enter upon it, let me ſay a little 
to you: are. you happy, my child? Do you find the 
world ſuch as you thought it while it was unknown to 
vou Do the pleaſures you enjoy preſent you with 
an equivalent for your . renunciation of a fond father, 
and tender ſiſter? Is their affection amply repaid by 
the love of your huſband ? All theſe, and a thouſand 
other equally important queſtions, I long to put to my 
beloved. 1 with to know the true ſtate of your heart. 
I then ſhould be able to judge whether I ought to 
' mourn or rejoice in this ſeparation from you. Believe 
me, Julia, Lam not ſo ſelfiſh to with you here, mere- 
ly to augment my narrow circle of felicity, if you can 
convince me you are happier where you are. But 
can all the buſtle, the confuſion you deſcribe, be pro- 
ductive of happineſs to a young girl, born and edu- 
| cated in the lap of peaceful retirement? The novelty 
may ſtrike yonr mind; and, for a while, you may 
think yourſelf happy, becauſe you are amuſed, and 
have not time to define what your reflections are: but 
in the ſober hour, when ſtillneſs reigns, and the foul 
unbends itſelf from the fatigues of the day; what 
judgment then does cool reaſon form? Are yon ſatis- 
fied ? Are your flumbers peaceful and calm? Do 
you never ſigh after the ſhades of Woodley, and your 
rural friends? Anſwer theſe queſtions fairly and can- 
didly, my Julia—prove to me you are happy, and 
your heart as good and innocent as ever; and I ſhalt 
deſcend to the Alen tomb with peaceful ſmiles. 
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Perhaps the reſolution I formed of retiring from a 
world ia which I bad met with diſguſt, was too haſti- 
ly concluded on. Be that as it may—it was facred, | 
and as ſuch I have, and will, keep it. I loſt my con- 
dence in mankind z and I could find no one whoſe 
virtues could redeem it. Many years have elapſed 
ſince : and the manners and cuſtoms change fo fre- 
quently, that I ſhould be a total ſtranger among the 
inhabitants of this preſent age. © ©. + 

You have beard me ſay 1 was married before I had 
the happineſs of being united to your amiable mother, 
] ſhall begin my narrative from the commencement of 
that union; only premiſing, that I was the fon of 
the younger branch of a noble family, whoſe name I 
bear, I inherited the blood, but very ;little more, of 
my anceſtors. However, a taſte for pleaſure, and an 
indulgence of ſome of the then faſhonable ' follies, 
which in all ages and all times are too prevalent, con- 
| ſpired to make my little fortune ſtill more contracted, 
Thus ſituated, I became acquainted with a young la- 
dy of large fortune. My figure and addreſs won her 
heart ; her perſon was agreeable ; and although I 
might not be what the world calls in love, I certainly 
was attached to her. Knowing the inferiority of my 
fortune, I could not preſume to offer her my hand, 
even after I was convinced ſhe wiſhed I ſhould ; but 
ſome circumſtances ariſing, which brought us more 
intimately acquainted, at length conquered my ſcru- 
ples ; and, without conſulting any other guide than 
our paſſions, we married. My finances were now ex- 
tremely ſtraitened; for although my wife was heireſs 
of upwards of thirty thouſand pounds, yet, till the 
came of age, I could reap no advantage of it; and 
to that period fhe wanted near four years, We were 
both fond of pleaſure, and ' fooliſhly lived as if we 
were in actual poffeſhon of double that income. I 
found myſelf deeply involved; bur the time drew 
near that was to ſet all to rights ; and I had prevail - 
ed on my wife to conſent to a retrenchment. We had 
formed a plan of reticing for ſome time in the country, 
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to look after her eſtate ; and, by way of taking a polite 


leave of our friends (or rather acquaintance; for, when 


they were put to the teſt, I found them undeſerving of 


that appellation) ;'by way, I fay, of quitting the town 


with ẽclat, my wife propoſed giving an elegant entettain- 


ment on her birth-day, which was on the twenty- / 
fourth of December. Chriſtmas- day fell that year 


upon a Monday: unwilling to protract this day of 


W 


joy till the Tueſday, my wife deſired to anticipate 


her natal feſtival, and accordingly Saturday was ap- 


pointed. She had ſet her heart on dancing in the 


evening, and was extremely mortified on finding an 


extreme pain in her ancle, which ſhe attributed to a 
ſtrain. It was ſo violent during dinner-time, that ſhe - 
was conftrained to leave the table. A lady, who re- 
tired with her, told her, the ſureſt remedy for a ſtrain, 
was to plunge the leg in cold water, and would pro- 
cure inſtant relief. Impatient of the diſappointment 


and anguiſh, ſhe too fatally conſented. I knew no- 


thing of what was doing in my wife's dreſſing-room, 


till my attention was rouſed by repeated cries. Ter- 
ribly alarmed—1 flew thither, and found her in the 


agonies of death. Good God! what was my diſtrac- 
tion at that moment! I then recollected what the had 


often told me, of all her family being ſubject to the 


gout ata very early age. Every medical aſſiſtance was 
procured with all ſpeed. The phyſician, however, gave 
but ſmall hopes, unleſs the diſorder could be removed 


from her head and ſtomach, which it had attacked 


with the greateſt violence. How was all our mirth 


in one ſad moment overthrown ! The day, which had 


riſen with ſmiles, now promiſed to ſet in tears. In 
the few lucid intervals which my unhappy wife could 


be ſaid to have, the inceſſantly prayed to live till the 


could ſecure her fortune to my uſe ; which could be 
done no other way than making her Will ; ſince, hav- 
ing had no children, the eſtate, ſhould fhe die before 


+ 


the came of age—or even then, without a bequeſt— 


would devolve upon a couſin, with whoſe family we 
had preſerved nointimacy, owing to the illiberal reflecti- 
„„ ons 


% 
. oa. _—— "I BG as ® 1 FRY 


— MY Xx mc w TH" wo wr T7 - OCD 


THY.” 


ob part of them had caſt on my wife, for marrying a 


nian without an anſwerable fortune. My being allied to 


a 


noble family was no recommendation to thoſe who | 


had acquired their wealth by trade, and were poſſeſſ- 


cd of the moſt ſordid principles. I would not liſten 


to the perſuaſion of my friends, who urged me to get 


. ® 


writings executed, to which my wife might ſet her 
hand: ſuch meaſures appeared to me both ſelfiſh and 
cruel ; or, rather, my mind was too much abſorbed 


in my preſent affiftion, to pay any attention to my 


future ſecurity. 


In her greateſt agotiies and moſt ſevere paroxyſms, | 


ſhe knew and acknowledged her obligations to. me,” 
for the unremittet kindnefs 1 'had ſhewn her during 


our unidn. Oh! my God!” the would exclaim, | 
« Oh! my God | let me. but live to reward him! 1 
« aſk not length of years=though inthe bloom of life, 


« ſubmit with chearful reſignation to thy will. My 
« God! I aſk not length of days ; I only petition for 


4% a few ſhort hours of ſenſe and recolleQion, that 


(c 


I may, by the diſpoſition of my affairs, remove all 


the agonies of her body and mind. 


Unknown to me, a gentleman, by the requeſt of 


my dying wife, drew up-a deed; the paper lay on 


the bed: ſhe meant to ſign it as ſoon as the clock 
ſtruck twelve. Till within a few minutes of that 
time, ſhe continued tolerably calm, and her head per- 
fectly clear; ſhe flattered herſelf, and endeavoured. 
to convince us, ſhe ſhould recover—but alas? this 


was only a little gleam of hope, to ſink us deeper in 


deſpair, Her pain returned with redoubled violence 
from this ſhort receſs; and her ſenſes never again re- 


ſumed their ſeat. She ſuffered the moſt excruciating 


agonies till two in the morning then winged her flight 
to heaven —leaving me the moſt forlorn and diſconſov- 


% 


late of men. 


I continued 


other diſtreſs from the boſom of my beloved 
4% huſband, fave what he will feel on this ſeparation.” 

Dear ſoul ! ſhie pra yed in vain. Nay, 1 doubt her 
apprehenſion and terrors, leſt ſhe ſhould die, encreaſed 
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I continued in a ſtate of ſtupefaction for ſeveral 
days, till my friends rouzed me, by aſking me what 
courſe I meant to purſue. I had the whole world be- 
fore me, and faw myſelf, as it were, totally detached 
from any part of it. My own relations I had diſoblig- 
ed by marrying the daughter of a tradeſman. They 
were, no doubt, glad of an excuſe, to rid themſelves 

of an indigent perſon, who might reflect diſhonour on 
their nobility—of them I had no hopes. I had as lit- 
tle vrobability of ſucceſs in my application to the 

friends of my late wife; yet I thought, in juſtice, they 
ſhould not refuſe to make me ſome allowances for the 
expences our manner of living had brought on me 
as they well knew they were occaſioned by my com- 


pliance with her taſte—at leaſt ſo far as to diſcharge 
„„ 1 i; e 
I waited on Mr. Maynard, the father of the lady 
who now poſſeſſed the eſtate, to lay before him the 
ſituation of my affairs. He would hardly hear, me 
out with patience. He upbraided me with ſtealing 
an heireſs ; and with meanly taking every method of 
obliging a dying woman to injure her relations. In 


ſhort, his behaviour was rude, unmanly, and indecent. , | 
T corned to hold converſe with ſo ſorꝗid a wietch, and } 
was leaving his houſe with the utmoſt diſpleaſure, 
when his daughter ſlipped out of the room. She | 
begged me, with many tears, not to impute her fa- 
% ther's incivility to her—withed the time was come , 
« when ſhe ſhould be her own miſtreſs ; but hoped 
„ the ſhould be able to bring her fa:herto ſome terms 8 
«of accommodation; and aſſured me, ihe would uſe . 
all her influence with hin: to induce him to do me 4 
Her influence over the mind of ſuch a man as her N 
father had like to have little weight—as it proved. ef 
She uſed all her eloquence in my favour, which only 4 
ſerved to inſtigate him againſt me. He ſent a very 
rude and abrupt meſſage to me, to deliver up ſeveral = 
rticles of houſhold furniture, and other things, which 1 


had belonged to my wife; which, however, I reſuſed 
8 5 to 
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to do, unleſs I was honoured with the order of MiſsMay- 
natd. Her father could not prevail on her to make the 
requiſition ; and, enraged at my inſolence, and her 
dbitinacy, as he politely ſtyled out behaviour, he ſwore - 
he would be revenged. In order to make His words 

gobdd, he went feverally ro each of the ttades- people 
to Whom I was indebted, and, colleEing the ſums, pre- 
valle on them to make over the debts to him; there- 
dy becoming the ſole creditor ;' and how merciful I. 
ſhould find him, I leave you to judge, from the mo- 
U SOL OOH ED 
In a few days there was an execution in my hoſe, 

And I was conveyed: to the Kitig's-Bench, At firſt 1 
took the reſolution of continuing there contentedly, 
till either my cruel creditor thould relent, or that an 
act of grace ſhould take place. A priſon, however, 1 
is dreadful to a free mind; and I folicited thoſe, who Wt 
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world; and was early taught, how little dependence 


* 


wie ought to place on the goods of it. | L } 
When I had been an inmate of the houſe of bon- 
dage ſome few weeks, I received a note from Miſs 
Maynard. She deplored, in the moſt pathetic terms, 
« the ſteps her father had taken, which ſhe had never 
* difcovered till that morning; and intreated my ac- 
& ceptance of a trifle, to render my confinement leſs 

* intolerable; and if I could deviſe any methods, 
„herein ſhe could be ſerviceable, the ſhould think 

© herſelf moſt happy.“ There was ſuch a delicacy 
and noblenefs of foul ran through the whole of this 
littte Billet, as, at the ſame time that it ſhewed the 
writer ia the moſt amiable light, gave birth to the 
wt OE _- hvelie& 
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livelieſt gratitude in my boſom. I had, till this mo- 
ment, conſidered her only as the daughter of Mr. 
Maynard; as one whoſe mind was informed by the 
fame principles as his own, I now beheld her in 
another view ; I looked on her only in her relation to 
WA my late wife, whoſe virtues ſhe inherited with her 
1 fortune. I felt a veneration for the generoſity of a 
W  — young girl, who from the narrow ſentiments of her 
father, could not be miſtreſs of any large ſum ; and yet 
the had in the politeſt manner (making it a favour 
done to herſelf), obliged me to accept of a twenty- 
pound-note. I had a thouſand conflicts with myſelf, 
whether I ſhould keep or return it; nothing but my 
fear of giving her pain could have decided it. I re- 
collected the tears ſhe ſhed the laſt time I ſaw her! 
on reading over her note again, I diſcovered the paper 
bliſtered in ſeveral places; to all this, let me add, her 
image ſeemed to ſtand confeſſed before me. Her per- 
ſon, which I had hardly ever thought about, now was 
preſent to my imagination. It loſt nothing by never 
having been the ſubject of my attention before. I ſat 
ruminating on the picture I had been drawing in my 
mind, till, becoming perfectly enthuſiaſtic in my ideas, 

I ſtarted up, and, claſping my hands together,. — 
„Why, exclaimed L aloud, why have I not twen- 
« ty thouſand pounds to beſtow an this adorable 
creature l' The ſound of my voice brought me 
to myſelf, and I inftantly recollected I ought to make 
ſome acknowldgement to my fair benefactreſs. I 
found the taſk a difficult one. After writing and re- 
jecting ſeveral, I at laſt was reſolved to ſend the firſt 
1 had attempted, knowing that, though leſs ſtudied, 
it certainly was the genuine effuſions of my heart. 
After ſaying all my gratitude dictated, I told her, 
4 that next to her ſociety, I ſhould prize her corre(- 
_« pondence above every thing in this world; but 
„ that I begged ſhe would not let compaſſion for an 
« unfortunate man lead her into any inconveniencies, 
„ but be guided entirely by her own diſcretion. I 
« would, in the mean time, intreat her to ſend * a 
| ew 
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« few .books—the ſubject I left to her, they bein 
her taſte would be their ſtrongeſt recommendation.” 
Pechaps I ſaid more than I ought to have done, al- 


though at that time I thought I fell infinitely ſhort. - 


of what I might have ſaid ; and yet, 1 take God to 
witneſs I did not mean to engage her affection; and 
nothing was more from my intention than baſely to 
practiſe on her paſſions. 


In one of her letters, ſhe aſked me, if my debts 8 
were diſcharged, what would be my dependence or. 
ſcheme of lite: I freely anſwered, my dependence 


would be either. to get a ſmall place, or elle ſerve my 


king in the war now nearly breaking out, which rather 


ſuited the activity of my diſpoſition. She has ſince 
told me, ſhe ſhed floods of tears over that expreſſion 
the activity of my diſpoſition; ſhe drew. in her imagi- 
nation the moſt affecting pictute of a man, in the bloom 
and vigour of life, excluded from the common benefits 
of his fellow- creatures, by the mercileſs rapacity of 
an inhuman creditor, The effect this melancholy re- 
preſentation had on her mind, while pity endeared the 
object of it io her, mace her take the reſolution of 
again addreſſing her father in my behalf. He accuſed 


her of ingratitude, in thus repaying his care for her 


welfare. Hurt by the many harth things he ſaid, the 
told him, “ the poſſeſſion of ten times the eſtate could 
convey no pleaſure to her boſom, while it was tortured 
with the idea, that he, who had the beſt right 40 it, 
was ſecluded from every comfort of life; and that, 
whenever it ſhould be in her power, ihe would not 
fail to make every reparation ſhe could, for the vio- 
lence offered to an innocent, injured, man,” This 
brought down her father's heavieſt diſpleaſure. He 
reviled her in the groſſeſt terms; aſſerted, © ſhe had 
been faſcinated by me, as her ridiculous couſin had 
been before; but that he would take care his family 
ſhould not run the riſk of being again beggared by 
ſuch a ſpendchrift; and that he ſhould uſe ſuch pre- 
cautions, as to fruſtrate any ſcheme I might form of 
ſeducing her from her duty,” She ſought to excul- 
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pate me from the charges her father had brought 
againſt me; but he paid no regard te her aſſeberati- 
ons, and remained deaf and inexorable to all her in- 
| treaties. When | learnt this, I wrote to Miſs May- 
nard, intreating her, for her own fake, to reſign an 
unhappy man to his evil deſtiny, I begged her te be- 
lieve, I had ſufficient reſolution to ſupport conſinement, 
or any other ill; but that it was an aggravation to my 
ſufferings (which to ſuſtain was very difficult) to find 
her zeal for me had drawn on her the ill-uſage of her 
father. I further requeſted, ſhe would never again 
mention me to him; and if poſſible, never think of 
me, if thoſe thoughts were productive of the leaſt 
diſquiet to her. I likewiſe mentioned my hearing 
an act of grace would foon releaſe me from my bonds; 
and then 1 was determined to offer myſelf a volunteer 
in the ſervice, where, perhaps, I might find a cannon- 
ball my beft friend. - eee 1 

A life, fo different to what I had been uſed, brought 
on a diſorder, which the agitation of my ſpirits in- 
creafed fo much as to reduce me almoſt to the gates 
of death. An old female ſervant. of Miſs Maynard's 

id me a viſit, bringing me ſome little nutritive de- 
licacies, which her kind mittreſs thought would be 
ſerviceable to me. Shocked at the deplorable ſpecta- 
cle F made, for J began to negle& my appearance; 
which a man is too apt to do when not at peace with 
himſelf: ſhocked, I fay, ſhe repreſented me in ſuch a 
light to her lady, as filled her gentle ſoul with the ut- 
moſt terror for my ſafety. Guided alone by the par- 
riality ſhe honoured me with, ſhe formed the reſolu- 
tion of coming to ſee me. She however gave me half 
an hour's notice of her intention, I employed the in- 
termediate time in putting myſelf into a condition of 
receiving her with more decency. The little exertion 
J made had nearly exhauſted my remaining ftrength, 
and I was more dead than alive, when the trembling, 


ale, and tottering gueſt made her approach in the 


houſe of woe. We could neither of us ſpeak for ſome 
time. The benevolence of her heart had fupported' 
9 5 Y 2 „ her 
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her during her journey ihiiher; but now the native 
modeſty of her ſex; ſeemed to potnt out the impro- 
priety of viſiting a man, unſolicited, in priſon. Weak 


as I was, 1 faw the neceſlity of encouraging the droop- 


ing ſpirits of my fair viſitor. Lpaid her my grate ful 
* 7 . for her ineſtimable goodneſs. She 

ed me to be ſilent on that head, as it brought 
re flections the could ill ſupport. In obedience to her, 


I gave the converſation another turn ; but ſtiil I could 
not help reverting to the old ſubject. She then ſtop- 
ped me, by aſking, what. was there fo extraordinary 


„in her conduct ? and whether, in her fituatorn, 
% would not I have done as much for her?“ Oh 
* yes?” Tcried, with eagerneſs, © that I would and 
„ ten times more.” I inſtantly felt the imprepriety 


of my ſpeech. Then | have been ſtrangely defici- 
«© ent,” ſaid ſhe, looking at me with a gentle ſmile. 


* I aſk a thouſand pardons,” ſaid I, © for the abrupt- 
< neſs of my expreſſion. I meant: to evince my vatue 
« for you, and my ſenſe of What I thought you de- 
« ſerved. Vou muſt excuſe. my method, I'have been 


« long unuſed to the aſſociation of human beings, 


at leaſt ſuch as reſemble you. You have already 
* conferred more favours than 1 could merit at your 
* hands.“ Miſs Maynard ſeemed diſconcerted—ſhe 
looked grave. It is a ſign you think ſo,” ſaid ſhe, in 


a tone of voice that ſhewed the was piqued,“ as youu 


% have taken ſuch pains to explain away an imvo- 
„ luntary compliment. But I have already exceeded 
the bounds i preſcribed to myſelf in this viſii—it is 
r 1 17 on, ee ke 

I felt abaſhed, and found myſelf incapable of ſaying 
any thing to clear myſelf from the imputation of in- 
ſenſibility or ingratitude, without betraying the ten- 
derneſs which 1 really poſſeſſed for her, yet which I 
thought, circumſtanced as I was, would be ungene- 


rous to the laſt degree to diſcover, as it would be ta- 


citly laying claim to hers. 'The common rules of po- 
htenefs, ' however, called on me 10 fay ſomething . 
. 5 | I ref- 
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I refpeQfully took her hand, which trembled as much as 
mine. Dear Miſs Maynard,” faid I, how thall 
* I thank you for the pleaſure your company has 
« conveyed to my bofom ?” Even then thinking I 
had ſaid too much, eſpecially as I by an involuntary 
impulſe found my fingers compreſs hers, I added,“ I 
% plainly ſee the impropriety of aſking you to renew 
«- your goodneſs—] mult not be ſelfiſh, or urge you 
* to take any ſtep for which you may hereafter con- 
A W i 07 929999 gigs ton 
I find, fir,” ſhe replied, ** your prudence is great- 
* er than mine. I need never apprehend danger 
from ſuch a monitor.” 25 6 * 
Don't miſtake me,” ſaid I, with a ſigh I could 
not repreſs. I doubt I have, returned the, © but 
I will endeavour to develop your character. Per- 
«haps, if I do not find myſelf quite perfect, I may 
run the riſk of taking another leſſon, unleſs you 
. ſhould tell me it is imprudent.“ 80 ſaying, ſhe 
left me. There was rather an affectation of gaiety 
in her laſt ſpeech, which would have offended. me, 
_ had Þ not feen it was only put on to conceal her real 
feelings from a man, who ſeemed coldly inſenſible of 
her invaluable perfections both of mind and body. — 
_ Yet how was 1 to act? | loved her with the utmoſt 
- purity and yet fervour. My heart chid me for throw- 
ung cold water on the tenderneſs of this amiable girl; 
but my reaſon told me, I ſhould be a villain to ſtrive 
to gain her affections in ſuch a ſituation as I was. 
Had I been a lord of the univerſe, I would have ſhared 
it with my Maria. You will afk, how I could fo ea- 
ſily forget the lowneſs of my fortune in my connecti- 
on e boa 1 anſwer, the caſe was widely 
different. I then made a figure in life equal to my 
birth, though my eircumſtances were contracted— 
Now, I was poor and in priſon. :—then I liſtened only 
to my paſſions now, reaſon and prudence had ſome 
ſway with me. My love for my late wife was the 
love of a boy ;—my attachment to Maria the ſenti- 
* © 2 | ments 
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ments of a man, and a man viſited by, and a prey to, 
misfortune. On reflection, I found I loved her to the 
greateſt height. After paſſing a ſleepleſs night of an- 
guiſh, I came to the reſolution of exculpating myſelf 
from the charge of inſenſibility, though at the expence 
of loſing fight” of her I loved for ever. I wrote ber a 


letter, wherein, I freely confeſſed the danger I appre- . 


hended from the renewal of her viſit. —I1 opened my 
whole ſoul before her, but at the fame time told her, 
« laid no claim to any more from her than com- 
« paſſion ; ſhewed her the rack of conſtraint I put on 


« myſelf, to conceal the emotions of my heart, leſt 


* the generoſity of hers might involve her in a too 
« ſtrong partiality for ſo abject a wretch. I hoped 
„ ſhe would do me the juſtice to believe, that as no 


0 man ever loved more, ſo no one on earth could have 
« her intereſt more at heart than myſelf, ſince to thoſe 


« ſentiments I facrificed every thing dear to me.“ 
Good God! what tears did this letter coft me ! I 
Sometimes condemned myſelf, and thought it falſe 
| men e ſhould I, faid I to myſelf, why 
ſhould I thus caſt happineſs away from two, who 
| ſeem formed to conſtitute all the world to each other ? 
— How rigorous are thy mandates, O Virtue ! how 
ſevere thy decree! and oh! how much do I feel in 
obeying thee! No ſooner was the letter gone, than I 
repented the ſtep I had purſued.—] called myſelf un- 
grateful to the bounty of heaven, who thus as it were, 
had inſpired the moſt lovely of women with an incli- 
nation to relieve my diſtreſs; and had likewiſe put 
the means in her hands.— Theſe cogitations contribut- 
ed neither to eſtabliſh my health or compoſe my ſpi- 
rits. I had no return to my letter; Indeed I had not 
urged one. Several days | paſſed. in a ſtate of mind 
which can be only known to thoſe who have experi- 
enced the ſame. At laſt a pacquet was brought me. 
It contained an enſign's commiſſion in a regiment go- 


ing to Germany; and a paper ſealed up, on which 


was written, It is the requeſt of M. M. that Mr. 
28 IR | —_ «& Grenville 
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15 GSrenville does not open this till he has croſſed the 


ſeas.” - 

There was another paper folded in the form of a 
letter, but not ſealed ; ; tat I haſtily opened, and 
found it contained only a few words, 255 A bank bill 
1 an hundred ponds, - The contents were as fol- 
ow. 
True loye knows not the nice i © Ae you 
7 have made, —at leaſt, if I may be allowed to judge 
« from my own feelings, | I think it does not, 1 nay, 
6c however, be miſtaken; but the error is too pleaſ- 
£ ing to be relinquiſhed ; ; and, I would much father 
„ indulge it, than liſten at preſent to the cold pruden- 
6 tial arguments which a too refined and. if placed 
« generoſity points out. When you. arrive at the 
place of your. deſtination, you may gain a farther 
3 ae of a heart, 4 at the fame time of 

the tendereſt partjalit Y, and a firm refolution of con- 
6 guering it.“ 

Every word of * this billet was. 4 dagger to my ſoul, 
L then ceaſed not to accuſe myſelf of ingratitude ta 
the lovelieſt of women, as guilty of falſe pride inſtead 
of generoſity. If the placed her happineſs in my ſo- 
ciety, why ſhould I deprive her of it ? As the ſaid my 
ſentiments wete too refined, I aſked: myſelf, if it would 
not have been my ſupreme. delight to have raiſed her 
from the dregs of the people to ſhare the moſt exalted 
ſituation with me? Why ſhould I then think leſs 
highly of her attachment of which I had received 
fach proofs, than I. was convinced mine was capable 
of? For the ſuture, I was determined to ſacrifice theſe 
nice punctilios, which were ever oppoſing my felicity, 
and that of an amiable woman, who clearly and re- 
peatedly told me, by ber looks, actions, and a thou- 
fand little nameleſs attentions I could not miſtake, that 
her whole happineſs depended on me. 

I thought nothing could convince, her more tho» 
roughly of my with of 924d obliged to her, than the 


11 98 of her bounty: made no longer any he- 
ſtitation 
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Gtation about it. That very day I was releaſed from 
my long confinement by the grace - act, to tie utter 
mortification of my old proſecutor. I drove immedi- 


ately to ſome lodgings 1 had provided in the Strand * 


from whence I inſtantly diſparched a billet- doux to 
Maria, in which I ſaid theſe words 
«. The firſt moment of liberty I devote to the 


« lovely Maria, who has my heart a ſlave. I am a 


% convert to your affertion, that love makes not dif- 


« tinctions. therwiſe, could I fupport the reflec- 


«+ tion, that all l am worth in the world I owe to you? 
„% But to you the world owes ail the charms it has 
„ in my eyes. We wilt not, however, talk of debtor 
„ and creditor, but permit me to make up in adora- 
« tjon what IJ want in wealth. Fortune attends the 
„brave. — I wilk herefore flatter myſelf with returning 
„ Joaden with the ſpoils f the enemy, and in fuch 
< a ſituation, that you may openly indulge the par- 
« tiality which makes the happineſs of my life, with= 
out being put to the bluſh by fordid relations. 

I ſhall obey your mandates the more chearfully, 
«as I think I am perfectly acquainted with every 
«« perfection of your heart; judge then how I muſt 


<« value it, Before I quit England, I ſhall petition 


< for the honour of kiſing your hand ;—but how 


<< ſhall I bid you adieu!“ ” 


The time now drew nigh when I was to take leave of 
my native lagd—and, What was dearer to me, my 
Maria—l was too affected to utter a. word ;—her 
ſoul had more heroic greatneſs.— Go,” faid ſhe, 
«© purfue the paths of glory; have confidence in Pro- 
„ vidence, and never diftruſt me. I have already 
„ experienced fome hazards on your account; but 
„% perhaps my father may be eaſier in his mind, when 
« he is aſſured you have left England.“ 

TI preſſed her to explain herſelf, She did fo, by 
informing me, her father. ſuſpected her attachment, 
and to prevent any ill conſequence arifmg, had 
propoſed a gentle man to her for a huſband, whom 
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« ſhe had rejected with firmneſs. No artifice, or 
ill uſage,” continued ſhe, ** ſhall make any change 
in my . but 1 mall ſay no more, the 

“ pacquet will more thoroughly convince you of 
« what I am capable.“ Good! God!“ faid I, in an a- 
* gony, why ſhould your tenderneſs be © incompatible 
„with your duty?“ 

<« I do not think it,” ſhe anſwered; ! it is my duty 
« to do juſtice ; and I do no more, by ſeeking to re- 
* ftore to you your own.” 

We ſettled the mode of our future correſpondence; 
and I tore myſelf from the only one I loved on earth. 
When I joined the regiment, I availed myſelf of the 
Privilege given me to inſpect the papers. Oh! how 
was my love, eſteem, : and admiratian, increaſed ? The 
contents were written at a time when ſhe thought me 
inſenſible, or at leaſt too %rupulous. She made a ſo- 
lemn vow never to marry ; but as ſoon as ſhe came of 
age, to divide the eſtate with me, making over the 
" remainder to any children I might have; but the 
whole was couched in terms of ſuch delicate tender- 
nefs, as drew floods of tears from my eyes, and riveted 
my ſout more firmly to her. I inſtantly wrote to her, 
and concealed not a thought or ſentiment of my heart, 
— that alone diQtated every line. In the letter ſhe 
returned, ſhe ſent me her picture in a locket, and on 
the pate a device with her hair; this was an in- 
eſtimable preſent to me.—lt was my ſole - employ, 
while off duty, to gaze on the lovely reſemblance of 
the faireſt of women. 

For ſome months our correſpondence was uninter= 
rupted.—however, fix-weeks had now paſſed ſince 
| expeCted a letter. Love is induſtrious in torment- 

ing itſelf.” 1 formed ten thouſand dreadful images 
in my own mind, and ſunk into deſpair from each. 
-F wrote letter after letter, but had ſtill no return. I 
had no other correſpondent in England. Diſtraction 
feized me. She's dead!” cried I to myſelf, ©. ſhe's 
dead!“ J have nothing to do but to follow her.“ 


At laſt I wrote to a gentleman who lived i in the neigh- 
bourhood 
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bourhood of Mr. Maynard, conjuring him, in the 
molt affecting terms, to inform me of what I yet 
dreaded to be told. —] waited with a dying impati- 
ence till the mails arrived. —A letter was brought 
me from this gentleman.—He faid, Mr. Maynard's 
family had left L. ſome time they propoſed going 
abroad; but he believed they had retired to ſome 
E of Eſſex ;—there had a report prevailed of Miſs 
aynard's being married ; but if true, it was ſince 

they had left L. This news was not very likely to. 
clear or calm my doubts. What could I think ?— 
My reflections only ſerved to awaken my grief. I 
continued two years making every inquiry, but never 
received the leaſt fatisfaQory account. 

A prey to the moſt heart-felt affliction, life became 
inſupportable to me. — Was ſhe married, I revolved 
in my mind all the hardſhips ſhe muſt have endured 
before ſhe would be prevailed on to falſify her vows 
to me, which were regiſtered in heaven. Had death 
ended her diſtreſs, I was convinced it had been 
haſtened by the ſeverity of an unnatural father.— 
Whichſoever way I turned my thoughts, the moſt ex- 
crutiating reflections preſented themſelves, and in 
each I ſaw her ſufferings alone. | 

In this frame of mind, I rejoiced to hear we were 

ſo ſoon to have a battle, which would in all probability 
be decifive. I was now raifed to the rank of captain- 
lieutenant. A battalion of our regiment was appoint- 


ed to a moſt dangerous poſt. It was to gain a paſs 


through a narrow defile, and to convey ſome of our 
heavy artillery to cover a party of ſoldiers, who were 
the flower of the troops, to endeavour to flank the 
enemy. I was mortified to find J was not named 
for this ſervice. I ſpoke of it to the captain, who 
honoured me with his friend ſhip.—“ It was my care 
« for you, Grenville,” ſaid he, which prevented 
“your name being inrolled. I wiſh, for the ſakes of 
« ſo many brave fellows, this manceuvre could have 
* been avoided. It will be next to a miracle, if we 
4 ſucceed ; but ſucceſs muſt be won with the lives 

Hg . of 
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« of many; the firſt quadron muſt look on them- 
« felves as a ſacrifice.“ Permit me then,“ faid I, 
«© to head that ſquadron ; I will do my duty to ſup- 
„port my charge; but if 1 fall, I ſhall bleſs the 
“ blow which rids me of an exiſtence intolerable to 
« me.” — Oj(ot 4, 6 ö . 
«< You are x young man, Grenville,” replied the 
captain ** you may experience a change in life, which 
will repay you for the adverſities you at prefent 
% complain of. I would. have you courageous, and 
_ « defy dangers, but not madly ruſh on them; that 
* js to be deſpairing, not brave; and conlequemly 
« diſpleaſing to the Deity, who appoints us our taſk 
« and rewards us according to our acquittal of our 
duty. The ſevereſt winter is followed oftentimes 
* by the moſt blooming ſpring: It is true, ſaid J: 


% But when will ſpring viſit the mouldering-urn ? 
« Ah! when willit dawa on the gloom of the grave ?” 


« Will you, however, allow me to offer an ex- 
„ change with the commanding officer?“ My cap- 
4 tain conſented ?“ and the heutenant was very glad 
to exchange his poſt, for one of equal honour, but 
ater ſecurity. VV! 8 
I was fitting in my tent the evening of the impor- 
tant day, ruminating on the paſt events of my life; 
and then naturally fell into reflections of what, in 
all probability, would be the confequence of the mor- 
vow's attack. We looked on ourſelves as devoted 
men; and though, I dare ſay, not one in the whole 
corps was tired of his life, yet they all expreſſed the 
utmoſt eagerneſs to be employed. Death was the 
ultimate with of my ſoul. 4 I ſhall before to- mor- 
„ row's ſun goes down,” faid I, addreſſing myfelf 
to the refemblance of my Maria; I ſhall moſt 
lovely of women, be reunited to thee; or, if yet 
< thy ſufferings have not ended thy precious life, 
„ ſhall yet know where thou art, and be permitted, 
« pechaps, to hover over thee, to guide thy ty" 
| | an 
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« and conduct thee to thoſe realms of light, whoſe 
« joys will be incomplete without thee.” With 
theſe rhapſodies I was amuſing my mind, when a ſer- 
jeant entered, and acquainted me, there was, with= 
out, a young man enquiring for me, who fard, he muft 
be admitted, having letters of the greateſt importance 
from England. My heart beat high againſt my breaſt, 
my reſpiration grew thick and difficult, and 1 could 
hardly articulate thefe words, —** For God's fake, ler 
* me ſee him? Support me, Oh, God ? what is it 1 
* am going to hear ?? B 
A cold ſweat bedewed my face, and an univerſal 
tremor poſſeſfed my whole frame. 
A young gentleman, wrapped up in a Huffar cloak, 
macte his appeatance. Is this lieutenant Grenville !“ 
I bowed. I am told, fir,” faid I, in a tremulous 
voice, © you have letters from England; „ telieve 
* my doubts I befeech yon.“ Here, fir, is one,” 
faid the youth, extending his hand, which trembled ex- 
ceedingly.—T haſtily fnatched it, ready to devour the 
contents ;—what was my agitation, when I read 
op SG Repeat Man es 
If, after a filence of two long years, your Ma- 
« ria is ſtill dear to you, you will rejoice to hear ſhe 
« {till lives for you alone, If her preſence is wiſhed 
„for by you, you will rejoice on finding her at no great 
* diftance from you. But, if you love with the ten- 
derneſs fhe does, how great, how extatic, will be 
4 _— felicity, to raife your eyes, and fix them on 
TTT ee 
The paper dropped from my enervate hand, while 
I raifed my eyes, and beheld, Oh!: my God! under 
the diſguiſe of a young officer, my beloved, my faith= 
ful, long-loſt Maria? | = 
* Great God?” cried], in a tranfport of joy, 
claſping my hands togerher, have then my prayers 
* been heard! do I again behold her!“ But my fitu- 
ation recurring to my imagination; the dangers Which 
T had unneceſfarily engaged myſeff in for the morrow ; 
ker difguifs ; the unprotected fare in which I ſhould 
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leave her, in a camp, where too much licentiouſnels 


reigned ; all theſe ideas took inſtant poſſeſſion of my 


mind, and damped the rifing joy her loved preſence 
had at firſt excited. The agonizing pangs which 


. ſeized me are paſtdeſcription. * Oh I my God!” I 


exclaimed in the bitterneſs of ſoul, ©*© why did we 
«© thus meet! Better,—Oh ! how much better would 


©. jt have been, that my eyes had cloſed in death, 


de than to ſee all they adored thus expoſed to the hor- 
« rid-miſery and carnage of deſtructive war.” The 
-confli& became too powerful; and in all the energy of 
woe, I threw myſelf on the ground. Poor Maria 
flung herſelf on a ſeat, and covered her face in her 
| great coat. Audible ſobs burſt from her boſom — [I 


o 


aw the convulſive heavings, and the fight was as dag- 


gers to me. I crawled on my knees to her, and, bend- 


ing over her,—** Oh! my Maria!” faid I, ** theſe 
« pangs I feel for you; work to me, my only love; 
«« if poſſible, eaſe my ſufferings by thy heavenly wel- 
% come voice.” —She uttered not a word; I ſought 
to find her hand ; ſhe puſhed me gently from her, then 
riſing.— Come, thou companion of my tedious and 
painful travel, come my faithful Hannah,” ſaid ſhe, 
to one I had not before taken notice of, who ſtood in 
the entrance of the tent, let us be gone, here we 


4% are unwelcome viſitors. Is it thus,” continued ſhe, 


lifting up her hands to heaven, is it thus I am re- 
i ceived ? Adieu! Grenville ! My love has ſtill pur- 
4 ſued. you with unremitting conſtancy : but it ſhall 
i© be your torment no longer. I will no longer tax 


J * your compaſſion for a fond wretch, who perhaps 


«© deſerves the ſcorn ſhe meets.“ She was leaving the 
tent. I was immoveably rooted to the ground while 
ſhe ſpake.—I caught her by the coat. Oh! leave 
% me not! deareſt of women leave me not! You 
% know. not the love and diſtreſs which tear this 
« wretched. boſom by turns. Injure me not, by 
« doubting the firſt, —and if you knew the latter, 


4 you would find me an object intitled to your utmoſt 


« pity, Oh! that my heart was laid open to your 


| &« view! then would you ſee it had waſted with an- 


„ guiſh | 


* 
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« guiſli on the ſuppoſition of your death. Ves, Ma- 
« ria, I thought you dead. I had a too exalted idea 
« of your worth to aflign any other cauſe ; I never 
«© called you cruel, or doubted. your faith. Your 
© memory lived in my fond breaſt, ſuch as my ten- 
e derneſs painted you. But you can, think meanly 
of me, and put the moſt ungenerous conſtruction 

70 on the ſevereſt affliction that ever tore the heart of 
FFC et e, 

« Oh! my Grenville,” ſaid ſhe, raifing me, how - 
© have I been ungenerous ? Is the renunciation of my 
country, relations, and even ſex, a proof of want 

of generoſity? Will you never know, or, knowing, 
% underſtand me ? I believe you have ſuffered, great- 
ly ſuffered; your pallid countenance too plainly 
< evinces it; but we ſhall now, with the bleſſing of 
„ heaven, ſoon ſee an end to them. - A few months 

„vill make me miſtreſs of my fortune. In the mean 

„time, I will live with my faithful Hannah retired; 
* only now and then let me have the conſolation of 

« ſeeing you, and hearing from your "ips a confirma- 
tion that I have not forfeited your affection “ 
I faidall that my heart dictated, to re- aſſure my 
lovely heroic Maria, and calm her griefs. I made her 

take ſome refreſhment; and, as the night was now 
far ſpent, and we yet had much to ſay, we agreed to 

paſs it in the tent. My dear Maria began to make me 

a little detail of all that had paſſed. She painted out 
the perſecutions of her father in the livelieſt colours; 
the many artifices he uſed to weaken her attachment 
to me; the feigning me inconſtant ; and, when he 
found her opinion of my faith too firmly rooted, he 
procured a certificate of my death. As the was then 


F keleaſed from her engagement, he more ſtrongly urged 


Her to marry; but ſhe as reſolutely refuſed. On his 
cheing one day more than commonly urgent, ſhe knelt 
down, and ſaid, in the moſt ſolemn manner; Thou 
_ © knoweft, O God ! had it pleaſed thee to have con- 
tinued him I doated on in this life, that I was bound, 
by the moſt powerful aſſeverations, to be his, 1 
. | 0 „ a [EQUIP 
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4 only his: — hear me now, O God! while 1 ſwear 
« ſtill to be wedded to his memory. Ia thy eye, I 
* as his wife; I atteſt thee to witneſs, - that I will 
* never be any other, In his grave ſhall all my ten- 
4 derneſs be buried, and with him fhalt i it rife o hea- 
«< ven. Her father became ontrageous; and fwore, 
if the would not give him a ſon, he would give her 2 
mother; and, in conſequence, married the houſe- 
. woman ſordid as himſelf, and whoſe: Nel 
S and fentiments were as low as her birth. | 
The faithful Hannah had been diſcharged ſome rims 
4 on finding out ſhe aided our correfpotidence, 
My letters had — for a long time intercepted; Ma- | 
ria, one day, without the leaſt notice, was taken out 
of het chamber, and conveyed to a ſmall houſe inthe 
hundteés of Eſfen, to ſome relations bf her new mo- 
er's, in hopes, as ſhie found, that grief, and the 
unhealthineſs of the place, might make an end of her 
before ſhe came of age. After a feries of ill- uſuage 
and misfortunes, ſhe at length was ſo fortunate as to 
make her eſcape. She wrote to Hannah, who came 
inſtantly to her; from her ſhe learnt T was til] living. 
She then formed the reſolution _of coming over to 
Germany, dreading again falling into the bands 
or her. cruel parent. — The plan was ſoon fixed 
and put in execution —— To avoid the dan- 
— of travelling, they agreed to put on mens 
cloaths ;' and Maria, to enſure her ſafety, | dreſſed 
| herſelf like an Englith officer charged with diſpatches 
| tothe Britin army. 
1 While ſhe was proceeding in her twvrative, I heard F 
1 me drum beat to arms. l ſtarted, and turned pale. | 
30 
; 
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Maria haſtily demanded the cauſe of this alteration ! I 
informed her, We were going to prepare for battle. x 
„% And what, oh! what is to become of yon? Oh? 

"Maria! the ſervice I um going on is hazardous to 


the Taſt degree. I fhall fall A 5 85 7 D. Mun | : 
ii < wil become of you?” a 
| Die with you,” faid ſhe, fed, ling, 155 


erawing her ford. „ When'T raiſe 2 — con- 1 


Lined ſhe, © who will know it is a woman's. Na- 
: | c ture 
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„ ture has ſtamped me with that ſex, but my ſoul, 
* ſhrinks not at danger. In what am Idifferent from 
« the Romans, or even from ſame of the ancient Bri- 
„ tons? They could loſe their livgs for leſs eauſe than 
« what 1 ſee before me. As I am firmly reſolved not 
to outlive you—ſoT am equally determined to ſhare 
% your fate. You are certainly deſirous my ſex ſhould 
% remain concealed. I with the ſame— and, believe 
% me, no womaniſh weakneſs on my part ſhall be- 
« tray it, Tell your commander, I am. a volunteer 
“under your direction. And, aſſure yourſelf, you 
„vill find me poſſeſſed of ſufficient courage to bear 
any and every thing, for your ſake,” - 
I forbore not to paint out the horrors of war in the 
moſt dreadful colours. I ſhudder at them,” faid 
ſhe, ** but am not intimidated.” In ſhort, ail my 
arguments were in vain. She vowed the would fol- 
low me: Either you love me, Grenyiile, or you. 
* love me not—if the firſt, you cannot refule we. 
„ priyilege of dying Wilh. von—1! the laft | fad 
i fats thould be mine, the ſooner I loſe wy life the 

„better.“ While I was yet uſing diffuaſives, the, 
Captain entered my tent. Come, Grenville,” faid 
he, © make preparations, my good lad. There will 
be hot work ro-day for us all. I would have choſen 
a lets dangerous ſituation for you : but this was 
** your own dekre. . However, I hope heaven will 
% SOTES 5 

I could have almoſt wiſhed I had not been fa pre- 
e Ctpitate, as here is a young volunteer who will ac- 
/ v 

* So young, and ſo courageous!” ſaid the captain, 
advancing towards my Maria. I am ſure, by your 
„looks, you have never ſeen ſervice.” .. 

But I have gone through great dangers, Sir,” the 
anſwered, bluſhing “ and with fo brave an officer as 
Lieutenant Grenville, I ſhall not be fearful of 
meeting even death“ e 24.” 

Well faid, my little hero,” rejoined he, “ only, 
that as a volunteer you have a right to chuſe your 
| f | „ commander, 


22 


me. 
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commander, I ſhould be happy to have the bring- 
ing you into the field myſelf. Let us, however, as 
this may be the laſt time we meet on earth, drink 


adieu! 8 | | a 

I prevailed on Maria and poor Hannah, (who was 
almoſt dead with her fears) to lie down on my pallet- 
bed, if poſſible, to procure a little reſt. I retited to 
the outſide of the tent, and, kneeling down, put up 
the moſt fervent prayers to heaven that the heart of 
man could frame. I then threw myſelf on ſome bag- 


gage, and flept with ſome compoſure till the ſecond 
drum beat. e 


Hannah hung round her miſtreſs; but ſuch was her 
reſpect and deference, that ſhe opened not her lips. 
We began our march, my brave heroine cloſe at my 


fide, with all the ſtillneſs poſſible, We gained a nar- 


row part of the wood, where we wanted to ma.e 
good our pats; but here, either by the rreachery of 
our own people, or the vigilance of the enemy, our 


ſcheme was intirely defeated. We marched on with- 


out oppoſition, and, fluſhed with the appearance of 
ſucceſs, we went boldly on, till, too far advanced 
to make a retreat, we found ourſelves ſurrounded by 


A party of the enemy's troops, We did all in our 
power to recover our advantage, and loft ſeveral men 


in our defence. Numbers, however, at laſt prevail- 


ed; and thoſe who were not left dead on the field 


were made priſoners, among whom were my Maria 


and myſelf. I was wounded in the fide and in the 


right arm. She. providentially eſcaped unhurt. We 


were conveyed to the camp of the enemy, where I 


was received with the reſpe& that one brave man 
ſhews another. I was put into the hoſpital, where my 
faithful Maria attended me with the utmoſt diligence 
and tenderneſs _ : Rf DIE ee 


When the event of this day's diſaſter was carried to 
the Britiſh camp, it ſtruck a damp on all. Rut poor 


annah, 


one glaſs to our ſucceſs. Grenville, you can fur- 
** niſh us.” We ſoon then bid each other a ſolemn , 
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Hannah, in a phrenzy of diſtreſs, ran about, wring- 
ing her hands, proclaiming her ſex, and that of the 
ſuppoſed volunteer, and intreating the captain to uſe 
his intereſt to procure our releaſe. She gave him a 
brief detail of our adventures and concluded by ex- 
tolling the character of her beloved miſtreſs. The 
captain, who had at that time a great regard for me, 
was touched at the diſtreſsſul ſtory; and made a re- 
port to the commander in chief, who, after getting 
the better of the enemy in an engagement, propoſed 
an exchange of priſoners, which being agreed to, and 
being able to bear the removal, we were once more 
at liberty, 5 „ 3 

I was conveyed to a ſmall town near our encamp- 


ment, where-my dear Maria and old Hannah laid 


aſide their great Huſſar cloaks, which they would 
never be prevailed on to put off, and reſumed their 
petticoats, This adventure cauſed much converſati- 


on in the camp; and all the officers were defirous of 


heholding ſo martial a female, But, notwithſtanding 
the extraordinary ſtep ſhe had been induced to take, 
Miſs Maynard poſſeſſed all the valued delicacy of her 
ſex in a very eminent degree; and therefore kept very 


recluſe, devoting herſelf entirely to her attendance 


on me. TEN 4 
--Fearful that her reputation might ſuffer, now her 
ſex was known, I urged her to complete my happineſs, 
by conſenting to our marriage. She, at firſt, made 
ſome difficulties, which I preſently: obviated; and the 
chaplain of the regiment performed the ceremony, my 
Captain acting as father, and, as he ſaid, beſtowing 
on me the greateſt bleſſing man could deſerve. 
I was now the happieſt of all earthly creatures, nor 
did | feel the leaſt allay, but in ſometimes, on return- 
ing from duty in the field, finding my Maria uncom- 
monly grave. On enquiry r it to 
my abſence; and indeed her melancholy would wear 
— and ſhe would reſume all her wonted chearful- 
nels, = | N ä "Ts 
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About three months after our marriage, my dear 


wife was ſeized with the ſmall-pox, which then raged 
in the town. I was almoſt diſtracted with my appre- 
henſions. Her life was in imminent danger. I deli- 
vered myſelf up to the moſt gloomy preſages How 
am Linatked out for misfortune !” ſaid I, am I 
% deſtined to loſe both my wives on the eve of their 
** coming of age? Her diſorder was attended with 
ſome of the molt alarming ſymptoms. At length, it 
pleaſed heaven to hear my prayeis, and a favourable 


eriſis preſented itſelf. With joy I made a ſacrifice of 
her beauty, happy in ſtill poſſeſſing the mental perfec- 


tions of this moſt excellent of women. The: feat of 


loſing her had endeared her ſo much the more to me, 


that every mark of her diſtemper, reminding me of my 
danger, ſerved to render her more valuable in my eyes. 
My careſſes and tenderneſs were redoubled; and the 

lois of charms, Which could not mike her more en- 
aging to her huſband, gave my Riaria no concern. 
Our fears, however, were again alarmed on Han- 


nah's accaunt. That good and fanhful domeſtic caught | 


the infection. Her fears, and attention on her belov- 
ed mittreſs, had injured. her conſtitution before this 
 baleful diſtemper ſeized her. She fell a ſactifice to it. 
Maria wept over the remains of one who had render» 
ed herſelf, wotthy of the; utmoſt »confderation. ! It 
was a long tiine before ſhe: could recover her ſpirits. 
When the remembrance of her lofs had a little word 
off, we paſſed our time very agreeably; and I, one 
day, remarking the ſmiles I always found on my Ma- 
ria's face, preſſed to know the melancholy which had: 
formerly given me ſo much uneaſineſs, © I may 
now,“ ſaid ſhe,' © reſolve your queſtion, without 
any hazard; the cauſe is now entirely! removed, 
Tou know there was a time when: I was thought 
4 handſome; I never waſhed to appear ſo in any other 
*« eyes than yours; unfortunately, another thought fo, 
and took ſuch meaſures to make me ſenſible of the 
«« impreſſion my beauty had made, as rendered me 


truly miſerable. Since I am as dear to you as quo 
7 « Iam 
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« [am happy in having loft charms that were fated 
® to inſpire an impious paſſion in one, who, but for 
& me, might have ſtill continued your friend.“ i 
I aſked no more. I was convinced ſhe meant the 
Captain, who had ſought to do me ſome ill offices; 
but which I did not reſent, as I purpoſed quitting the 
army at che end of the campaign. By her deſire, E 
rook no notice of his perfidy, only by avoiding every 
opportunity of being in his company. © © | 
One day, about a fortnight after Maria came of 
age, I was looking over ſome Engliſh news-papers, 
which a brother officer had lent me to read, in which 
I faw this extraordinary paragraph : | 
« Laft week was interred the body of Miſs Maria 
%% Maynard, daughter of ꝓames Maynard, Eſq; of 
« L. in Bedfordfbire, aged twenty years, ten months, 
© and a forinight. Had ſbe lived till fhe attained 
« the full ape of twenty-one, ſbe would have been 
« poſſeſſed of an eſtate worth upwards of forty 
„ theuſand pounds, which now comes to ber father, 
« the above-mentioned Janes Maynard, Eſq. 
© By a whimfical and remarkable defire of the de- 
ceaſed, a large quantity of quick-lime was put 
* into the coffin”, EIT ag | 12-80 
This piece of intelligence filled us with aftoniſh- 
ment, as we could not conceive what end it was like- 
ly to anſwer : but, on my looking up to Maria, by 
way of gathering ſome light from her opinion; and 
ſeeing not only the whole form of her face, but the 
intire caſt of her countenance changed; it immediate- 
ly ſtruck into my mind, that it would be a difficult 
matter to prove her identity—eſpecially as by the death' 
of Hannah we had loſt our only witneſs. This may 
appear a very trivial circumſtance to moſt people; 
but, when we conſider what kind of man we had to 
deal with, it will wear a more ſerious aſpect. It was 
plain he would go very great lengths to ſecure the eſ- 
tate, ſince he had taken ſuch extraordinary meaſures 
to obtain it: he had likewiſe another motive; for by 
his econd marriage he had a ſon. It is well known 
that 


cc 
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that the property of quick- lime, is to deſtroy the fea- 
tures in a very . ſpace; by which means, ſhould 
We inſiſt on the body's being taken up, no doubt he 
had uſed the precaution of getting a ſuppoſititious one; 
and, in all probability, the corroſive quality of the 
lime. would have left it very difficult to aſcertain the - 
likeneſs after ſuch methods being uſed to deſtroy it: 
We had certainly ſome reaſon for our apprekenfons 
that the father would diſown his child, when it was 
ſo much his intereſt to ſupport his own afſertion of her 
death, and when he had gone ſo far as actually to 
make a ſham funeral; and, above all, when no one who 
had been formerly acquainted with her could poſſibly. 
know: her again, ſo totally was ſhe altered both in 
voice and features. However, the only ſtep we could 
take, was to ſet off for England ww all 3 
which accordingly we did. 
I wrote Mr. Maynard a letter, i in Which I inclaſed 
one from 1 daughter. He did not deign to return any 
anſwer. I then conſulted ſome able lawyers ; they 
made not the leaſt doubt of my recovering my wife's | 
fortune as ſoon as I proved her identity. That I could 
have told them; but the difficulty aroſe how I ſhould 
do it. None of the officers were in England, who had 
{een her both before and after the 8 and whoſe 
evidence might have been uſeful. | 
Talking oyer the affair to an old gentleman, _ 
had been acquainted with my firſt wife's father—and 
who likewiſe knew Maria: have not a doubt,” 
faid he, © but this lady i is the daughter of old May- 
- „ nard, becauſe you both tell me ſo—otherwiſe I 
| " could never have believed it. But I do not well 
F « know what all this diſpute is about: I always un- 
det ſtood you was to inherit your eſtate from your 
« firſt wife. She lived till ſhe came of age 3 did the 
% got?” 
According to law,” faid E ry ſhe certainly did; 
% ſhe died that very day; but the could not ne 
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« 1 am ſtrangely miſinformed,” replied he, © if you 
« had not a right to it from that moment. But what 


« ſay the writings?” aft 3 1 

« Thoſe I never ſaw,” returned I, © As I married 
« without the conſent of my wife's relations, I had 
% no claim to demand the ſight of them; and, as ſhe 
« died before ſhe could call them hers, I had no op- 
« portunity.” eee ee 1 
| Then you have been wronged, take my word 
© for it. I aſſert, that her fortune was hers on the 
« day of marriage, unconditionally. I adviſe you to 


e go to law with the old rogue {I beg your pardon, 


„Madam, for calling your father fo) ; go ro law 
„ with him for the recovery of your firſt wite's eſtate; 
& and let him thank heaven his daughter is ſo well 
/ 1:76 | | : 

This was happy news for us. I changed my plan, 


and brought an action againſt him for detaining my 


property. In ſhort, after many beings and appeals, 
1 had the ſatisfaction of caſting him. 
father to your ſiſter and yourſelf before the cauſe 
was determined. We were driven to the utmoſt ſtraits 
while it was in agitation. At laſt, however, right 
prevailed ; and | was put in poſſeſſion of an eſtate I 
had unjuſtly been kept out of many years. 
Now I thought myſelf perfectly happy. For- 
6“ tune,” faid I, “is at length tired of perſecutin 
„ me; and I have before me the moſt felicitous i 
„ pect. Alas! how ſhort-ſighted is man!” In the 
midſt of my promiſed ſcene of permanent delight, the 
moſt dreadful of misfortunes overtook me. My loved 
Maria fell into the moſt violent diſorder, after having 
been delivered of a dead child, Good God! what 
was my ſituation, to be reduced to pray for the death 
of her who made up my whole ſcheme of happineſs ! 
Dear, dear Maria! thy image ſtill lives in my 
„% remembrance ; that, | 


” —Seeks thee ſtill in many a former ſcene ; 
«« Seeks thy fair form, thy lovely beaming eyes, 


ut I became 


„ 


* In all her fmiles, without forbidding pride.“ 
Oh ! my fulia, foch was thy mothet! wy heart 


a 
pos The death of my Maria ſeemed to detach me from 
all ſociety. I had met with too many bad people in it 
to have any regard for it; and now the only chain that 
Held me was broken. 1 retited hither ; and, in my 
firſt paroxyſms of grief, vowed never to quit this re- 
cluſe ſpet ; where, for the firſt years of your infancy, 
I brooded my misfortunes, till I became habituated 
and enured to melanchoty. I was always happy 
when either you or your fiſter had an opportunity 
of ſeeing a litile of the world. Perhaps my vow 


was a raſh one, but it is ſacred. * TN 
As your inclination was not of a retired turn, 
I conſented to a marriage, which, I hope, will be 
conducive to your felfcity. Heaven grant it may! 
Oh! moſt gracious Providence, let me not be fo 
curſt as to ſee my children unhappy ! I feel I 
could not ſupport ſuch an afflicting ſtroke. © But I 
will not anticipate an evil I continually pray to hea- 
yen to avert. We e 

= Adieu, my child! May you meet with no accident 
= or misfortune to make you out of love with the 
N world !_ #54 | 16 17 F r 
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LETTER X.. 
Io Miſs GA ENVIIT Z. 


1 HAVE. juſt peruſed wy father's long packet: I 


ſhall not however comment upon it, till I have opened 


my whole mind to you in a, more particular manner 
chil 1-yer-bave ß ETC one 

The firft part of my father's letter has given me 
much concern, by awakening fome doubts, which I 
knew not ſubſiſted in my boſom. He aſks ſuch | 


tions relative to my real ſtate of happineſs, as diftreſs 


me to anſwer. I have examined my moft inward 
thoughts, Shall I tell you, my Louiſa, the exami- 
nation does not ſatisfy me? I believe in this life, and 
particularly in this town, we muſt not ſearch too deep- 
ly—to be happy, we muſt take both perſons and things 
as we in general find them, without ſcrutinizing too 
cloſely. The reſearches are not attended with that 
pleaſure we would. wiſh to find. _ Se 


The mind may be amuſed, or, more properly ſpeak- 
ing, employed, fo as not to give it leiture to think; 
and, I fancy, the people in this part of the world 
eſteem reflection an evil, and therefore keep continual- 
ly hurrying from place to place, to leave no room ot 
time for it. For my own part, I ſomevimes feel ſome 


little compunction of mind from the diſſipated life T 


lead; and wiſh I had been caſt in a lefs tumultuous 
ſcene. I even ſometimes venture to propoſe to Sir 
William a ſcheme, of ſpending a little, more time at 


home—telling him, it will be more for out advantage 


with reſpect to our health, as the repeated hurries in 
which we are engaged muſt, in future, be hurtful to 
us. He laughs at my ſober plan: Nothing,“ he 


ſays, is fo ſerviceable to the body, as unbending the 


** mind—as to the reſt, my notions are owing to the 
66 * 8 ” = = ; 'S 1 
£5 prejudices of education; but that in time he hopes 
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Muy mind is not at the ſame time quite at caſe. 
ſee I ſhall have ſome things to communicate to you 


8 HE SY LEH. . 
« my ruſticity will yield to the en. For God's ſake,” 


he continues, make yourſelf ready - you know you 


« know you are to be at the opera or ſomewhere 
or other. So away goes reflection; and we are whirl- 


ed away in the ſtream of diſſipation, with the reſt of 


the world. This ſeems a very ſufficient reaſon for 
every thing we do, Thereft of the world does ſo: 
that's quite enough, _ + - 3 


But does it convey to the heart that inward ſecret 


pleafure which increaſes on reflection? Too ſure it 
does not. However, it has been my invariable plan, 


from which I have not nor do intend to recede, to be 


governed in theſe matters by the will of my huſband : 
he is ſome years older than me, and has had great ex- 
perience in life. It ſhall be my care to preſerve my 
health and morals ;—in the reſt, be-muſt be my ew: 

fore- 


which I ſhall be unwilling ſhould meet my father's. 
eye. Perhaps the world is altered ſince he reſided in 

it; and from the novelty to him, the prefent modes 
may not meet his approbation. I would wiſh careful- 
Iy to conceal every thing from him which might give 
him pain, and which it is not in his power to remedy. 
To you, my Louiſa, I ſhall ever uſe the moſt un- 
baynded confidence. I may ſometimes tell you I am 


diſſatisfied; but when I do fo, it will not be ſo much 


out of a deſire of complaint, as to induce you to give 
me your advice, Ah! you would be ten times fitter 
to live. in the world than I. Your ſolidity and excel - 
lent judgment would point out the proper path, and 
how far you might ſtray in it unhurt; while my viva- 
city a1 R's een the gay multitude ; and when 
haye made. But I will accuſtom myſelf to relate eve- 
ry Circumſtance; to you: though they may in them 
ſelves be trivial, yet I know your affection to me will 


find them intereſting, Your good ſenſe will point out 


- 
„ 


io you what, part of our. correſpondence will be fit for 


I men- 


/ 
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1 * you two ladies, to whoſe protection 
and countenance I had been intioduced by Sir Wil- 
liam. I do not like either of them, and with it had 
ſuited him to have procured. me intimates more adapt- 7 
ed to my ſentiments. And now we are upon this 
ſubject, I muſt fay, I ſhould have been better pleaſed 
with my huſband, if he had -propoſed your coming to 
town with me. He r may have a high opinion of my 
integrity and diſcretion z but he ought in my mind 
to have reflected how very young I was; and, he 
ſcruples not frequently to ſay, how totally unlearned i in 
polite lite.— Should I not then have had a real protector 
and friend? I do not mention my early. years by way 
of begging an excuſe for any impropriety of conduct; 

far from it; there is no age in which we do not know 
right from wrong nor is extreme youth an extenua- 
tion of guilt: but there is a time of life which wants 
attention, und ſhould not be left too much to its own. 
guidance. | 

With e beſt propenfiies in the world, we may 
be led, either by the force of example, or real want 
of jud ent, too far in the flowery path of p _ 
ſure. : Every ſcene I engage in has the charm 
velty to recommend. it. I fee all to whom I ker in⸗ 
troduced do the fame ; beſides, I am following the 
taſte of Sir William; but I am (if I may be allowed 
to fay fo) too artleſs. Perhaps what I think is his in- 
clination, may be only to make trial of my natural 
diſpoſition, Though he may chooſe to live in the: 
higheſt ton, he may ſecretly with his wife a more de- 
red. turn, How then ſhall | act? I do every thing,” 
with a'chearful eee but that proceeds from. 
my deſire of pleaſing him. I accommodate myſelf. 8 
to 52 I think his taſte; 150 owing to my ignorance 
of mankind, I may be defeating my own purpoſe.” I 1 
ance fightly hinted as much to lady Besford. She 


burſt out into a fit of laughter at my duteous princi- I 


ples, I ſuppoſed I was mot by exciting her mirth: 
* is not the method of reforming me from my er- 
v but thus Lam in zeneral treated. 5 reminds 
= me 


o N — - 


* 
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me of a character in the Spectator, who, being very 
beautiful, was kept in perfect ignorance of every 
thing, and who, when ſhe made any enquiry in or- 
der to gain knowledge, was always put by, with, 
«© You are too handſome to trouble yourſelf about 
„ ſuch things.” This, according to the preſent. 


faſhion, may be polite ; but J am fure it is neither 


friendly nor fatisfaQory. - 8 I OY 
Fer ladyſhip, the other day, 'ſhewed me a very 
beautiful young woman, Lady T. She is going to 
<« be ſeparated from her huſband,” ſaid ſhe. On my 
expreſſing my ſurpriſe, —** Pſhaw ! there is nothing 
« ſurpriſing in thoſe things,” ſhe added: © it is 


_ <- cuſtomary in this world to break through ſtone⸗ 


%% walls to get together this year; and break a com- 


** mandment łhe next to get aſunder.“ But with 


e regard to her ladyſhip, 1 do not know that ſhe has 


«been imprudent; the caufe of their diſagreement 


„ proceeds. from a pfopenſity ſhe has for gaming; 


% and my lord is refolved not to be any longer an- 
<< ſwerable for her debts, having more of that ſort on 

<«-his own hands than he can well diſcharge.” Thus. 
mie favours me with ſketches of the people of faſhion. 


Alas ! Louiſa, are theſe people to make companions 


6 f? They may, for want of better, be acquaintance, 


but never can be friends. 


By her account, there is not a happy couple that 
frequents St. James's —Happineſs in her eſtimate 
is not an article in the married ſtate. Arè you not 


« happy ?” 1 aſked one day, * Happy! vhy yes, 
probably am ; but you do not ſuppoſe my hap- 
« pineſs proceeds from, my being married, any fur- 


ther than that ſtate allowing greater latitude and 
% freedom than the ſingle. ©. I enjoy title, rank, and 
liberty, by bearing Lord Besford's name. We do 


* not difagree, becauſe we very ſeldom meet. He 
« purſues his pleaſures one way, I ſeek mine ano- 
ther; and our difpoſitions being very oppoſite, 


„ they are ſure never to interfete with Lach other. 


Lam, I give you my word, a very unexceptionable 


— 


z 
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225 Fu eri that ſhould ſometimes bring a pair 
*© together, —udgment being left far behind, love. ſel- 


be ptudent. I extremely condemn thoſe, who are 


their paſſions, and bring a public diſ- 


«© liſte to you ſo long; but be aſſused,, madam, ſuch 
: diſcourſes are extremely diſagreeable to me.“ 
. Vou are A child „ faid ſhe $18; theſe matter 835 
&, Lam nt therefore angry or ſurpriſed 5 but, when 
i you. fac all the world Le a f., you wil cee 
, your aſtoniſhment”, ?“ 8 
JF ME. „5 Nr „ Would 


! 


4 


"on 


1 


*. Sir William would thank, ou for. or n 
4 Jeaſt jdea you would offe 12 of 


J « than moſt people bave.—As d 

N Big Na Town 1 am xt Be | 

4 ſo pretti y deceiving” yourſelf.—Pra y 
1 men bad vou ſeen, A 200 ON we r 

| - « your acquaintance. with Sir William? Very ku, 


— 
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4 World to heaven,” cried T, «FT bad bever tome 


« into ſuch. a deprayed warld IN How much bettet 


** had it been to have continued in ignorance- and in- 


, nocence in the f eaceful retirement in which 1 was 6 


< bred! However, J hope, with the ſeeds of, victue 
4 which TT imbibed in my infancy, 1 ſhall be ible to 


. thropgh life with honour to my family, and i in- 


1 regrity to myſelf. I mean never to engage in any 
os kind of amour, ſo ſhall never ſtand in need of your 
lady ſhip's advice, which, I muſt fay oY * think 


have the 


„She aflured i me, Sir William 'kobw £ too much of. 
4 the world to expect, or even with, his wife to be 


4 different from moſt women Who compoſed it; but 


« that ſhe had. nothing further to fa Im it Tome 


time hence want a confidante, and 1 ſhould not be 


4 unfortunate if I met with no worſe than, her, Abo 
: had ever conducted herſelf " with Progence ang 8 life 
l cretion.” þ 4 | 
"\ Tthen ſaid, „1 hack W Sit Willfadi becauſe 1 
oy © preferred. Dim, and that ; ty f ſentiments would nor 

alter“ 
40 If you can anſwer Ge your future ſentiments,” 


e Lady Besford, “ you have a greater "Enow- 


„ ledge, or at leaſt A greater be 8 dez in enee ol 
1028 NED 


been 'addr e 
« 1 fancy, that were likely to make an impteſſion 
2 85 your heart, or that could be put into a compe- 
1 Nd with him, without an affront from the com- 

parſſop. So becauſe y ou thovy ht Sir William 

« 7 a handſome: 15485 and genteeler in his dreſs 

4 than the boors you had been accuſtomed” to fee 7 

- add. to which. his being paſſionately enamob 
4 you——you directly conclude, you ha ve given Kim 


; _ in preference to all. other men, and that your 


« heart 


3 


© heart is devoted to him alone: you may think i 
** nay, I dare ſay, you do think ſo ; but, believe me, 


fo; 


a time may come when you will think otherwiſe. 


o 


„ You may poſlibly likewiſe imagine, as Sir William 
vas ſo much in love, that you will be for ever poſ- 
4 ſeſſed of his heart ;—it is almoſt a pity to overturn 


« ſo pretty a ſyſtem ; but, take my word for it, Lady 
«« Stanley, Sir William will ſoon teach you another 
„ leflon ; he will ſoon gonviace you, the matrimonial 


* ſhackles are not binding enough to abridge him of 
© the faſhionable enjoyments of life; and that, when 


* he married, he did not mean to ſeclude himſelf from 
** thoſe pleaſures, which, as a man of the world, he 
js intitled to partake of, becauſe love was the prin- 
*© cipal ingredient and main ſpring of your engagement. 
That love may not laſt for ever. He is of a gay dit> 


4 poſition, and his taſte muſt be fed with variety.“ 


e cannot imagine, Lrejoined, interrupting her 


ladyſhip, © I cannot imagine what end it is to an- 


„ {wer, that you ſeem defirous of planting diſcord 


s between my huſband and me. Ido not ſuppoſe you 
have any views on him; as, according to. your 
* principles, his being married would be no obſtacle 
to that view.—Whateyer may be the failings of Sir 


«© William, as his wife, it is my duty not to reſent 


them, and may. intereſt not to ſee them. I ſhall not 
thank your ladyſhip for opening my eyes, or ſeeking 
to develope. my ſentiments reſpeQing the preference 
I have ſhewed him; any more than he is obliged to 
_. you, for-ſeeking to corrupt the morals of a woman 


„whom he has made the guardian of his Honour. J 


hope to preſetve that and ny own untainted, even 


in this nurſery of vice and folly. I fancy Sir Wil- 


cretion and ptudence you yourſelf, would wiſh me: 

Some company cowing in, put an. end to our conver- 
ſation. I need not tell you, 1 mall be very Thy. of 
e en. VVT 57 


< liam little thought what inſtructions you would give 
e de e your de 


; am, howeyer, 
<*. indebted to you for putting me on my guard ;; and 


x 


ANG» 
be aſſuxed, I ſhall be careful to act with all the diſ- 


> | 


7 
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her ladyſhip in future. Good God ! are all the 


world, as ſhe calls the circle of her acquaintance, like 


herſelf 2. If: fo, how dreadful to be caſt in ſuch a lot! 


But I will ſtil} hope, detraction is among the cata- 


logue of her failings, and that ſhe views the world 
with Jaundiced eyes. 


As to the male acquaintance of Sir William, I can- 


not fay they are higher in my -eſtimation than the 
other ſex: Is it becauſe. J am young and ignorant, 


that they, one and all, take the liberty of almoſt 
making love to me? Lord Biddulph, in particular, 


I diſlike; and yet he is Sic William's moſt approved 


friend.- Colonel Montague is another who is eternally 


here. The only unexceptionable one is a foreign gen- 

1 — fleman,. Baron Tonhaufen,- There is a modeſt diffi- 
dence in his addreſs which intereſts one much in his 
favour. I. declare, the only bluſh I. have ſeen ſince 1 

left Wales was on his cheek when he was introduced. 


I fancy he is as little acquainted with the vicious man- 


ners of the court as myſelf, as he feemed-under ſome 
confuſion on his firſt converfation. He is but newly 
Anon to gir William; but, being a man of rank, 
aud politely received in the beau monde, he is a wel- 
dome viſitor at our houſe. But thou ugh he comes often, 


de is not obtrufive like the reſt, .. hey will never let 


me be at quiet for ever propoſing chis or the other 


ſcheme—which, as I obſerved before, I comply with, 


more out of conformity to the will of Sir William, 


than to my own taſte. Not that I would have you 
ſuppoſe I do not like any of the public places I fre- 


qquent. I am charmed at the opera; and receive a 


you high, and, I think, rational, delight at a good 
Tam far from being an enemy to pleaſure— 


| bo chen 1 would wiſh to have it under ſome degree of 


ſubordination „ N it be the amuſement, not the bu- 


_ -fineſs of life. 


Lord Biddulph is what Lady Besford ſtiles, my Ciciſ- 
Fro—that i is, he takes upon him the. taſk of attending 
me to public places, calling my chair—handing me 
refreſlunents, and- e but L aſſure you, I do 


1377 not 
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not approve of him in the leaſt : and Lady Bes- 
ford may be affured, I ſhall, at leaſt, follow her 
kind advice in - this particular, not to admit him 
| to familiarities; though his Lordſhip ſeems ready 
enough to avail himſelf of all opportunities of be- 
ing infinitely more aſſiduous than I wiſh him. 

Was this letter to meet the eye of my father, I 
doubt he would repent his ready acquieſcence to. my 
marriage. He would not- think the ſcenes, in Which 
Jam involved, an equivalent for the calm joys I left 
in the mountains. And was he to know that Sir Wil- 
N liam and I have not met theſe three days but at meals, 
and then ſurrounded with company; he would not 
think the tenderneſs of an huſband a recompence for 
the loſs of a father's and ſiſter's affection. I do not, 
however, do well to complain. I have no juſt reaſons, 
and it is a weakneſs to be uneaſy without a cauſe. 
Adieu then, my Louiſa ; be aſſured, my heart ſhall 
never know a Wan either in its virtuous principles, 
or in its tender love to you. I might have been hap- 
py, ſuperlatively fo, with Sir William in a deſert, but, 
in this vail of vice, it is impoſſible, unleſs one can 
adapt one's ſentiments to the ſtyle of thoſe one is among. 
I will be every thing I can, without forgetting to be 
what I ought, in order to merit the affection you have 
ever ſhewed to your faithful 7 Se 
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1 HRE E days, my Julia, and never met but 
ut meals ! Good God! to what can this ſtrange. beha- 
Viour be owing ? You fay, you tell me every circum- 
ſtance. Have you had any diſagreement z and is this 
the method your huſband takes to ſhew his. reſcat- 
ment? Ah! Julia, be not afraid of my ſhewing your 
Tetters to my father; do you think I would precipitate 
bim with forrow to the grave, or at leaſt wound his 
revered boſom with ſuch anguiſh ? No, Julia, I will 5 
bdurſt my heart in filence, but never tell my 322 0 | 
Alas! my fiſter, friend of my ſoul, why are we ſepa- 
rated? The loſs of your loved ſociety I would facri- 
fice, could I but hear you were happy. But can you be 
ſo among ſuch wretches ? Yet be comforted, my Juliaz  *+| 
Have confidence in the rectitude of your own actions 
and thoughts ; but, above all, petition heaven to ſup- 
porr you. in all ane Be afured, while you have 
the protection of the Almighty, theſe impious vile 
'wreiches will not, cannot, prevail againft you. Your 
virtue will ſhine out more conſpicuoufly, while ſur- 
rounded with their vices „ 
That horrid Lady Besford! Tam ſure you feel all 
the deteftation you ought for ſuch a character. As you NE 
become acquainted with other people, (and they can- 1 
f fo bad)—you may take an opportunity of 


s# = 


Bat be all ſo | 
Making her off. Dear creature? how art thou beſet ? 
Surely, Sir William is very thoughtleſs ; with his ex- 
© Perierice, he ought to have known how tmproper ſuch 
a woman was for the protector of his wife. And why 
| muſt this Lord—what's his odious name ?—why is he 
10 be your eſcorie Is it not the huſband's province +[- 
| 3 Dns 18 b - Tf $ SEE 12044 EE * "bo N i 
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to guard and defend: his wife? What a world are 8 
caſt in! 

1 find poor Win has written to her aunt Bailey, and 
complains heavily of her ſituation. © She ſays, Grifiih 
is ſtil] more diſcontented than herſelf ; ſince he is the 
jeſt of all the other ſervants. They both with them- 
ſelyes at home again. She likewiſe > Tell Mrs. Bailey, 
that ſhe is not fit to dreſs you according to the fathion, 

- and pives a 83 account of the many diffetent 
thing ? ut on and pull:off ''wher you are, what 
the alle, U bie gh-dreffed. If ſhe is of no uſe to you, 
I wiſh you bole ſend her back before her wo- 
rals are corrupted. Confider, ſhe has not had the 
advantage of education, as you have had; and, 
being without thoſe reſources within, may the more 
eaſily fall a prey to ſome inſidious betrayer 3 ; for, 

_ .no doubt, in ſuch a, place | | 


: 66 re as well can act the rake, 
Wy As tho e in higher ſphere.” 


! you her. N then, if ſhe is willing, as in 
nocent and artleſs as ſhe left us. Oh! that I cou d 
enlarge that wiſh ! I ſhould have been glad” you 
had had Mrs. Bailey with you; ſhe might have 
been of ſome ſervice to you. Her long reſidence 
in our family would have given her ſome weight 
in yours, which I doubt is ſadly managed by ins 
account. The ſervants are diſorderly and negli 
gent. Don't you think of going into the coun- 
try? Spring comes forward very faſt; and next monſh 
1s the faireſt of the year. _ 

Would to heaven you were ke 21 long ar- 
dently for your company; and, rather than 
it, would almoſt conſent to ſhare it with the 52 
pated tribe you are obliged to affociate with ;—but 
that n is not allowed me. I could not leave 

i 1 I muſt further ſay, I ſhould have 
too much pr e to come unaſked ; and you know 
Sir 'V liam never gave me an invitation, 


I ſhed 
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I ſhed tears over the latter part of your letters 
whe you ſay, I could be happy, Sſuperlatively ſo» 
with Sir William in a deſert ; but here it is impoſſi- 
lle. Whatever he may think, he would be happy 
too; at leaſt he appeared fo while with us. Oh f 
that he could have been ſatisfied with our calm joys. 
which mend the heart, and left u falle deluſive 
* which eee vitiate it u 5 r 


2 


3 


1 9 Deueſt Julia, alien! 
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0 US A] my deareft girl ! who do you think 
1 have met with ?—No other than Lady Melford ! I 
faw her this day. in the drawing-room. I inſtantly re- 
cognized her ladyſhip, and, catching her eye, made 
my obeiſance, to her. She returned my falute, in a 
manner Which ſeemed to fay, ** I don't know you; 
„but I wiſh to recollect you.” —As often as I looked 
up, I found J engaged her attention. When their 
majeſties were withdrawn, I was fitting in one of the 
windows with Lady Anne Parker, and ſome other 
folks. about me,—I then ſaw Lady Melford moving 
towards me. I roſe, and preſſed her to take my place. 
% You are very abliging,” faid ſhe: I will, if you 
« pleaſe, . accept part of it, as I wiſh to be informed 
« who it is that is ſo polite as to pay ſuch civility to 
ic an old woman.” Lady Anne, finding we were en- 
tering on converſation, wiſhed me a good day, and 


went off. | 


1 


I am perfectly well acquainted with your fea- 
4 tures,” ſaid her ladyſhip ; © but I cannot call to 
on my memory what is your name.” | | ; 
Have you then quite forgot Julia Grenville, to 
„% whom you was fo kind while ſhe was on a viſt 
* with your grandfather at L.“ 1 


- 
* 


„ julia Grenville! Aye, ſo it is; but, my dear, 
1. how came I to meet you in the drawing- room at St. 
© James's, whom J thought ſtill an inmate of the 


mountains? Has your father reſcinded his reſoluti- 
* on of ſpending his life there? and where is your 
ve ſiſter ?” a 6 0 1 | ö 5 
My father,” I replied, * is ſtill in his fayourite 
retreat; my ſiſter reſides with him,-I have been 
5 | | «6 in 
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< in town ſome time, and. am at preſent an inhabi- 


© tant of it.” 

To whoſe protection could your father confide 
„% you, my dear?” . 

Fo the beſt protector in the world, madam, 1 


anſwered, {miling—*" to an huſband.” - 


TA huſband! ſhe repeated, quite altoniſhed, 
4 What, child, are you married? And who, my 
Pay 


44 dear, is this huſband that your father. could, 


& with you to?“. 

. That gentleman. in the blue "and flver velvet, 
« acroſs the room, — Sir William Stanley. Does 
% your lady hip know him? _ 

By name and character 7, lp” _ the anfrered. 
« You are very young, my dear, to be thus initiated 


4 in the world. Has Sir \ illiam a any relations, fe- 


« male ones I mean, who are fit companions for you ? 


23 « This is a dangerous place for young inexperienced 


Fir to be leſt to their own guidance.“ 

mentioned the ladies to whom I had been i intro- 
og « 1 don't know them,” faid Lady Melford; > 
* no doubt they are women of character, as they 
<« are the Lienda of your huſband, I am, however, 
ts glad to ſee you, and hope you are happily mar- 


tried. My meeting you here is ow 14 to having at- 


4 tended a lady who was introduced ; I came to 


« town from, D. for that 7 24 | 

| Taſked her ladyſhip, if the would Lat me to 
wait on her while ſhe remained i in town. She. oblig- 
ingly faid, * the took it very kind in a young perſon 
« ſthewing, ſuch, attention to. her, and ſhould always 
i be glad of my Ja 

The counſel of La Melford may be of ſetvice to 
me... I am extremely hap y'to have ſeen her. I re- 
member with leaſure the mph, 1. $954 at L. 
reproach myſelf for not writin ng to ony Melford, 
I doubt the thinks me ungtateful, or (rd the buſy 
ſcenes in which I am FE ea have obliterated all 


former fond remembrances. I will ſoon convince her, 
that 1 gay inſignificant crowd, cane wear * 


the impreſſion enk ber kindneſs ow 9 
heart in early —— N 


„ 
*%. * 3 


— 


Jeb letter | is Juſt brought to my DIY Ye, my 
dear Louiſa, I have not a doubt but that, while I de- 
ferve it, I ſhall be the immediate care of heaven. 
Join your prayers to mine; and they will, when of- 
fered with heart-felt ſincerity, be heard. 

I have nothing to apprehend from Lady 9 
Such kind of women can never ſeduce me. She ſfiews 
herſelf too openly ; and the diſcovery of her chatac- 
ter gives me no other concern, than as it too evident- 
Nees in my eyes the extreme careleſfneſs of Sir 

illiam: Jowũ˖ there I am in fome degree 8 
But if he is indifferent about my morals and well-do- 
ing in life, it will more abfohutely become my duſineſz 
to take care of myſelf, an arduous taſk for a young 
gitl, Tsun w ch i many incitements to quit the 
{trait parks, and ſo many examples of thoſe that do. 
As to the &conomy of my family, 1 fear it is but 
badly managed. — However, T do not know' how to 
interfere, as we have a houſec kee per. who is em- 

wered to give all orders, &c. If Win is defirous 

of returning, I ſhall not exert m voice to oppoſe 
her inclinations, thongh I own I ſhall be very forry 
to loſe the only domeftic in my family in whom 1 | can 
N the leaſt confidence, or who is attached to me 

other motive than intereſt. I will never 

Botwitht anding my repugnance to her leaving me, of: 
fer any objections which, may influence her Sober op 
but I do not think with you her morals will be in any 
danger, as ſtie in general keeps either in my pps | 
ents, or in the 'houſe-keeper's. © © 
+ I do not know how Griffith manages; 1 ſhould©be 
concerned that hie ſhould be ill. uſed by the reſt of che 
ſervants ; his dialect, and to them ſingular manners, 
may excite their boiſterous mirth ; and T know, thou 
te is EE creature, yet he has all — 
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pleaſure in thwarting and teaſing the poor Cambro-Bri- 
ton; but of this I am not likely to be informed, as be- 
ing fo whelly out of- my ſpheres _ 


I could hardly help fniling at that part of your let- 


per perſon to, attend his wife to public places. He 

different are your ideas from thoſe of the people of 
this town, or at leaſt to their practice !—A woman, 
who would not bluſh at being convicted in a little affair 
of gallantry, would be .xeady-to fink with confuſion, 
thould ſhe receive thoſe tendres froin an huſband in 
public, which when offered by any other man is ac- 
cepted, with pleaſure and complacency, Sir William 
never goes with me to any of theſe faſhionable moye- 
ments. It is true, we often meet; but very ſeldom 
join, as we are in general in ſeparate parties. Whom 
Sed hath, joined, let no man put aſunder, is a part of 
the ceremony; but here it is the buſineſs of every 
one to endeavour. to put a man and wife afunder z— 
faſhion not making it decent to appear together. 
- Theſe etiguettes, though, ſo abſolutely neceſſary in 
polite life, are by no means reconcileable to rea- 
ſon, or to my wiſhes. But my voice would be 
too weak to be heard againſt the general cry; or 
being heard, I, ſhould be thought too inſignificar 

to be attended to. pens | 3 e * 
Conſcience makes cowards of us all,” ſome 
poet ſays; and your Julia ſays, faſhion makes fools 
of us all; but ſhe only whiſpers this to the dear 
boſom of her friend. Oh ! my. Louifa, that you 
were with me!—lIt is with this wiſh I end all my 
letters; mentally ſo, if I do not openly thus ex- 
preſs myſelf.Abſence ſeems to increaſe my af- 
fection.— One reaſon is, becauſe I cannot find any 


out of the hundreds J viſit, not one with whom I can 


William, which was ſtrong enough to tear me. from 


your arms, is not ſufficient to ſuppreſs the guſhing tear, 
7 . © Sx, : OT 


# 


- 


of his countrymen ; and therefore; they may take a 


ter, e you ſay, you think the huſhand / the —4 
OW. 


one to ſupply to me, the loſs I ſuſtain in you; 


form a friendly attachment. My attachment to Sir 
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or huſh the riſing ſigh, when 1 fit and reffect on what 
I once poſſeſſed, and what I much want at this 
moment. Adieu, thy dear Louiſa! continue your 


tender attention to the hoſt * fathers,—and love 
me always. A 


JULIA STANLEY. 
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— - 
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To THE SAME, 


I SPENT a whole morning with Lady Mel ford, 
more to my ſatisfaction than any one I have paſſed 
ſince I left yan. But this treat cannot be repeated; 
her ladyſhip leaves town this day. She was fo good 
as to ſay, ſhe was ſorry her ſtay was fo thort, and wiſh- 
ed to have had more time with me, 1 can truly 
join with her. Her converſation was friendly and pa- 
rental. She cautioned me againſt falling into the levi- 
ties of the ſex - which unhappily, ſhe obſerved, were 
now become fo prevalent ; and further told me, how 
cautious I oaght to be of my female acquaintance, 
ſince the reputation of a young woman riles and falls 
in proportion to the merit of her aſſociates. I judg- 
ed ſhe had Lady Besford in her mind. I anſwered, 
- I thought myſelf unhappy in not having you with 
me, and likewiſe poſſeſſing ſo little penetration, that 
I could not diſcover who were, or who were not, 
proper companions ; that relying on the experience of 
Sir William, I had left the choice of them to him, 
truſting he would not introduce thoſe whoſe charac- 
ters and morals were reprehenſible; but Whether it 
proceeded from my ignorance, or from the mode of 
- the times, I could not admire the ſentiments of ei- 
ther of the ladies with whom I was more intimately 
connected, but wiſhed to have the opinion of one 
Whoſe judgment was more matured than mine. 
Lady Melford replied, the circle of her acquaint- 
ace was rather confined ;—and that her ſhort reſi- 
diences at a time in town left her an incompetent judge: 
but my dear, ſhe added, the . 
üjnſtilled into you by your excellent father, join- 
ed to the innate googneſs of your heart, muſt guide 
you through the warfare of life, Never for one 
12 ad De moment 
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, moment liſten to the ſeductive voice of folly, whe- 
<< ther its advocate be man or woman. —If a man is 
1% ptofuſe in flattery, believe him an invidious betray- 
er, who only watches a favourable moment to ruin 
your peace of mind for ever. Suffer no one to 
* leſſen your huſband in your eſteem: no one will 
attempt it, but from ſiniſter views: di FL alt 
es ſuch, either by grave remonſtrances or lively ſallies. 
46 Perhaps ſome will officioufly bring you informiati- 
* tions of the ſuppoſed infidelmy of your huſband, in 
* hopesthey may induce you to take a faſhionable 
revenge. Labour to convince ſuch, how you de- 
oy! teſt all infoxitiers ; fpeak of your confidence in him, 
© and that nothing ſhall perſuade you but that he 
acts as he ought... But, ſince the heart of man ga- 
* turally loves variety, and, from the depravity of the 
Lage, — ＋ which I call criminal, are allowed 
* 85 them, Sir William may not pay that ſtrict obe- 
e dienee to his part of the marriage contract as he 
CLE -ought 5 remember, my. dear, his conduct can never 
© exculpate any breach in yours. Gentleneſs and 
x com on your part are the only weapons 
_*< you thould'prove to any little irregularity on his. 
ſuck behaviour, I doubt not, you will — 
1 2 will deſerve to de ſo.” + 
Ah] my dear Louiſa, what a loſs ſhall Thave in 
: a been ble monitreſs ! IL wilk: tieaſute up <q _ 
| cellent advice, and hope to reap the benefit of it. 
I I diflike Lady Besford, I think T have more * 
fon to be diſpleaſed with Lady Anne Parker.—She 
das more artifice, and is conſequently. a more dange - 
rous companion. She has more than once giuen hints 
of the freedoms which Sir William allows in himſelf. 
—-Phe other night at the opera ſhe pointed out one 
of the dancers, and affured me, Sir William Was 
„ muh eiwvied for having ſubdued the virtue of 
that girl. That,“ continũed ſhe, Was her Vis 2 
„ n that 2 adulired this morning; the lives in 
-« great taſte ; I ſuppoſe her allowance is fuperd.” 
2 it | 18 10 the ton to keep opera*girls, 2 per- 


haps, 


_ convinced he muſt 
| In the houſe was very conſpicuqus: but I thought he 
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haps, the men who ſupport them never pay them a 


viſit. —T therefore concluded this affair was one of 
that ſort. Such creatures can never deprive me of 


my huſband's heart, and I ſhould. be ver weak to 


be uneaſy about ſuch connections 

Laſt night, however, a citcumſtance 38 
which, I own, touched my heart more ſenſibly. Lady 
Anne inſiſted on my accompanying her to the opera. 
Sir William dined- out; and as our party was ſudden; 


new not of my intention of being there. Towards 


the end of the opera, I obſeryed my huſband in one 
of | the upper · boxes, with a. very elegant loching 
woman, dreffed in the genteeleſt taſte, to whom; be 


appeared very. aſſiduous.— There is Si Tah, 


ſaid I. Yes,” ſaid Lady Anne, but dare «Ys 


© Poſſibly not,” I anſwered, . A little female cu- 


he did not expect to ſee. you here.” 


rioßty urged me 10 aſk, if ſhe knew who that lady 
was She ſmiled and anſwered, % ſbel believed ſhe 
did.“ A very favourite air being then bogus 


1 dropped the converſations; though I could: not help 
now- and then — a look at my huſband... JL was 
ee and · know me, as my ſituation 


ſeemed indu ſtriouſly to avoid meeting my eyes. The 


8 opera being ended, we adjourned to the coffee: room; 


and having miſſed Sir William a little time before: 
naturally expected to ſee him there ; as it ĩs cuſtomary 
for allt company to affecable there nds to; their 
going-to their carriages : 1 

A great number of people ſoon $904 us. Baron 


Fan ee had juſt 1 glaſg of orgeat's 
and was chatting, in an-agreeable manner, when Lord 


came up. . Lady Stanley,“ faid he with 

an air of ſüfpriſe: „J thouglit- [ faw- you this; mo- 

„ ment in: Sir Wültam s charidt. 1 Aittle expeRed 
«the happineſs of meeting you here“ 


1 25 . "You: faw Sir William, my Lord, I believe, faid 


Lady Anne; but as to the Lady! you! are miſta- 


* . kea—though 1 ſhould have ſuppoſed you might 


© have 


S:/ 


ce 
ec 
cc - 
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have reedgnized your old friend Luey Gardi ner; 
they were together in one of, the boxes. — Sly 


wretch ! he thought we did not ſee him.“ 
„Oh! you ladies have ſuch penetrating eyes,” 


replied his Lordſhip, © that we poor men — and 


* o 


i 
«i 
"TY 


re 


« eſpecially the married ones, ought to be careful 


how we conduct outſelves, But, my dear Lady 


Stanley, how have you been entetrained ? Was nat 
Rauzzini exqufſite?ꝰ 

Can you aſk how her ladyſhip kas been tha 

when you have juſt informed her, her Care Spaſo 


was ſeen with a favourite Sultana ?” 
„ Pſhaw !” ſaid his Lordſhip, ©* there is s nothing 
in that—tour la mode de Frangois. The conduct 


of an huſband cannot diſcompoſe a Lady of ſenſe, 


What fays the lovely Lady Stanley?“ 

« 1 anſwer,” [replied very feripully; « Sit William 
has an undoubted right to act as he pleaſes, I 
never have or ever intend to preſcribe rules to him; 


ſufficient, think, to conduct myſelf.” 


% Bravo !” cried 15d Biddulph, * {poke like a he- 


Toine: and I hope my dear Lady Stanley will act as 


ſhe pleaſes too 
„Ida when I can,” I anſwered Then turning 


to Lady Anne, „Not to break i in on your amuſe- 


men,” I continued „will you give me leave to 
wait on you to Brook- reel? * know you have 
+ promiſed to ſup with me.“ 

„ Moft chearfully,“ ſaid ſhe ;—* but will you not 
aſk the beaux to attend us??? 


Lord Biddulph ſaid, he was moſt unfortunately en- 


# Pes to Lady D—'s route; The Baron refuſed, as 


e wiſhed 10 be intreated. Lady Anne would take 


no denial ; and, when I affufed him his company 
would give me leaſüre he conſentet. 


T was handed to the coach by bis Lordſhip, who 


took that opportunity of condemning Sir William's 
Want of taſte ; and laviſhing the utmoſt encomiums on 


yo 
Sic 


"Willd kw whom they paſſed as nothing. If 
Ilan is unfaithful, Lord Biddulph is not the 


man 


man to reconcile me to the ſex..., I ſee his motives in 
too glaring colours. No, the ſoft. timidity of Ton- 
hauſen, which, while it indicates the proſoundeſt reſ- 
pect, ſtill betrays the utmoſt tenderneſs he ĩt is alone 
who could teſtore the character of mankind, and 
raiſe it again in my eſtimation. But what have 1 
ſaid ? Dear Louiſe, I bluſh at having diſcovered to 
you, that J am, paſt all doubt, the object of the Ba- 
ron's tender ſentiments. Ahl can I miſtake thoſe 
glances, which modeſt reſerve and deference urge him 
to correct? Yet fear me not. I am married. My vows 
are regiſtered in the book of heaven; and as, by their 
irreverſible decree, l am bound to honour and obey 
my huſband, ſo will I ſtrive to love him, and him 
alone; though I have long ſince ceaſed to be the ob- 
je& of his? Of what coniequence, however, is that? 
I am indiſſolubly united to him; he was the man of 
my choice to ſay he was the firſt man I almoſt ever 
ſaw— and to plead my youth and inexperience—oh! 
what does that avail? Nor, does his neglect juſtify 
eee 4s 155 1 ans ioly od! 
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For man the lawleſs libertine may rove.” _ . 


| But this is a firange digreſſion. The Baron ac- 

companted.us to ſupper. During our repaſt, Lady | 

Anne made a thouſand fallies to divert us. My mind, 
however feemed that night inſected by the demon 
of-d11 f 1 could not be chearſul and yet, | I am 
ſure, I was not jealous of this Lucy. Gardiner. Me- 
lancholy was contagious: Ton-hauſen caught it— 

I éobſerved him ſometimes heave a ſuppreſſed ſigh. 
Lady Anne was determined 10 diſſipale the gloom 
which inveloped us, and began drawing, with her ſa- 
tirical pen, the characters ot her acquaintancde. 

« P.—, with his round unthinking face how aſſidu- 

% ous he was to Miſs W —, complimenting her on 
the brilliancy of her complexion, though he knows 
„ ſhe wore. more rouge than ahnoſt any woman of 

a N nor. 3 
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cc quality —extolling her ſoreſt of bair, when moſt 
likely he ſaw it this morning brought in a band box 
« Land celebrating the pearly whiteneſs of her teeth, 
« when he was preſent at their tranſplanting. ' But 
„ he is not a flave to propriety or even common 
«© ſenſe. No, dear creature he has a ſoul above it. 
„ —}ut did you not take notice of Lady L—-, how 
<< ſhe ogled Captain F. when her booby Lord turned 
„ his head aſide? What a ridiculous: fop is that! 
„The moſt glaring proofs will not convince” him of 
« his wife's inficelity. * Captain F.“ faid he to me 
<< yeſterday at court; Captain F. I aſſure you, Lady 
„ Anne, is a great favourite with me.“ It is a fa- 
« mily partiality,” faid I ; Lady L. ſeems to have no 
% averſion to him.“ Ah, there you miſtake, fair Lady, 
„want my Lady to have the ſame affection for him 
have. He has done all he can to pleaſe her, and 
yet ſhe does not ſeem ſatisfied with him. © Uncon- 
„ {cionable cried I, why then ſhe is never to be 
„ fatisfied,% * Why fo I ſay; but it proceeds from 
* the violence of her attachment to me. Oh! Lady 
Anne, ſhe is the moſt virtnous and diſcreeteſt Lady. 
*« I ſhould be the happieſt man in the world, if ſhe 
would but ſhew a little more conſideration to my 
** friend.” I think ita pity he does not know his hap- 
1 Nen as I have not the leaſt doubt of F. and her. 
* Ladyſhip having a pretty good underſtanding toge- 
oY gen. Tees es, the 5 3 — 
ning on unheeded by either of us, when her harangue 
was interrupted by an alarming accident happening 
to me. I had fat ſome time, leaning my head on my 
hand; though, God Knows] paying very little atten» - 
tion to Lady Anne's ſketches, when | ſome of the ſu- 
perfluous ornaments of my head-drefs, coming rather 
too near the candle, caught fire, and the whole tarrago 
of ribbands, lace, and geu-gaws, were inſtantly in 
flames, I ſhrieked out in the utmoſt terror, and 
ſhould have been a very great ſufferet perhaps been 
burnt to death—had not the Baron had the preſence 
of mind to roll my head, flames and all, up in my 


ſhawl, 


* 


* 


——_ 
* 
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_ Thawl, which. fortunately. hung on the back of my 
Chair and, by ſuch precaution, preſerved the capitol, 
How ticles are the 1 Fig which render. us li- 
able to ſuch accidents! My fright howeyet proved 
more than the damage ſuſtained. When the flames 

were exting wiſhed, I thought Lady Anne would have 

"Exp ireck with mirth, owing to the diſaſtrous: figure I 

Fr -with my ſinged feathers, &c. The whimſica] 

- Uifireſs of the heroine of the Election Ball preſented 

Itlelf to Her imagination; and the pale face of the 

 affrighted Baron, during the contleg ation, heightened 

He) picture. Even ſuch a man,“ the cried, ** fo dead 

in 12 ſo woe. be- gone! Excuſe me dear Ton- 

n danger is over now. 1 mult indulge 

oe my tiftble faculties.” 

—« I will RO Teadily join ans your Ladyſhip,” j- 
| anſwered the: Baron, das my joy is in proportion te I * 
= 8 were my apprehenfipns. . But I muſt con- 
(| dem a fafhion which 1 Is ſo injurious tq le afery 
| | n of the r 
* The accident, however, "Jifoncerted me abt * lit- X 
7 tle, and made me quite unfit for company, They | 
nne the — 55 Nene on 7 Ale and tba Ps. | 
move of me. 3 2 I. 
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| 1 2 Gee not t gone to bed vet. gate 1 1 hope 
you did not ſit up fol me; You know that is a piece 
of ceremony. 1 would chuſe to. diſpenſe, Wilks as \ 
| T it always carries a tacit 2 1 under an appear- 
| | ace of tender folicitude,” 1 fancied 1 ſaw i in his 
"BY 1 22 coun- 
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&. coufitettinice à coffribuſnefb thät he deferred re- 


40 (proach, and a determination to begin firlt to find 
« fault. I was vexed, and anfwered, 
Lou might Have waited for the reproach Al leaſt, 


« before you prefudged my conduct. Nor can you 


* have any apprehenſions that 1 ſhould make ſuch, 
0 Raving bever taken that liberty: 7 do you 
do ne. jaſtice in fuppo ba focht me Ca pable 0 f the mean- 
ness you üg lade, on ridi 

© hour. That 8 d 9 is "Os to 518 accident, 

* by which T mi; 

« which, though 505 {6 unkindty accuſe nie of being 
© * iniptgperty prying and curious, I Will if you permit 


me, relate . you, in order 70 juſtify myſelf,” He 


5 "exptdall I ſhould afk foaie quefſichs which 
would' e dilagreeablt tb Bim ; and therefore, finding 
Aim totally ſilent on that head, his features became 
more relaxed; he ehquired, will forte” tenderneſs, 
What alarming accident T hinted at. I infornied him 


of every eircumſtance. My account put him into 


good humour ; and we leughedover the dtbil ſcene ve- 


ry keattly, 'Obſervirts, however, I Was ſulte en. 


difhabille, © My dear girl, cried? ke throwing his 


arm round me, I doubt you will catch cold doth | 


© Riding you "ſs Urely leeren Vurning-moun= 

tain "Cone in, *« (yill'you' Nie ert 4 
wille be f de preffed me ts His bci and ex- 
Preffed in his voce ad manner more warmth of all ecti- 
on than he Had diſcoyered ſinee Tiforfbok the moun- 
tains. He Eiſſed me feverdl times With rapture ; R ant 


His eyes dwelt on me With an afdot 1 have long been 
ww 67 to betidtd. The adveuütdte at the 65254 re- 


rhthed ro thy Fmagfnarlon. Thee citefſes, thought | 


I. have been beſto ved g one, whole ptöſtitute cbarfms 
are more adniired than mine. I'fighed=* Why do 
you ſigh, Julia?“ aſked. my huſband. „ know 
4 Me [ anfoveret,” 4 Fought not to ſigh in the 
„very moment I am receiving proofs of your affecti- 
«© on. But I have not lately received ſuch proofs, 
44 and tkerefore * ſighed.“ 

F « Yon 


e up at this late | 


dave Been 4 rb ſufferer ; and | 


—Uꝗ—U—ä— — — — 


.« 
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« You are a fooliſh girl, Julia, yet a good one too“ 


ccried he kiſſing me again : * foolith, to fancy 
« do not love you; and a good girl, not to aſk iin- 


40 pertinent queſtions. That is, your tongue is ſilent, 


4 hut you have wicked eyes, Julia, that ſeek to look 


« jato my inmoſt thoughts.“ Then I will ſhut 


«© them,” ſaid I, affecting to laugh—but added, in a 


more ſerious tone I will ſee no further than you 
ie would wiſh me; to pleaſe you, I will be lind, in- 
i ſenſible and blind.” do ohne Co homo.” 
e But, as you are not deaf, Iwill tell you what 

4% you well know— that I was at the opera—and with 
%, a lady too. Do not, however, be jealous, my dear: 
« the woman I was with was perfectly indifferent to 
« me. I met her by accident but I had a mind to 
« {oe what effect ſuch a piece of flirtation would have 
4 on you, Lam not di pleaſed with your! behaviour; 

nor would I have von ſo with mine... 
J will in all my beſt obey you, ſaid I — Then 
go to bed,” ſaid he—* To. ed, my love, and I will. 


&. follow thee.” 


Fou will not ſcruple to pronounce this a reaſonable 


long letter; my dear Louiſa, for a modern fine lady. 


Ah Hhield me from that character! Would io heaven 
Sir William was no more of the modern fine gentle 


man in his heart! I could be happy with him. - Les 


Louiſa Was indeed the object of his. affections, 


not merely ſo of his paſſions, which J fear Jam, I 


could: indeed be happy with him. My perſon ftill in- 
vites his carefſes—but for the ſofter ſentiments of the 
ſoul-—that ineffable tenderneſs which depends not on 
che tincture of the ſkin—of that, alas ! he has no, idea. 
Avoluptuaty in loye,; he profeſſes not that delicacy, 

nes all its joys. His. is all paſſion; ſenti- 


; out of the catalogue. Adieu! 


2 1 6 * > . 1 re wy ++ 
7 4 Feine enen * 944 eee 
- - 5 * 0 
4 1 . 1 2 — 
T7 > 1 2414 1 2 * 5 | 7 % . * F 2 * = 4 | [4 „ 
A . . n Kd F 9 "&; bet = ” o : * © & « CL 77 p 5 
W 3 » * 4 . 5 4 * T PT, * 14341 p . A F n F 
* - 6 , F 7 ” . 3 
E153 3-04; £3453 -: "4 | ITC E253 
F 182 "$374 4 * 4 11 ** 
: + tiny _ w -# a 
» -Þ 8 * 1 7 1 * 4 
THEE IEP 4.04 1 * 1 * 5. 
: 6 = 
:4 rt ö 
* 
8 1 , 
b 6 I 


+ % 
I * 


0 


. N - o * £ ” 99 
wm. a 8 3 
9 * ; 
. $ of 4 9 | _ I : . & 7 74 „ ; a 
4 + "4 . | . ; 2 1 : | ; . * 
wo a A (7 5 £5 ” ö 4 — 1 
# , ; b.7.0 75 7 6 a X 3 fo 4 ; $ 8 P © 4 ? 2 
— 4 5 ol F J * pgs | 
E T T E R XIII. 
# % £ * —— 7 I > ; F ; - . . ; z yt z * , 7 5 i 
A ? E 3 1 24 ++ 1 / 
F ; 5 g * : T. 542 * x ; * 1 * "a. 2 
* 1 5 1 * : f þ v4 * | 28 7 1 + 4 - 
©, ww 2 1 + 
„* ; + 
, * 
- * 
= 


8 * . 5 ' 1 5 Rs, : 
; 0 0 - *£ K * * 1 i > n . 
$ , 4 
- 4 
: A - ; 7 — 
To THE SAME. i 5 
* 8 F ; ; % * _ » - 
o 1 * #7 J s 1 a * - 1 
F . & 4 ? 's 3-4 "$: £- 8 


I HOPE my deareſt Louiſa will not be too much 
alarmed at a whole fortnight's ſilence. Ah !-Louiſa, 
the event which occaſioned, it may be productive of 
very fatal conſequences to me—yet. I will not deſpair.' 
No, Iwill truft in a good God, and the virtuous edu- 
cation I have had, They will arm me to ſubdue in- 


clinations, irreverſible. fate has rendered improper. 


But 'to'the l. te ter es 41 
Two or three nights after I wrote my laſt, I went 
to the play.—Lady Anne, Colonel Montague, and 
a Miſs Finch, were the party. Unhappily, the after- 
piece repreſented was one obtruded on the public by 
an author obnoxious to ſome of them; and there were 
two parties formed, one to condemn, the other te ſup- 
ort. Wholly unacquainted with a thing of this k ind, 
ſoon began to be alarmed at the clamour which 
rang from every part of the houſe. Ihe glaſs chans, 
deliers firſt fell a victim to a hot-headed wretch' in the; 
pit; and part of the ſhattered fragments was thrown | 
into my lap. My fears increaſed to the higheſt de- 
gree No one ſeemed to intereſt -themſelves about: 
me. Colonel Montague being an admirer 'of | Miſs; 
Finch, his attention was paid to her. The ladies; 
were ordered out of the houſe. I was, ready enough; 
to obey the, ſummons, and was ruſhing out, when my 
paſſage was ſtopped by a concourſe of people in the- 
lobby, The women ſcreaming—men ſwearing 
altogether—I thought I ſhould die with terror.“ 
% let me come out, let me come out!“ I cried. with» 
uplifted hands. No one regarded me. And I might 
have ſtood ſcreaming in concert with the reſt till this 
time, bad not the 2 moſt ſeaſonably came to my 
e F 2 aaſliſtance. 


— 


ant wege weg th the « cfoud with incre- 
dible Totes, ne flew ty me: * Deareſt Lady Stan- 
«i ley,” cried þ \**fecover your ſpirits—you x are in no 

ganger. 1 will guard you to your carriage.“ 
Others wete equally anxious about theit company, and 

every one ſtriving to get outifirſt increaſed the difficul- 
ty. Many ladies fainted in the paſſages, which being 
cloſe, became almoſt ſuffocating. 1 moment ou 

Ries and. my fears mereaſed. came alma! 
inſerwfible; The Gur moſt'kind!y 0 5 me with 
one ar mand with the other ice to make way. 
Fe men even puſhed with rudenefs by me. Ton- 
haufen expoſtulated and raved by turns; at length 
Re dre his fword, which terrified mie to ſuch a de- 
Free that I was Faking to the earth —and really gave 
ng toi up totally to deſpair. The efforts he made 
* laſt gained us 4 paſfage to the great door and, 

| without"waiting to 2 queſtions, he put me into 
a coach that happened to be near: as to my carriage, 
N Ws not to be found. - or probably ſome others had 
ofe& che ſame freedom with that, we had now with 
one" unkiown to _— | 

As foon as we were ſeated; ererbte, 72 preſſed 
Kis in the ſtrongeſt terms, that we had ſo happil 
2 op any danger. I was ſo weak that he ge 
i neceſſary to fupport me in his arms; and though 


ner yer the watmrh of his expreſſion, joined 10 my 
2 t; hack fuch an effect on me, that, 


Ne, 7 never fainted in my life before; to m 
itggerande, then, muſt be imputed my fears and foolifh 
| Peavicur in conſequence. Oh! carry me ene 
here, cried T gaſping ; do not let me die here! 
for God's fake do not Tet me die in the, coach by 


" Gr! to fuck infaginary errors. 1 will let e own. the 
*O glafſes—you will be better preſently.” But finding 
"ay bead, Which Tcould no longer ſupport, drop on 
Is ſhoulder,” and a _ _P beten my face, he 
gave 


hac no caviſe to complain of any freedom i in his man- 


A not wholly loſe my ſenſes, 1 thought 1 


My angel,“ ſaid the Baron, do not give way 


. | 
' 
. | 


& 


| 
. 
0 | 


knew not I could hear the effuſions of his heazt. On 


be could make me 


3 hohour b 


1. hardly; know: What * ſaid. Doe as you 
* at let. me. 59 homes”, Aae Lee 


THE ST UP H. 0 


gare, . loaſe, to. bis rendernpls, ich ſbewad] it» 
1 jn bis attention to my; welfare. H : prefied; we 
almoſt frantic to his boſom, called. on me in che 
maſſ endeating terms. He thought me inſenſihle. fs 


F 
Among the reſt, theſe broken ſentences were diſtinct, 


6 On ! my God ! What will become of me; | Deszeſt, 


* moſt loved of women, how is my heart diſtraged 
* And. hat 1 loſe, thee, thus? Ohl how dball 4 - 
ae ſupport th y loſs ! Too late found — ever be- 


« loved of my ſoul ! Thy N will die wick 


1. thee!” Pilturs to yousſelf,, my Louiſa, what 
were * ſenſations at this time. I have no words 
io expreſs. then—or.if I could, they would, be unfit 
for me to expieſi, . The ſenſations, themſelves, ought 
not to have found. a; Paſſage: in my boſom, Iwill 


drive them away, Loviſa.. I will not give them 


harbour, I no lon ager knew what. was become of 
1 became dead. to all aj ppearance. The Baron, 


74 a Nate of diſtraction, * to the coachman, 


to ſtop 24 where, where 1 conld receive any al 
vſtance. Fortunately we were near a chemilt's 


Ton- hauſen carried me in his arms to a back room | 
 —and by the application of drops, &c. | 1 was, 18. 4 

| gs 0 "wk T 15 ef: OS 
„ and iu portin me. was al time — 4 3 * 
: oY where. I 4 My. ſitu— 
ation in a ſtrange place, and the ſingularity of our 
appearance, affected me extremely — I. burſt. ipto 


found the Baron kneeling, at my 


tears, and intreated the Baron to; get me. a Chia | 


to convey me home. „ A chair!. Lady Seer 


* will not you then permit me to attend you..howe, # 


G Would Boy place yourſelf under the protection 


of two rangers,.. rather tan allby. 5 thas 


0 5 


„Ah! af. me, Baron,” 1 ce 


| WO 


3 ; 


be alone. He ſighed, but made no renionſtrances 
againſt my childiſh © behaviour; though his ae. 


— 


1 . + have” not -a© doubt of being much better, 9 
r Metmned, when I have had a little reſt. I am ex- 
{1 «iRterely. indebted to you for the care you have 
taken; I muſt repay it, by deſiring you to have 


10 THB 8 U NH 


a dread on going into the ſame carriage with him: 
F'thought myfelf extremely abſurd and fooliſn; 


ne J could not get the better of my apprehenſi- 


How vain they were! Never could any man 


— with more delicate attention, or more void 
of that kind 'of behaviour which might have juſti- 
fied my feats. His deſpait had prompted the diſ- 
eb very of bid ſentiments. He thought me incapa- 
ble of hearing the ſecret of his ſoul; and it was ab- 
fatd to a degree for me, by an unneceſfary circum- 
ſpection, to let him ſee I had unhappily been a 

participater of his ſecret. There was, however 
an avkward+ conſciouſneſs in my conduct towards 
him, I could not diveſt «myſelf of. I wiſſied to 
be at home. I. even expreſſed my intpatients to 


1 


manner made it obvious he ſaw and tele it. TRENT 
God! at lait we got home, - It would bo rude, 


fach he. e after your lady ſhip has ſo frequently - ex 


*wpreffed your wiſh to: be alone, to! obtrude my 


A eenpany a mement longer than abſolutely ne- 
Leſſary i, but, 7if-1you will allo me to - remain 


*in your drawing: toom till T hear yoù are a little re- 
* Covered, I Mall- eſteem it a favour,” een 


unſbmt eonſideraxion for -yourleſf': reſt will be ſa⸗ 


ene. both; and T hope to return you a · meſ- 


Vage in the: morning, that I am not at all the 
worſe for this difagrecable adventure. Adieu; 
Bayan lake my advice. He bowed, arddical on 
nie 7 ſuch #look—He ſeemed: to correct himſelf. 
—Oh! that look I what was not expreſſed im it! 
* wa yv al ſuch remembran ces 


conſequences, * however were not to wy" 
14 4 den found. other circumſtances which Thad 


o not 


: \ 


| 
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not thought on. In ſhort my dear Louiſa, I muſt | 
now diſcover io you a ſecret, which, 4 had, deter- | 
mined” to keep fone time longer at leaſt. Not 
even Sit William knew aof it. I intended to have. 
ſurpriſed you all; but this vile play-houſe affair 
zut an end to my hopes, and very near to my life. 
For two days my ſituation was very critical... As. 
ſoon as the danger was over, I recovered . apace., | 
The Baron was at my door ſeveral times in the day, | 
to enquire” after me. And Win ſaid, who. once, | 
ſaw him, that he betrayed more anxiety than apy | 
oe Dells. // v net ng | 
© Yeſterday was the firſt of my: ſeeing any company. A 
The Baron's name 'was the ry announced, The: 
ſound threw me into a pertuibation I laboured to 
conceal. Sir William preſented. him io me. lie- 
ceived his compliment with an aukward confuſi- 
on: My embarraſſment, was imputed, by my huſband, | 
2 to the fiziple bafliſulneſs of 'a country iuſtic — X. | 
'  *_ tbathfulneſs he generally renders more inſupportabts 
by the ridiculous light he chuſes to make me ap- 
ear in, rather than encouraging in me a better opi- 
nion of myſelf, which, ſometimes, he does me the 
honour of ſaying, I ought to entertain. The Baron had 
taken my hand in the moſt reſpectful manner. I ſuf- 
fered Him to lift it tothis Iips. Is it thus,“ faid Sir 
William, * you thank your deliverer ?, Had I. been in 
«© your place, Julia, 1 ſhould, have received my cham- 
© pion with open arms—at leaſt have allowed him 
„a falute.* But the Baron is a modeſt” young man. 
« Come, I will ſet you the example.“ — ſaying 
which, he caught me in his arms, and kiſſed me. 
I 'was' extremely chagtined, and felt my cheeks 
glow, not only with ſhame, but anger. You are 
too violent, Sir William,” ſaid I very gravely, 
Lou have exceſſively diſeoncerted me.“) I will. 
% allow,” faid he, I might have been too eager 2 
. now you ſhall experience the difference between 
4 'the extatic- ardor of an adoring huſband, and hy 
*73; SE | REP che „ po 
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' cook complacency of a friend, "Nay, na ”.can- 
tinued he, "ſeeing a wine look, 00 vl t re- 
Ward the yy Te or l thaſl MST G u either very 
**:prudith,* or angt 110 me.” as "there. Ever. 
ſuch inconſidefate haviour? Tonchauſen ſeemed. 
fearful of offending—yet not willing to loſe ſo fair, 
an opportunity. Oh! Louiſa, as Sir William ſaid, 
] did experience a difference. But Sir William is, 
no adorin *buſbar The Baron's lips, trembled as 
they touched mine ; and I felt an emotion, to which. 
TI was hitherto a ſtranger. _ 

I was doomed, however, to receive ill more. 
ſhocks. On the Baron's ſaying he way happy to 
ſee me fo well recovered after my right, and hoped: 
1 had, found no difagreeable conſequence—** No diſ- 
4 agreeable conſequence “ repeated Sir William, 
with the moſt unfeeling air. Js the loſs of a ſon 
and heir then nothing? It may be repaired,” 
he continued Jaughing, © to be ſures but Lam ex- 
- * nemely. diiappointed.“ Are you not enraged with 

your biother-in-law, Louiſa? py indelicate 1 I. 
really cauld no longer ſupport theſe. mortifications, 
though I knew I ſheuld 1 offend him; I could 
nat. help leaving he room. in tears; nor would. I 
return to. it, til] ſummoned by the arrival of other 
9875 1 not. e my miries the Whole 


ved God! how di rent. dp men a peat. ſome- 
ons 0 1 Gre often. am 2 to aſk 

If, whether. I really, gave my hand to the man. 
I. $4 4 fee i in my huſhand. Ah! * is he changed !. 
T* re ſlectt fo r: hours. together: on th e unaccountable- | 
"gp of bit conduct. Hep he is. carried awa 4 
the giddy multitude, -. He i yet by euer BANE 
and, the |; aft.ia.the ruling onde "RE; 3 


7 2 


. 15 every thing. by ſtarts, ant nothing long,” 


de may come, when he may ſee his —_ 


1 ho fore it be too late- to repair it. Why ſhould 
e be x T 1 ſuch 


| 
| 


— — 


TH. E. KV I. R H. 
ſuch a man marry? Or why did fate lead · him to 
our innocent retreat ? Oh why did I ſooliſhly 
miſtake a aimed diſpoſitiqn, and a tranſient 1 
ing for a permanent attachment? But why do I run 
on thus? Dear Louiſa, you will think me far five 
in a phrenzy. But,, believe men E will ever de eve 
Jour tender affection. 


RR - JULIA. «TANSBE) 
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G80v * heavens! what a variety of emotions 
has your laſt letter excited in my. breaſt ! + Surely, my 
Julia did not give it a ſecond peruſal! I can make al- 


lowance for the expreſſions of gratitude which = 
ut 


(in a manner laviſh, not) beſtow on the Baron. 
oh 1 beware, my beloved fiſter, that your gratitude 
becomes not too warm; that ſentiment, ſo laudible 
when properly placed, ſhould it be an introduction to 
what my fears and tenderneſs apprehend, would change 
to the moſt impious.—You already perceive a viſible 


Aifference between him and your huſband.—I aſſert, 


no woman ought to make a compariſon, — tis dange- 
rous, tis fatal. Sir William was the man of your 
choice 3—it is true you were young; but ſtill you 
ought to-reſpeQ your choice as ſacred.—Vou are ſtill 
young; and although Now may have ſeen more-of the 


world, I doubt your ſentiments are little mended: by 


your experience. The knowledge of the world—art leaſt 
o it appears to me—1is of no further uſe than to bring 
one acquainted with vice, and to be lefs ſhocked at the 
idea of it. Is this then a knowledge to which we 


ſhould with to attain ?—Ah! believe me; it had been 


better for you to have bluſhed unſeen, and loſt your 
' ſweetneſs in the deſart air, than to have, in the buſy: 
+ haunts of men, hazarded the privation of that peace 
_ awhich goodneſs boſoms. ever, Think what I ſuffer ; and, 
_ conſtrained to treaſure up my anxious fears in my own. 
boſom, I have noone to whom Ican vent my griefs: and 
indeed to whom could I impartthe terrors which fill my 
foul, when I teflect on the dangers by which my ſiſter, 
tha darlibg of my affections, is furrounded * Oh! Ju- 
_ ha! you ace how fatally I have experienced the 2 
. | 5 tere 
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tereſt a beloved object has in the breaſt of a tender wo- 
man; how ought we then to guard againſt the admiſ- 
ſion of a paſſion deſtructive to our - repoſe, even in its 
moſt innocent and harmleſs ftate, while we are ſingle! 
But how much more ſhould, you. keep a ſtrict watch 
over every outlet of the heart, leſt it ſhould fall a 
prey to the inſidious enemy ;—you reſpett his ſilence; 
you pity his ſufferings, —Reprobate reſpeR ;—abjore 
pity ! they are both in your circumſtances dangerous; 
and a well-experienced writer has obſerved; 'more W).. 


men have been ruined by pity, than have fallen a ſa- 


ecrifice to appetite! and paſſion. Pity is a kindred vir- 
tue, and from the innocence and complacency of her 


N — 


appearatice, we ſuſpect no ill; but-dangers'inexplica- 
ble Hurk beneath the tear that trembles in her eyes; 
and, without even knowing that we do ſo, we make a 
fatal transfer to our utter and inevitable diſadvantage: 
From having the power of beſtowing compaſſion, we 
becòme objects of it from others, though too frequent 
ly, inſtead of receiving it, we find ourſelves loaded 


with the oenſure of the world. We look into our 
own boſoms for eonſolation: alas! it is flown with dur 


innoeence; and in its room we feel the ſharpeſt Rings 
of ſelf. teproof. My Julia, my tears obliterate each. 
mournſul paſſuge of my pen. 
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NOU GH, Flr ale TEA an | 
pe through. ypur. unreraizted.. tenderneſp to your, 
Julia et believe her, 1 the dear. 
boſom of fiiendſhip, no- action of, hers. ſhall. call: a,. 

bluſh an your cheek. Good. God!. what a wretch; 
ſhould I be, if I-could abuſe ſuch. ſiterly-lave! if, 
after ſuch friendly admonitions, enforced with ſo much; 
moving. eloquence, your Julia ſhqu}d.degenerate from, 
| her. birth, and forget, thoſe leſſons, of virtus early in- 
eulcated by the belt of fathers ! If, after all-theſe, 
would ſuffer herſelf to be imme 3 in the-vortex-4 
folly. and vice, what. would the.not deſerve! Oh! _ 
aſſured, my; deareſt dear Loyiſa, be ſatisfied, your ſiſ- 
ter cannot be ſo vile, remember the ſams blood flows, 
through our veins; d. parent ſtock we ſprang, from. z, 
ngrtured by one hand ; liſtening at the ſame time too 
the ſame voice of reaſon; learning the ſame pious leſs, 
ſon—why then theſe apprehenſion of my degeneracy ? 
Truſt me, Louiſa, I will not deceive you; and God 
grant I may never deceive myſelf! The wiſeſt of men 
has ſaid, the heart of man is deceitful above all 
things.“ I however will ſtrictly examine mine; I will 
ſearch into it narrowly ; at preſent the ſearch is not 
Hei I have nothing to reproach myſelf with; E 

ave, I hope, diſcharged my filial and german du- 
ties; my matrimonial ones are inviolate: I have ſtudi- 
ed the temper of Sir William, in hopes I ſhould diſco- 
ver a rule for my actions; but how can I form a ſyſ- 
tem from one fo variable as he is ? Would to heaven 
he was more uniform ! or that he would ſuffer himſelf 
to be guided by his own underſtanding, and not by the 
whos or caprice of * much inferior tohimſelf 4 


All this I have repeated frequently to you, together 
with my with to leave London, and the objects with 


which I am daily, ſurrounded. e a wiſh look 
as if I was imptöperly attached to the world, or any 


rticular perſon in it Hs You are too ſevere, my love; 
but when I reflect that Tour figidi n from 
your unrivalled NS 1 kiſs*thero@ of my chaſ- 


S 
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tiſement; l long to fold my dear lecturer in my arm 
convince her, that,one,, whoſe heart is filled w 


affe&tion that Noms in mine, can find no-rodm 
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; 1. hy! Julia falls, m. my gew loved biter, bow i Will. 
be her condemnation! With ſuch ſuppot 599 Lh ope. 
Fmay add with an inward rectitude of. Pf mind, think, 
the can never deviate from the right path. You: ee, my 
Louiſa, that not you alone are intereſted in my well- | 6 
doing. I have a ſecret, nay Iway fay, celeſtial friend | 
and monitor,--a friend it certainly is, though unknown ; 
all who give good counſel muſt be my true and fin- 
cere friends. From whom I have 80 it, I know 
not; but it ſhall be my ſtudy to merit the favour of 
this earthly or heavenly conduQor through the intri- 
cate mazes of life. I will no longer keep you in igno- 
rance of my meaning, but without N will copy for 
you a letter I received this morning; the original I 
have too much veneration to part with, even to you, 
a dearer to me than almoſt all the world beſide, 


* 4 * 9 . 
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= Fenn help anticipation the frptize Toke lady: 
ſhip will be under, from receiving a letter from an un- j 
- known hand; nor will the ſignature contribute to de- 1 
& the cloud behind which 1 chuſe to conceal 1 
myle 1 
Ar motives, I Möpse will extenuate e boldneſs . 
of my taſk ; and I rely likewiſe on the amiable quali- 
ties you ſo eminently poſſeſs, to pardon the temerity iP 
of any ore who ſhall preſume to criticize the conduc a 1 
of one of che nt of God's works, | + pos: 1 ft | 


FE. Tt 


4 
0 — — —— 


enchanted as every one, mhuſt be with your per 


while you 


you of the dangers which ſurround you, that 


THE'SYEPH. rex 


Tel for you as f ink, a friend; Ct, te lag up, a,” 
a guardian angel. I ſee you on the brink of a ſteep 
precipice. I ſhudder at the danger Which you are not 
ſenſible of. TE You will wonder at my 7 motive, and th 2 
intereſt I take in your concerns. — lt is from my know- 
lede of the goodneſs of your heart: were yqu leſs 
amiable than you ate, you. would be below my fohet= 
«14 Ki rt 2 N 83. 1 | * n „ + et Fray 
tude ; I might be charmed with youas a woman, but 
F ſhould not venerate' you ; nay, ſhould p by 
x 2 + of x 1.5 
tractions, join with thoſe who ſeek to ſeduce you to 


ttieir own purpoſes.” The ſentiments 1 profeſs for vun 


are ſuch as a tender father would feel ſuch as your 
own excellent father cheriſhes ; but hey are accom 
panied by a Sond, which can only be equalled by* 
their; ity ; fuch ſentiments ſflalt I ever experience 

7 continue to deſerve” therti, and "every ſer- 
vice in my power ſhall be exerted in your favor, T 
Have" long withed for an opportunity of expreſſing” 
to you the tender care I take in your conduct through 
lffe. I now fo fenfibly feel the neceſſity of apps : 
all forms, and thus abruptly introduce myfelf to your” 


_ acquaintance—unknown,. indeed, to you, but know-" 


ing you well, reading your thoughts, and ſeeing the 


ſecret motives of all your actions. Yes, Julia, have 


watched you through life. Nay, ftart not, E haye 


never ſeen any action of yours but what had virtue for 


its guide. But to remain pure and uncontaminated in 
this vortex of vice, requires the utmoſt ſtrength and 
exertion of virtue. To avoid vice, it is neceſfary to 
know its colour and complexion; and in this age, how 
many various ſhapes, it aſſümes! my taſk ſhal} be tö 

ares, and pitfall,, which the unwary too frequently 
ink into to lead you by the hand through thoſe in- 
tficate Paths beſet with quickſands and numberleſs 


. 


dangers ;—to direct your eyes to ſuch objects as you: 
may with ſafety contemplate,” and indpce zou to that: 
them for ever againft ſuch as may by their dire faſcina- 

9 1 tion 


bee them out to you, to ſhew you the traps,” the 


7 nE SX ENR . 
ti Lice, 7 A evil 10 copduRt pI. 2 thoſe 
eh 7675 ar, er, which are. 88. th na of: | 
825 Arne 2 3 haye myſelf che inf wy 
of. e nen, Where no rival - Tall tne 


eity. 
A a by ph cites Ineed hardly "ell 
oy... 9 2 i by, a. — 4 
ve, obtained an, heavenly 
3 A. my. interns kae 5 . 
* is in. you K 2 
ey lpbiad tribe, I have aff) 
8 My. Sailer er. This, ee 
eface to hat mean to ſay 5 au; 
. you; well. ;—when. I thus ex- 
27 0 0 thou e Lge Frag 


—_— 8 5 mee ele 2 5 oy, Sin: 
pearahce.q N ſaſe j 8. % 
21 lk eee 2 fn gh f 
„ Mey a en hen ang 1; my i 
BFF 
o my Will. ;. ea to avail myſelf o e 
intelligences 15 55 £3 pale fo 5 ly bim I have learnt every. 
thing. gur birth ;-»what your: 
r is Ha be, 25 — cangot tell; hig view 
is citeumiſcxibed to a, {mall point of time 3; bg only can, 
tel} 2 1 wilt - the. conſequenee of Joy 2.7 or that. 
-your. free-agency..prevents. his impelling yon 
ny othermiſe. daß . you: fee fit, 1 Dn gk & 
| — oe Sphere 3-he-tells me what will happen.;, 
and. as L fee. the remote, as wel} as immediate 1 
r from time ta time, gixe a Ellen ad- 
vice. Advice, however, when affed, is n 19 
ar to.; but when BY ven volunf rily, pies receiver; © 
has 68, obligation, to. follow it. —I fhall in a moment, 
diſcover, Ha this is received by, yu: and your de- 
viation from the rules I Iball preſcribe will. be a An 
N N council Where t. is not ac 
I PTY TR ain, For ne n 8 
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„ STIL _ 
plore yqur $00 early initiation in a vicious world, where 
io eſcape unhurt or uncontaminated- is next to a mi- 
racle. 1 1 to” 


Tfaid, I ſhould ſoon diſcover whether my advice 


4 


* 


* . 
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would be taken in the friendly part it is offered: I ſhall 
$a it the next time I have the happineſs of be- 
olding you, and I ſee you every day; I am never one 
moment ahſent from you in idea, and in my mind's exe . 
Tſee you each moment; only while I conceal myſelf 
from you, can Lbe of ſervice to you preis not then | 
to diſcoyer who l am; but be convinced—nay,, I ſhall. . 
take every opportunity to convince you, that Tam the 
moſt ſincere and diſintereſted of your friends ; T ama 
friend to, your ſopl, my, Julia, and I flatter myſelf, . 
mine is congenial with yours. s. 
I told you, you were ſurrounded with dangers ; the 
greateſt perhaps comes from the quarter leaſt ſuſpected; 
and. for that very reaſon, becauſe, where no harm is. 
zpeRed, no guard is kept. Againſt ſuch a man us. 
Lord Biddulph, a watchful centinel is plantedat every 
ayenus. I caution you, par Spratt ap there you. 
are, ſecure; no tempfaflon lies in that path ; ng precis. | 
pice lurks beneath. thoſe foot-ſteps, Lou yeyer can 
fall unleſs. your heart takes part with the tempter 3. 
an I am; morally, certain. a man of Lord Biddulph's. . 
caſt gan never touch ours; and, yet it is of ham you of 
ſeem moſt apprehenſive, _ Aſk yourlelf,, is it not 


w 44% 


gu 
cauſe he has che charaer of a mag of intrigue? Do. » 
you not feel within your own, breaſt. a repugnance 1b 
the afliduitics he at all times takes pains to ſſie w you? 
Without doubt, Lord Biddulph has defignsupon you ; 
—agd few. men, a proach you without, Oh! ulia, 5 
it is difficutt for the moſt virtuous to behold you dzily. 
and ſuppreſs thoſe feelings your charms excite. Ina 
breaſt; zpured.. to, tap. fre ent ſinqul Ses in: viciyns * 
Sphfiss, |, pe. beans y, wal be 4 conſumpg sg 5 but! 
in a ſou] whoſe,delight. is moral retitude,. at wil 175 g 
eberiching Hame,. that, animates, , npt.,deſtrogy.., But: 
how, few. the latter! And how are you, to. diftinguith,.. 
 theanſidious betrajer from.the, open, vialator, To f. 
| * jt | | | . - ey 
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they are equally culpable ; but only one can be fatal“ 
Aſk your own heart—the criterion, by which I would 
have you judge—aſk your own heart, which is iqti- 
tled to your deteſtation moſt ; the man who, boldly at- 
tacks. you, and by his threats plainly tells you he is a, 
robber ; or the one, ,who, under the ſemblance of im- 
ploring your charity, deprives you of your moſt va- 
lued property? Will it admit of a doubt? Make the 
application: examine. yourſelf, and I conjure you ex- 
amine your acquaintance ; but be cautious whom. you. 
truſt, Never make any of your male viſitors the con- 
fidant of any thing which paſſes between yourſelf a 
huſband. ' This can never be done without a manife 


* . 5 


breach of modeſt decofum. Hayé I not faid enough 


for the preſent ? Vet let me add thus much, to ſecure 
to myſelf your confidence. I wiſh you to place an. 
unlimited one in me; continue to do ſo, while I con- 
finue to merit it ; and by this tule you. thall, judge of 


m7. wert © The moment you Cilcoyer, that Tyree: 


*4 .: 44 <4 * 2 a9 4 B £4” 4 6% 3.3 5-Þ n he 15 12 . 
you to anf thing improper, or Ee ee of 7 


ſelf-afſumed office, and infolently preferibe when 1 
ſhould only point out, ar that 1 ſhould ſeein to de- 

ade others in your eyes, and particularly your huſ-* 
Pan „ believe me to be an impoſtor, and treat me as. 


by. 


while virtue inſpixes my pen, afford me your, attent;-. 


| % 59 EC: iy pap! yr: -140 wat be yt: 127 $3 I 
to that ſcorn and deriſion ſhall An deſerye, Büt, 
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on; aud may that God, whom I atteſt. to; prove my 
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Who can it be, my Lovifa; 'who6'takes this frie 0 


ly interęſt in my welfare I. kannot be Lady Nlelfords, 
the $dtreſs'beſpeaks it to be à man; but whit man is 
the queſtion; one too who Tees me every day; it can 
not be the Baron, for he ſeems to ſay, Ton-hauſen is 
a more dangerous perſon than Lord Biddulph. TO 

* 1 A — W 4 


THE & FLA. ng 
why do I perplex myſelf with gueſſing ? Of what con- 
ſequence is it who is my friend, ſince | am convinced 
he is ſincere. Yes! thou friendly Monitor, I will be 
directed by thee! I ſhall now act with more confidence, 
as my Sylph tells me he will watch over and apprize 
me of every danger. I hope his taſk will not be a diffi- 
cult one; for, though ignorant, lam not obſtinate— 
on the contrary, even Sir William, whom I do not 
ſuſpect of flattery, allows me to be extremely docile, 
I aw, my beloved Louiſa, moſt affectionately, youry,. 
WR DD YO UB EIGA ST WNEEY. 4 
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is the knowledge of the world which has 


longer a virtue; but a reprehenſible participation of 
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; Bus 88 ED, for ever bleſſed, be the friendly mo- 
nit! Oh my Julia, how fortunate are you, thus to 
become the care of heaven, which has raiſed you 


up a guide, with all the diſpoſitions, but with 
more enlarged abilities than thy poor Louiſa [|— 
And much did you ſtand_in need of a guide, my 


ſiſter : be not diſpleaſed that I write thus. But 


why do I deprecate your anger? you, who weie 


erer ſo good, ſo tender, and indulgent to the ap- 


prehenſions of your friends. Yet, indeed, my dear, 


: you are reprehenſible in many paſſages of your 


etters, particularly the laſt. You ſay, you can- 
not ſuſpect Sir William of flattery; would you 
with him to be a flatterer ? Did you think him 
fuch, when he ſwore: your charms had kindled the 
brighteſt*flames in his boſom ? No, Julia, you 

ve him credit then for all he faid : but, allow- 
ing him to be changed, are you quite the fame ? 
No; with all the tenderneſs of my affeQtion, I 


eannot but think you are altered fince your 


rture from the vale of innocent On: It 

epriv- 
ed you of thoſe native charms above all others. 
Why are you not reſolute with Sir William, to 
leave London? Our acquieſcence in matters which 


are hurtful both to our principles and conflituti- 


on is a weakneſs, Obedience to the will of thoſe 
who ſeek to ſeduce us from the right road is no 


Ou 
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ON STLAK 117 
our leader's faults. Be aſſured, your huſband will 
liſten to your perſuaſive arguments. Exert all your 
eloquence: and, Heaven, I beſeech thee, grant 
ſucceſs to the undertaking of the deareſt of all crea- 
_ tures to NE OO FW EP | 
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A H! my dear Louiſa, you are ſingle, and know 
not the trifling influence a woman has over her huſ- 
band in this part of the world. Had I the 1 
of Demoſthenes or Cicero, it would fail. Sir Willi- 
am is wedded—T was going to ſay, to the pleaſures 
of this bewitching place. I corrected myſelf in the 
Inſtant ; for, was he wedded, moſt probably he would 
be as tired of it as he is of his wife, If I was to be 
reſolute in my determination to leave London, I muſt 
go by myſelf; and, notwithſtanding ſuch a circum- 
ſtance might accord with his wiſhes, I do not chuſe to 
begin the ſeparation. All the determination I can 
85 is, to ſtrive to act ſo as to deſerve a better fatee 
than has fallen to my lot. And, beſet as I am on all 
ſides, I ſhall have ſome little merit in ſo doing. But 
you, my love, ought not to blame me ſo ſeverely as 
you do. Indeed, Louiſa, if you knew the flights I 
hourly receive from my huſband, and the conviction 
which Thave of his infidelity, you would not criticiſe 
my expreſſions ſo harſhly. I could add many more 
things, which would juſtify me in the eye of the 
world, were I leſs cautious than Jam; but his failings 
would not extenuate any on my ſide. 
Would you believe that any man, who wiſhed to 
preſerve the virtue of his wife, would introduce her to 
the acquaintance and protection of a woman with 
whom he bad had an inttigue? What an opinion one 
muſt have in future of ſuch a man ! I am indebted for 
this piece of intelligence to Lord Biddulph. I am 
grateful for the information, though I deſpiſe the mo- 
tive which induced him. Ves, Louiſa! Lady Anne 
Parker is even more infamous than Lady —_— 
r eee 
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Nay, Lord Biddulph offered to convince me they ſtill 
had their private aſſignations. My pride, 1 own it, was 
more wounded than my love, from this diſcovery, as 
it ſerved to confirm me in my idea, that Sir William 
never had a proper regard for me ; but that he married 

me merely becauſe he could obtain me; on no othe 
terms. Yet, although I was ſenſibly pamed with. this 
news, I endeavoured to conceal my emotions from the 
diſagreeable prying eyes of my informer. I affected to 
diſbelieve his aſſertions, and ridiculed his 1ll-policy in 
ſtriving to found his merit on ſuch baſe and deteſtable 
grounds. He had too much effronterie to be chagrin- 
ed with my raillery. I therefore aſſumed a more ſeri- 
ous air; and plainly told him, no man would dare to 
' endeavour to convince a woman of the infidelity of 
her huſbapd, but from the baſeſt and moſt injurious 
motives ; and as ſuch was intitled to my utmoſt con- 
tempt; that from my ſoul, I deſpiſed both the infor- 
mation and the informer, and ſhould give him proofs 
of it, if ever he ſhould again have the confidence to re- 
peat his private hiſtories to the deſtruction of the peace 
and harmony of families. To extenuate his fault, 
he poured forth a moſt elaborate ſpeech, abounding 
with flattery; and was proceeding to convince me of 
his adoration ; but I broke off the diſcourſe, by aſſuring 
him, I faw through his ſcheme from the firſt ; but 
the man, who ſought to ſteal my heart from my huſ- 
band, muſt purſue a very different courſe from-that he 
had followed; as it was very unlikely J ſhould with- 
draw my affect ions from one unworthy object, to place 
them on another infinitely worſe.” He attempted a juſ- 
tification, which I would not allow him opportunity of 
going on with, as I left the room abruptly, However, 
Ris Fordſhip opened my eyes, reſpecting the conduct 
of Lady Anne. I have mentioned, in I ov 
that ſhe uſed to give hints about my huſband, I am 
convinced it was-her jealouſy, which prompted her to 
give me, from time to time, little anecdotes of Sir 
William's amours. But ought I to pardon him for in- 
troducing me to ſuch a woman? Oh! Louiſa! am I 
to blame, if I no longer reſpeQ ſuch a man? 
| 3 Yeſterday 
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ww TH! H. 
*z erday I had a mg; confiliting fies 1 
«ures foit gt, people, ho have afk the inflagace over 
„de beat ofa man which'a vittoous wife gught to have 
hut ſeldom has: by ſome accident, a hook of Sir 
Wies waiſtcout caight hokd of the. trimming of 
© gp le, He bad Juft receivdd a melfage, 469, he: 
is in a hurry to diſengage him! 75 lified up che flap 
Side wailtcoat eagerly, and ſnatched it away ; by 
> Wick dende, 66 er three papets draped Gut of ihe 
pocket; he ſcenied not to know it, but flew out of the 
food, leaving them on the ground, I picked them up ; 
bur, rake beaven to witneſs, without the lealt in. 
 tefition or thought of ſeeing, the contents wien one 
© being open, and ſeeing wy name wriiten in a female 
VVV 
ity was excited to the greateſt degree—yer.T had a ſe- 
| vere conflict fiiſt with myſelf; but femaleiſai prevail 
ed, and Fexamined the contents, which were as fol- 
tow, fot I wrote tbem down: 1 
„ I it this, Sir William, yob regu my tenderneſs 
* in your favour ? Go, thou baſeſt of all wretches ! 
* am I to be made continually a ſacrifice to every 
* new face that ffrikes thy inconſtant heart ? IT Twas 
| ccntented ts ſhare you with a wife, ahd calmly ae- 
= «' giifeſced, do not imagine I hall reſt in peace till you 
« hive given up Lady Anne. How have you f org 
ie ydu would ſeè her no more! How have you falſified 
-«& your oath ! you ſpent ſeveral hours tete d tete with 
a ßer yeſterday, Deny it not. 1 could test myſelf ts 
pieces when L reflect, that I left Biddulph, who a- 
it dored me; whoſe whole ſoul was devoted to me,— 
& to be-flighted thus by you.—Oh! that Lady Stan- 
*. ley knew of your baſenels! yet ſhe is only your 
et Wife. Her virtue may conlole her for the infideli- 
ty of her huſband ; but Thave ſacrificed every thing, 
„ and how am I fepaid! Either be mine alone, oc 
never again approach : 38 911 Fr 
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- 127 
Tze other papers were of little conſequence, I de- 
| liberated ſome time what I ſhould do with this preci- 
ous morgeau ; at laſt | cefolved to burn it, and give 
the remainder, with as much compoſure as poſſible, 
to Sir William's Valet, to reſtore to his maſter. I fan- 
cied he would hardly challenge me about the Billet, as 
he is the moſt careleſs man in the univerſe. Lou will 
perceive there is another cauſe for Ld. Biddulph's ſeex- 
ing to depreciate my huſband. He has private rev 
to gratify, for the loſs of his miſtreſs, Ohl what 
 wretches are the men! Is the whole world compoſed 
of ſuch? No! even in this valley of vice I ſee ſome 
exceptions ; ſome, who do honour.” to the ſpecies: to 
which they belong. But I muſt not whiſper to myſelf 
their perfections; and it is leſs dangerous for me to 2 
dwell u pon the vices of the one than the virtues of the | 
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nd conſtamly employed upon difs 


1 


1 O keep my m 


ferent 'vdjets, and prevent my thoughts attachi 


themſelves to improper ones, 1 have lately attended 
tke card-tahles From being an indifferent ſpectator of 

the various faſfrionable games, I became an actor in 
them; and at lengrh play proved very agreeable. As 


1 Was an utter novice at games bf {kill; thoſe of chance 


preſented themſelves as the beſt. At firſt I riſked only 


trifles; but, by little and little, my party encroached 


upon the rules 1 had laid down, and I could no longer 
avoid playing their ftake. But I have done with play 
for ever. It is no longer the innocent amuſement I 
thought it ; and I muſt find out ſome other method of 
ſpending my time—ſince this might in the end be de- 


ſtructive. 


The other night, at a party, we made up a ſet at 


bragg, which was my favourite game: After various 
viciſſitudes, I loſt every ſhilling 


had in my pocket; 
and, being a broken-merchant, fat ſilently by the ta- 
ble. Every body was profuſe in the offers of accom- 


modating me with caſh ; but I refuſed to accept their 
contribution. Lord Biddulph, whom you know to be 
juſtly my averſion, was very earneft ; but I was equal- 


ly peremptory. However, ſome time after, I could 


not reſiſt the entreaty of Baron Ton-hauſen, who, in 


the genteeleſt manner, intreated me to make uſe of his 


purſe for the evening; with great difficulty he prevail- 


ed on me to borrow ten guineas—and was once more 
ſet up. Fortune now took a favourable turn, and 


when the party broke up, I had repaid the Baron, 


replaced my original ſtock, and brought off ninety- 
Fe ken  Fluſhed with ſueceſs, and more _— 
Js e 
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ed than ever to the game; I invited the ſet to meet 


the day after the next at my houſe. I even counted 
- the hours till the time arrived. Reſt departed from my 
eye-lids, and I felt all the eagerneſs of expeCtation. 


About twelve o'clock of the day my company were | 


to meet, I received a-pacquet, which I inſtantly knew 
to be from my evet-watchful Sylph. I will give you 
the tranſeript. YU! ie 5 
* (36 3-3-3037; 1 45 ; 2 : - 4 
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I ſhould be unworthy the character I have aſſum- 
ed, if my pen was to lie dormant while I am ſenfible 
to the unhappy predilection which your Ladyſhip has 
diſcovered for gaming. Play, under proper reſtricti- 


ons, which however in this licentious town can never 


take place may not be altogether prejudicial to the 
morals of thoſe who engage in it for ttifling ſums.— 
Your Ladythip finds it not practicable always to follow 


your own inclinations, even in that particular. The 
triumphant joy which ſparkled in your eyes when 
ſucceſs crowned your endeavours, plainly indicated 


you took no common fſatisfaQion in the game. You, 


being a party ſo deeply intereſted, could not diſcover 


the lame appearances of joy and triumph in the coun- 


tenances of ſome. of thoſe you played with; nor, 


had you made the obſervation, could you have guef- 
ſed the cauſe. It has been ſaid, by thoſe who will fay 
any thing to carry on an argument which cannot be 
ſupported by reaſon, that cards prevent company from 


ſu 

falling upon topics of ſcandal; it is a ſcandal to hu- 
man nature, that it ſhould want ſuch a reſource from 
ſo hateful and deteſted a vice. But be it ſo. It can 
only be ſo while the ſum played for is of too trifling a 
concern to excite-the anxiety which avaricious minds - 
experience; and every one is more or lets avaricious 


who gives up his time to cards. re | 
If your Ladyſhip could ſearch into the cauſes of the 


_ unhappineſs which 3 in too many families in this 


2 | metropolis, 


* 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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| yay THE-SYLÞPH | 
metropolis, you would find the ſom ce to he gaming 
either on the one ſide ot the other. Whatever appears 
licentious or vicious in men, in your ſex becomes ſo in 
a tenfold degree. The paſſionate exclamation—the 
halt uttered imprecation, and the gloomy pallidneſs of 
the lofing gametter, ill accords with the female delica- 
cy. But the evil reſts not here. When a Woman has 
been drawn in to loſe larger ſums than her allgwance 
can defray—even if ſhe can ſubmit to let her trades- 
people ſuffer from her extravagant folly ;—it moſt com- 
monly happens, that they part with their honour to 
diſcharge the account; at leaſt, they are always ſuſ- 
pected. Would not the conſideration of being obngzi- 
ous to ſuch ſuſpic ion be ſufficient to deter any woman 
of yirtue from running the hazard? You made a'frrin 
reſolution of not borrowing from tlie purſes of any of 
the gentlemen who wiſhed to ſerve you; you for fore 
time kept that reſolution ; but, remember, it laſted no 
longer than when one particular perſon made the of- 
fer. Was it your wiſh :o oblige him? or did the de- 
| fire of gaming operate in that inſtant more powerful 
than, in any other ? Whatever was your motive, the 
party immediately began to form hopes of you; which, 


1 


being founded in your weakneſs, you may be certain 


- were not to your advantage. © © | 
To make a more forcible impreſſion on your mind, 
your Ladyſhip mult allow me to lay before you a piece 
of private hiſtory, in which a noble family of this 
town was deeply involved. The circumftances are 
indubitable facts—their names I fhall conceal under 
*6&titious ones, A few "years ſince, Lord and Lady 
D. were the happieſt of pairs in each other. Love 
had been the ſole motive of their union; and love 


"preſided over every hour of their lives. Their plea- 
. pes were mutual, and neither knew an enjoyment, 


in which, the other did not'partake. By an "unhappy 
. ymiſchance, Lady P. had an attachment to cards 
] which yet, however, the only looked on as the amuſe- 
| ment of an idle hour. Her, perſon was beautiful, and 
as ſuch made het an object of deſire in the eyes of 
r e Lord 
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Lord: L. Her vittue and affection for her [huſband 
would have been ſuffieient to have damped the hopes 


of a man Jeſs. acquainted with: the weakneſs of human- 


nutute than L. Had. he paid ber a more than 
ordinary attention, he would have awakened: her ſuſpi- 


cions: and put her on her guard ; he therefore purſued: 


another method, He availed himfelf of her love of 
play—and would now and then, ſeemingly by acci- 
dent, engage her in a party at;picquet, which was 


her fa vourue game. He contrived to loſe trifling fonis, 


to incteaſe her inclination, for) play. 'Too fatally he 
facceeded. Her predilect ion gathered. Itrength every: 
day. Aſten having been very unſucceſsſul for ſome 
hours at picquet, Lord L. r a change of the 
game ; a propoſal which Lady D. could not object to, 


as having won fo much of his money, He produced 


a pair of dice. Luck ſtill ran:againſt him. A gene- 
rous motive induced Lady D. to offer him his revenge 
the next.eveningat her own. houſe. In the morning 
preceding the deſtined evening. her  lozd ſrgnifted his 
diſtke of gaming with diee ; and inſtanced ſome fa- 
milies to whom it had proved deſtructive. Elate, how- 
ever, with good fortune —and looking on herſelf en- 


raged in honpur to give Lord L. a chance of tecover- 


ing his loſſes, ſhe liſtened not to the hints of her huſ- 
band, nor did they recur to her thoughts till too late 


to be of any ſervice to her. 


” 


The time ſo ardently expected by Lord L. now ar- 
rived, the devoted timè which was to put the long de- 
ſtined victim into the power of her inſidious betrayer. 
Fortune, which had hitherto favoured Lady D, 
now deſerted her — in a ſhort time, her adyerſary re- 


imburſed himſelf, and won conſiderably beſides.” Ad- 


verſity only rendered her more deſperdte. | She hazard- 
ed. fill. larger ſtakes z every throw, however, was 


againſt her; and no otherwiſe .could; jt be, ſince his 
dice were loaded, and which' he had the dexterity to 


4 a : 


change unobſerved by her. He lent her money, only 
do win it back from her; in ſhort, in a few hours, the 
found herſelf ſtripped of all the caſh the had in poſſeſ- 


ſion, 
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fion, and two thouſind five hundred poundls in debt. 
The diſapprobation which her huſband had na 
towards dice - playing, and her total inability to diſ- 
charge this vaſt demand without his knowledge, con- 
tributed to make her diſtreſs very great. She freely 
informed Lord L. ſhe muſt be his debtor for ſome time 
—as ſhe could not think of acquainting Lord D. with 
her imprudence. He offered to accept of part of her 
Jewels, till it ſhould be convenient to her to pay the 
* Whole—or, if ſhe liked it better, to play it off. To 
. the firſt, ſhe ſaid, the; could not conſent, as her huſ- 
band would miſs them and to the laſt the would: by 
no means agree, fince ſhe ſuffered too much already in 
her own mind from the imprudent part ſhe had acted, 
by riſking fo much mote than ſhe ovght to have done. 
He then, approaching her, took her hand in his; and, 
aſſuming the utmoſt tenderneſs in his air, proceeded 
to inform her, it was in her power amply to-repay the 
debt, without Si knowledge of her huſband—and 

Confer the highe e eee. himſelf. She earn - 
eſtly begged an explanation fince there was nothing 


— would not ny: to, rather than ineur the cenfure 


of ſo excellent a huſband. Without further preface, 
Eord L. threw himſelf an his knees before her —and 
aid, © if her heart could not fuggeſt the feſtiiution, 
which the moſt ardent of lovers might expect and 
hope for —he muſt take the hherty f inforting her, 
that beſtowing ou dim the delightful ptivilege of an 
huſband was the only means of ſecuriag her from the; 
teſentment of onei” At firſt, The! ſcemed thunder - 
ſtruek, and unable ro artioulate a ſentence. When the 
retovered the uſe of ſperch, ſhe alked him, what he 
had ſeen in her endo, to induce him to believe the 
"would not ſubmit to any ill conſequences which might 
© ariſe fro: he oft reſentment of her huſband, father 
_ than fot ew Het dere flation of ſuch an infamous | 
bpoſad. 4 Leave me, added the. © leave. me,” 
in per ſect aſtoniſiment 4d ſuch infolence of behaviour. 
He inimediately roſe, With a very different aſpect— 


* 1's Paper in his hani to which ſhe had 
| ſigned 


„ avail yourſel 
will ſoon return and then you may wiſh in yain 
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ſigned her name in acknowledgment of the deb. 
Bo} © Then, madam,” faid he, with the utmoſt /angfroid 
— F ſhall, to-morrow mornipg, take the liberty, of 
« waiting on Lord D. with this.“ Stay, my L. ord, 
is it polfible 155 can be ſo cruęl and hard a credior ? 
El conſent to make over to you my annual, allow- 
< ance, till the whole is diſcharged,” —** No, ma- 
dam,” cried he, ſhaking his head. I canpot 
conſent to any ſuch Me Aron] when you have it 
in your power to pay, this moment.”* ** Would 'to 

? Ae had!“ anſwered ſhe.—* Oh, that you 
have, moſt 8 'P” ſaid he. Cook ider the 
hours we have been tete 2 tele together; few 


ieve.me while | arteſt heaven to witneſs; ither you 
mult diſcharge the debr by blefling me with the pol- 
ſeſſion of your charms, ot Lord D. ſhall: be made 
acquainted with every circumſtance, Reflect,“ 


Boy: Your ae then will ſuffer 1 and, be- 


2 : . 2 2 8 2 * 8 


me to receive. Come, madam, It grows late. _ a 
4% A little time, you will not have it in your. power to 
of the. alternative. Your huſband 


chat you had yielded to my love, rather than have 
ſubjected 10e to my reſentment.“ She con- 
deſcended to beg of him, on her knees, for a lon 
time for conſideration ; but he was inexorable, 5 0 
laſt ſhe fatally conſented to her own undoing. "The 
next moment, the horror of her ſituation, apd the 
ſacrifice ſhe had made, ruſhed on her tortured i imagi- 
nation. Give me the fatal paper,” cried ſhe, 
wringing her hands in the utmoſt agony, ** Live me 
„that paper, for which J have 651 With my 
peace for ever, and leave me. never let me 
in future behold you. What do P 57 ? Ah! ra- 
* ther let my eyes chose! in everlaſting a ;z=they 
e are now unworthy to behold the Naar of heaven!“ 
* And a you really. imagine, wade, e 
. 60 as 


people will, belie ve we have ſpent alf the time af 


" 


continued he, © two thouſand five hundred ppund: | 
is no ſmall ſum, either for your huſband to pay, or 


8 


oY 
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S youre): the lifeleſs half-diſtrated body, you. 

<<: pave:t0 my arms, a recompence for five and twenty 

4; hundred ounds ? Have you agreed to your ba- 
© gain? Is it with tears, ſighs, and reluQant ſtruggles, 

«4 you meet your huſband's carefſes ? Be mine as you 

dare his, and the bond is void —otherwiſe, I am not 


«+ fuck a ſpendthrift as to throw away thouſands for 


6 little leſs than a rape.” 


Oh ! thou moſt hateful. and perfidious of all 
©, manſters?. too dearly have I earned my releaſe—Dv 


770 0 then, do not with-hold my right.“ 


.. 4+. Huſh, madam, huſh,” cried he with the moſt 
bon rc coolneſs, „our raving will but expoſe you 


, to theridicule of your domeſtics. Tou are at pre- 
; cc ſent under too great an agitation of ſpirits to attend 


4 to the calm diCtates of reaſon. I will wait till your 
10 „ Jadyſhip i is in a more even temper. When I receive 
* your commands, I will attend them, and hope the 


« time will foon arrive when yon will be better dife 
© poſed to liſten to a tender ſover who adores you, 


« rather than to ſeek to irritate a man who has you in 
« his power.” Saying which, he broke from her, 


| leaving. her in a ſtate of mind, of which, you, madam, 


figcerely hope, will never be able to farm the Night- 
eſt idea. With what a weight of woe ſhe ſtole up. in: 
Haben bed-chamber, unabſe to beat the eye of her 
meſtic! Hoy fallen in ber on eſteem, and ſtill 
7 5. under. the. penalty of ber bond, as neither 
— inkg nor tears. (and nothing elſe Was e able to 
oy „ the releaſe from the inczorable and 
crue 5 5 Te 


z 


- How, -was: her anguiſh increaſed, When the heard 


"£4 > 


inn Veal. ! To prevent any; dane. ſhe e 


ech ſleeper © Go 
eye-lids... uilt had, driven the idea of, rell from, her 


boſom.; Ihe morning brought no comfort on its wings 


Sto hep: the light was painful. She ill. continved By 
bed. "Bhe-framed the "reſolution of writing to the de. 
Here of her repoſe, She * for that purpoſe ; her 


letter 
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1. was couched in terms that Paid have, pierced 


the 


boſom of the moſt obdurate ſavage. All the fa- 
vour the inireated was, to ſpate the: deſt of buſbands, 
and the moſt amiable and beloved of men, the angutih 


of knowing how, horrid a return ſhe had made, in — | 
5 r 72 felicity ſhe ha d taſted 


fatal 1 moment; for the years © 
with 19 55 i 7 5 her alimony, or een her 
Jewel ane * 0 obtain R e of. = bond. 2 did not 
wiſh for life, 
the could not Fa: the idea of her huſband's being 


acquainted with. her infamy. What advantage could 


be (Lord L.) propoſe to himſelf from the poſſeſſion of 
her perſon, ſince tears, ſighs, and the ſame teluct- 
ance, would ſtill-accompany every; repetition of her 
crime as her heart, guilty as it now was, and un- 
worthy as the bad rendered herſelf of his love, was, 
and. ever mult be, her huſband's $ on] 1. In ſhort, the 
urged every thing likely to ſoften him in her favour. 


But this fatal and circumſtantial diſcloſure of her guilt p 
and misfortunes was deſtined to be conveyed by an- 


other meſſenger than ſhe deſigned. Lord D-—, hav- 


ing that evening expected ſome one to call dn him, on 


his return enquired, © if any dne had been there. 
He was anſwered, Only Lotd IL.“ „ Did he ſtay ?” 
Les, till after eleven. ”—Without thinking-of any 
particularity in this, he went up to bed. He diſco- 
vered his wife was not aſleep to pretend to be ſo, 


alarmed. him. He heard het frequently ſigh ; and, 


when ſhe thought him ſunk in that peaceful gumbet 
ſne had — her diſtreſs increaſed. His anziety, 
however, at length gave waq to fatigue: but with the 
morning his donbts and fears returned; yet, how far 
from guęſſing tha uus cauſe He faw © leiterdeliveted 
to a ſervant with ſome caution; iwhony he ſollowes; 


and inſiſted on knowing for whom itt was: intended: 


The ſervant, ignorant of the contents, and not at alt 
ſuſpicious he was doing an ymproper thing, gave it © 
40 chis Lord ſhip, Revenge Jefchim-wings, and he; flex 
10 the bafe;jdeitroyer of his: Sting happiae al You 


un erden eee hout Lord. Wag 


a ad broug hie 


was now her only hope but 


. 8 
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wean bone a Hfeleſs corpfe. Diſtraction ſeized the 
unbappy wife; and the Infamous caufe of this dread- 

fat calatnity fled his country. He was too hardened; 
however, in guilt, to feel much remorſe from this ca- 
| taſtrophe, an 7 made nd ſetuple of relating the ciiciim- 


ſtances of i . hv 
To you, madam, ey need make nb dominent. 
Not do T need ſay any more to deter you from ſo perni- 
cious a practice as ſep Sulpeet a Lord L. in every 
one who would induce 702 to play; and remember 
they are the worſt feducers,' and the moſt deſtructive 
enemies, who feek to gain Nous heart by ruining 13 
principles. wy 
Adieu, Madam! Your ever watchful angel will il! 
hover over you.” And 79 that God, who formed both 
you and me, enable me 0 give you good counſel, and 


7 aut heart to follow it? 
| Your bim 'S Y 11 P fy 1 


| Hady Sranuey in Comnuation. 


AL. AS, my Links ! wat Sottd hebe of your 
zohz without this reſpectable monitor? Would to 
heaven I knew who he was ! or, how I might confalt 
him upon ſomeparticutar circumſtances! I examine the 

features of my gueſts. in hopes to diſcover my fecret 
friend ; but my ſenſes are perplexed and bewildered in 

the fruitleſs ſearch. It is certainly a weakneſs; but, 
abſolutely, my anxiety to obtain this khewledge has 
an effect on my healthiand ſpirits ; my thoughts and 
whole attention reſt foltly on-chis ſubjeR. Teall it u 
weakneſs, becauſe T oupht to remain ſatisfied with the 
advantages which accrue to me from this correſpond- 
ence, without being inquiſitively curious who it may 
be; yet I wiſh to aſk ſome queſtions. I am uneaſy, 
and perhaps in ſome inſtances my Sylph would folve 
day deubts; nat that I think him endued with 4 


— kee knowledge; yet Tberaly know i . 
thin 


T. HE 8 Y L P H. 141 
think neither. However, I bleſs and praiſe the good- 
neſs of God, that has raiſed me up a friend 1 wk place 
where I may turn my ad ſee myſelf de- 
prived of every Aber TY l | 

Even my protector —he who has ſworn before God 
and man ;—but you, Louiſa, will reprehend my in- 
diſcreet expreſſions. In my own boſom, then, ſhall the 
fad tepoſitory be, 1345 Adieu] 
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8 you have entertained an Jie that Sir William 
oi not be proof againſt any occaſional exertion of 
my eloquence, I will give you a ſketch of a matrimo- 
nial tete 2 tete, though it may tend to ſubvert your © 
opinion of both parties. 

Veſterday morning I was ſitting in my dreſſi ing- 
room, when Sir William, who had not been at home 
all night, entered it: He looked as if he had not been 
in bed ; his hair diſordered ; and, upon the whole, 
as forlorn a figure as you ever beheld, I was goin 
to ſay; but you can form very little idea of ele 

Takes of faſhion after a night ſpent as they uſually 
ſpend ir, To my inquiry after his health, he made 
a very flight or rather peeviſh anſwer; and flung him- 
ſelf into a chair, with both hands in his waiſtcoat 
pockets, and his eyes fixed on the fire, before which 
be had placed himſelf. As he ſeemed in an ill hu- 
mour, and I was unconſcious of having given him 
cauſe, I was regardlefs of the conſequences, and pur- 
ſued my employment, which was looking over and 
ſettling ſome accounts relative to my own expefices. 
He continued his poſture in the ſtricteſt ſilence for 
near a quarter of an hour; a filence'F did not feel 
within myſelf the leaſt Weiastige to break throng h : 

"ut faſt he burſt forth” into this pretty foliloquy.” 

Dumm it! ſure there never was a more unfortu- 
nate dog than Jam! Every 7 thing bes 8 me. 
And then to be ſo fituated too! Unpfomiſing as 

* the opening ſounded, I thought it woul be betier 

10 bear à part in the converſution.— ' If it is not 

„ 3; mpertinent, Sir William, ſaid I, may beg to know 

. what occaſions the diſtreſs you ſeem to e ? or 
| : ar 
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1 at leaſt inform me if it is in my power to be of ſer⸗ 
% vice to you.. No, no, you can be of ne uſe to 
ny: me—though, „continued he, ©; you are in part 
e the cauſe,” . ithe cauſe op God's ſake, how Z'. 
cried I, all aſtoniſhment, : Why, if your father had 
« not taken advanfage of my, 585 infatuation for 
„ you, I ſhould not have been diſtreſſed in 5 che 
„ matters by making ſo large a ſettlement.” 
A curſed infatuation! do you call it? Si Sure, WOT 
11 is a harſh expreſſion !, Oh. how. wretched: would 
my poor father feel, could he imagine the. affeQion 
40 which he fancied bis unhappy daughter had in: 
4 ſpired you with would be ſtiled by yourſelf, a: N 
* he op fat curſed. infatuation * higk. ou, Lou; 
ifa, I was: not paingg., to, the, i foul 7 67-4 was 
— cold not gerenh cheat, from fs, 
Sir "Fi liam ſaw the elteQ . cru peech 
me; he ſtarted, From bis. ſeat, 20 — i my Fand 
in his. A little teſentment, and a thouſand other 
TEA ſons,. urged ms. WP, to. withdraw. it from his touch,» 
« Give. me your hand „Julia, cried he, drawing his 
_ cloſe. to mine, and. looking. at. my werte face 
— 77 5 ive me your hand: my, dear, and pardon th 
* ralhneſs of my exprethors; 1. did not mean, £0, uf 
'« ſuch words 3—1 R em, my, Iave: i it. Was un- 
«6 ' generous and Nan in me to arraign our. father 
« conduct. d have. doubled ane 105 the 
« ſettlement, ” have gained zun I would, by þ ea- 
„ vens! my Jylia,—Do, 75 run from me P 
come, come, uo 1hall, | forgive, 185 a A ek 
eee, wust ip ] but f. ſeriou E repenſed 
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2 will. I was the him of the day; and if ou have 
| ic paid too dearly" for the trifling grati cation, 1 
1 am ſorry for it; heartily ſorry for it, indeed, Sir 
« Williay. "You found me' in the lap of inno- 


| 6 +. FENCE, a and in the arms of an indu! gent parent; 


WF) peaceful, and ſerene; would to heaven 
ad. left me there?” I could not Proceed; 
tears: - ptevented my utterance, backs Pfhaw I cried | 
Sir. William, clapping his fingers together, and throw- 
ing his elbowy over the chair which turned his face 
pearer me. 12 ' how ridiculous Uhis is? Why Julia, 1- 


as much reſentmeht in - compoſition. You 
be opght tg make ſome Rocavee for the derange- 
1 1%. of my affairs. My hands are tied by mak - 
751 in a 15 er ſettlendent” than my preſent” fortune 
admit; and T cannot Taiſe' money on my 

e "beck auſe have no child, and it is entailed 
my uncle, Who is tchée reateſt curmudgeon 

* Ave. Reflect on all-theſe - bſtactes to my releaſe 


- from ſome . exigences; and do not de ſo 


4 


ard-hearted ant inexorable to the pray rs. and 
. Inrreaties of your' huſband — During the latter 
art of this ſpee ch, he e Put his arm round my walſt, | 
$4 Are me amo © bie Enees, ſtriving by a 
Tthoufand” little careſſes to make me pardon and 
ſmile on him; but, Louiſa, careſfes which I now 
En ow came not from the heart, loſe the · uſual effect 
on me; 3 yerT would not be, as he Haid, inexorable. 
1 therefore rold him, 1 would no longer think 6f 
any thing 4 would ih me tb eee With "the 
utmoſt ap * tenderneſs He , — 0 
hief, and dri eyes; laying his chee 
Ck to .calne,” and' Pr reffing Lp haffds With warmth; 
En ſhort acting oyer' the fame farce as (one) i in 
"duced" me to 'beljeve 'T had created? the moſt” per- 
manent flame in his boom. I could not bear the 
reflection that he mould ſuffer from his former atrach- 


'me;} and 1 bid hopes hat rþy pendoſity. 
eat . Je 2182 ele 19 5 e Wight 


* 
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might rouſe him! tom his lethafgy, and la ve him 
from the ruin Which Was likely to. involve him. t 
told him“ 1 n the greateſt chearfulneſs 
« relinquiſh any part of, my. ſeitlement, if by that 
| man ; he: ce, be extticated- from his prefent 
* and future difficulties,” — © Why, to be N 
art af it would eme to rights 48 to ahe preſent; 
« but aß for che fu fuse, I ahnet lobi into Futurity; 
. Julia.“ I ihn could Sic William, and re- 
« fie in nd. ge Beeck Oh, that! is ſo outre ! 
I hate reflection. Reflection coſt poor 9 
© his life dhe other. day: Hes abe me, could nat 
«, hear. te flectianꝰ 14 528 — .. 
“ I tremble to hear you rm lightly. ſpeak of 
„ that horrid event. The more ſo, as I too mucht 
fear dhe ſane fatal. predilection has oceafioned 
1 your diſtieſs: but my : the chrarfulneſs with 
** which I reſign my future dependance awaken 
*in ydu 2 ſenſe af your preſent :fituation,' and ſe- 
A cure you from fte ſh difficulties !??. ?? 
„ Well zfaid, miydlitile monitneſy / why you TENG 
an otator too. But you Jhall And I'-ean- follow 
Lean lead; and be>puf Tabak, if mer-ſo generous as 
„ yourſelf. I u ogot:; for the World accept the 
„ whole of your jointure. I do not want it; and 
** if Thafl as much ak I couſid raiſe on it, perhaps I 
„ might not be much richer for it. Riches make to 
« themſelves wings, and fly away, Julia. There is 
% 2a ſentence for you, Did you think your rattle- 
„ pated huſband had ever read the book of books 
«« from. whence that ſentence is drawn ?” I really had 
little patience to hear him run on in this ludicrous 
and trifling manner, What an argument of his in- 
ſenſibility! To ſtop him, I told him, © I thought 


% we had better not loſe time, but have the writings 


« prepared, which would enable me to do my duty | 

« as an, obedient wife, and enable him to pay his 
« debts. like a man of honour and integrity; and 
TO" he need not fear his treaſure flying 3 
fince 
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. fince-it would” be laid- dps ede ede, thieyes 
could break through, or ruit deſtroy.v 11 © 17 + 
The writings are preparing, to diſpoſe of an eſlate 
which was, ſettled on me; it brings in lat preſent 
five hundred a year.; Which F find is but a quarter 
of my jointure. Ah I would to hraven he would“ 
= take alli provided it would make 4 chung in his ſen- 
Hh timents 1 But that I :defpair of without the inter- 
9 | poſition of a miracle; Vou never'faw ſich an alte- 
| kation as an hour made in him., So alert and-briſk ! 
lil and apiſhly fond! I mean affectedly ſo; for Louiſa, 
* at man of S W illiam's caſt never could love fincere- 
i! 3 could nee that gènuine ſentimental 
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= "Which, ſelfiſh joy ailaiding dee ane 
Tou bleſs the dearer object ob its: N 

£4 A 28 J3> of Uþ, «bop 

- 5: Noz: his paſſions are turbulent — the ES of 
the moment —eager to pleaſe. himſelf — regardleſs 
of. the fatisfaction of the object.— And yet: I thought 
he loved -I likewiſe thought i lov,j,Wnt OI Louiſa! 
| | how was I deceived }: Burl check. my pen. Pardon 
= -- ae . en excuſe your ſiſter, | n 
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To Colonel MonTacvus. 
ie ͤ finn h--<.0 . N 


Ay . 


” W HAT are we to make of this divine and de - 
ſtructive beauty, this Lady Stanley? Did yon not. 
obſerve with what eager avidity ſhe became a W | 
to the gaming: table, and bragged away with the beſt 
of us ? You muſt : you was witneſs to the glow of 
animation that reigned deſpotic over every lovely fea- 
ture when ſhe h of got a pair- royal of braggers in her 
ſnowy fingers. But Tam confoundediylbit I She con- 
deſcended to borrow of that pattern of Germanic vir- 
tue, Baron Ton- hauſen. Perhaps you will ſay, why 
did not you endeayour to be the Little Premium? No, 
I thought I played a better game: It was better tôõ be 
the ſecond lender; beſides, I only wanted to exeite 
in her a paſſion for play; and, or I am much deceiv- 
ed, never woman entered into it with more zeal. But 
what a turn to our affairs! I am abſolutely caſt off 
_ the ſcent; totally ignorant of the doubles the hat 
made, I could hardly cloſe my eyes from the pleaſ- 
ing expectations 1 had formed of gratifying the wiſhes 
of my heart in both thoſe intereſting paſſions of love 
and revenge. Palpitating with hopes and fears, I de- 
ſcended from my chariot at the appointed hour. The 
party were aſſembled, and my devoted victim looked 
as beautiful as an angel of light ; her 'countenance 
wore a ſolemnity, which added to her charms by giving 
an irreſiſtible and perſuaſive ſoftneſs to her features. 
ſcrutinized the lineaments of her lovely face; and, I 
aſſure you, ſhe loſt nothing by the ſtrièt examination 
Gods! what a tranſporting creature ſhe is! And wha 
an inſenſible brute is Stanley! But [ recall my words; 
as to the laſt:—he was diſtractedly in love with het 
5 | before 
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before he had her; and perhaps, if ſhe was my. wife, 

I ſhould be as indifferent about her as be is, or as I am 

about the numberleſs women of all ranks and conditi- 
ons with which L have trifled away the dull hours.“ 
While I was in contemplation anticipating future 
Joys, I was ſtruck all of a heap, as the country girls 
lay, by hearing Lady Stanley ſæy,. “ It is in vain— 
I have made a firm reſolution never to play again; 
«« my reſolution is the refult of my own re flections on 
he uneaſineſs which thoſe bits of painted paper haye 
& already given me. It is altogether fruitleſs to urge 
me, for from the determination 1 have made, I 
mall never .cecede. My former winnings are in 
the ſweepſtake- pool at the commerce-table, which 
« you will extremely oblige me to ſit down to; but 
. tor me, I play no more.—1I ſhall have a pleaſure in 
ſeeing you play; but Io I feel myſelf too much 
«© difcompoled with ill fortune ; and I am not unrea- 
5 ſonable enough to be pleaſed with the misfortunes 
of others. I have armed my mind againſt the ſhafts 
4 of ridicule, that I ſee pointed at me 3 but, while I 
leave others the full liberty of following their own 
** ſchemes of diveiſion, I Tow fay, none will refuſe 
< me the fame privilege.” —We all ſtared with aſto- 
niſhment; but the devil a one offered to ſay a word, 

except againſt ſitting down, to divide her property ;— 
chere we entered into a general preteft; ſo we ſet down, 
"atleaſt I can anſwer for myſelf, to an inſipid game.— 
Lady Stanley was marked down as a fine pigeon by 
forge of our ladies, and as a delicious norgeau by the 
men. The gentle Baron ſeemed all aghaſt. I fancy 
he is a little diſappointed in, his expectations too.— 
Perhaps he has formed hopes that his ſoft ſighs and 
reſpectful behaviour may have touched-the lovely Ju- 
ha's heart, He felt himſelf flattered no doubt at her 
piviog him the preference in barrowing from his purſe, 
ell then, his hopes are derange, as well as mine.— 
ut, caurage, mi Lor, 1 Hall play another game now z 
and peradyenture, as ſafe a one if not more ſo, than 

what I planned before.—I will not, however, antici- 


— 


pate 


- RE: SF:3207 H, 1.39 
pate a pleaſure (which needs no addition ſhould 1 
ſucceed) or add to my mortification ſhould I fail, by 
expatiating on it at preſe t. 
Adieu ! dear Montague Excuſe my boring you 
with theſe trifles ;—for to a man in love, every thing 
is trifling except the trifle that-poſſeſſes his heart ; 
and to one who is not under the guidance of the /ofz 
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EIN TOE 0 TFT EN | 
2 . ; | ES IT 7) = 70 { At 4 40 . 7 0 mn Art 2 . 4 
10 % yours meſt cordiady, , 
W „ iter li bier Te ee os, ben 
S e ee BIDDULPH. 


; | ' % 
rf sri 
& - 4 1 — 33 ens > <4 x 3 £9 - 
5 „ . ES. 2 * * | 
. by & . . Ec 4 . : * I Wy % 0 
7 — + þ 1 4 > TY * 5 4 + ＋ $4 . E 8 , , 7 | 4 
neun een e OTIS TH (155557) 
R LI 8 T ER XXII C2) T1 TLC 37 £3 
SETT 2 Fo 11 11 * deb 2 R 13 2 230 
en en en EI TOTES ANT ee ee, 
£; * F To a P — Y 7 : 4 | 2 
EMEPTUT IOW or ants ty wok, ao yo ele UTE 
n a tie» . 
> A #} ST 2 S * 'P, : Miss '0 2 N * 1 4 15829 . + 4 
65 ö f - 1 g 4 FS wv wv * 1 
CE ee emen 
r . if AT. 
: LL, my dear Lovifa, the important point 


and Sir Wifliam has been able to fatisfy ſome rapacious 
creditors. © Would to heaven I could tell you, the 
cher, baker, &c; were in the liſt! No, my ſiſter; 
the creditors are a vile ſet of gamblers, or, in the 
language of the polite world—Black-legs. Thus is 
the purpoſe of my heart entirely fruſtrated, and the 
laudably induſtrious tradeſman defranded. of his due. 
But how long will they remain ſatisfied, with being re- 
peatedly put by with empty promiſes, Which are never 


F related the particulars of in my laſt is quite ſettled, 


” 


kept? Good God ! how is this to end? I give myſelf 
up to the moſt gloomy reflections, and ſee no point of 
time when we ſhall be extricated from the cruel dilem- 
mas in which Sir William's imprudence has involved 
us. Tvainly fancied, I ſhould gain ſome advantages, 
at leaſt raiſe myſelf in his opinion, from my generoſity ; 
but find, on the contrary, he only laughs at me for 
being ſuch a ſimpleton, to ſuppaſe hk eu five hun- 
dred/a-year would ſet him to rights. It is plain, I 
have got no credit by my condeſcenſion, for he has 
not ſpent one day at home ſince; and his temper, when 
Ido ſee him, ſeems more uncertain than ever. — Oh! 


Louiſa! and do all young women give up their fami- 
ties; their hand, and virgin-affections, to be thus re- 
compenſed ? But why do let fall theſe expreſſions ? 
Alas? they fall with my tears; and I can no more ſup- 
preſs thi one than ths 'ather ; I ought, howerer, and 
indeed do'endeayaur againſt both. I ſeek to arm my 

- foul to ſuppott the evils with which I ſee myſelf ſur- 

e, eech heaven to afford we Rrength, 
for I too plainly ſee I ain deprived of all other re- 
7 ES 9H HTS WE TN" ""JOUurcen. 
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ſourpes. I forgot; to. caution. you, my dear filter, 


againſt, acquainting my father, that, I haue given up 
rt of my jointure; an leſt, when I am unburthen- 
ing the weight of. my over-charged boſom to you, 1 
ſhould in future omit this cautionary reſerve, do you, 
my Louiſa, | keep thoſe little paſſages a ſecret within 
your owip Lind ſyinparkizing breaſt; god add pet to gp 
aftiction, by planting ſuch daggers,.ih,, the heart, of | 
my degz—-more dear than ee genf. You Enqw 
Fg Fas pledged my, honvur to you, I will never, by my 
own conduct, accumulate the diſtreſſes this fatal uni- 
on has brought on me. Though every ,vaw on his 
part is broken through, yet I will remember I am 
his wife, — and, what is more, your ſiſter. Would 
ou believe it? he—Sir William I mean is quite 
diſpleaſed that T have given up cards, and very po- 
litely told me, I ſhould be looked on as a fool by 
all his acquaintance,—and himſelf not much better, 
for marrying ſuch an ignorant uninſtruQted ruſtic. To 
this tender and huſband-like ſpeech, I returned no 
other anſwer, than that my conſcience ſhould be 
the rule and guide of my actions; and that, I 
« was certain, would never lead me to diſgrace him.“ 
1 left the room, as I found ſome difficulty in ſti- 
fling the reſentment which roſe at his indignant 
treatment. But I ſhall grow callous in time; I 
have ſo far conquered my weakneſs, as never. to let 
a tear drop in his prefence. Thoſe indications of 
ſelf-forrow have no effect on him, unleſs, indeed, he 
had any point to gain by it ; and then he would feign 
a tenderneſs foreign to his nature, but which might 
induce the ignorant uninſtructed fool to yield up every 
thing to him. {1} ee d i 
Perhaps he knows it not; but I might have inſtruc- 
tors enough ;—but be has taught me ſufficient of evil 
— thank God! to make me deſpiſe them all. From 
my unhappy connexions with one, I learn to hate and 
deteſt the whole race of rakes ; I might add, of both 
ſexes. I tremble to think what I might have been; 
had I not been bleſſed with 'a'virtuous education, and 
RES had 
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had the beſt of patterns in my beloved ſiſter. Thus 
T was eayy initiated in virtue; and let me be grateful 
to my kind Sy/gh, whoſe knowledge of human nature 
has enabled him'to eee 0 : he is a 
Fort of ſecond conſcience to me: What would the 
Suh ſay? L whiſper to myſelf. Would be approve? 
I Hauer myſ@lf, that, iffignificant as 1 am, Jam yet 
the care of heaven; and while Ldepend on that mer- 
Eiful Ptovidence and its vice-gerents, I ſhall” not fall 


Into choſe drehdful pits that are open on every fide: 
but, to ſtrengthen my reliances, let me have the pray- 
ers of my dear Louiſa; for every ſupport is neceffary 
for her faithful V 
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1. H A v E te pectesty W e how 
earneſtly T wille to have more fequent. communica- 
tions with my Sylph. A thought ſtruck me the other 
day, of the practicability of effecting ſuck a ſcheme. 
I knew I was fafe from detection, as no one on earth; 
Jum excepted,” knew of his agency in my affairs. 

therefore addreffed an advertiſement to my. inviſi-- 
ble friend, which I ſent to dhe St. * <> OF 
couched in \'Uhis bh got PS I 


1 
. - 


To ay 1 1 S Er. 
Grateful for the friendly admonition, the receivet 
of the Sylph's favdur is deſirbus of having the power 
of exp as it more largely than is poſſible 3 
this chanel If fill intitlec to protection, begs to be 
informed, how a. private letter may reach his hand.T 
I have not leiſure nor inclination to make a long di- 
greſſion, or would tell you, the St. James's is a news 
paper which is the faſhionable vehicle of intelligence | 
and from the ciircuttftance alone of its admiſſion into 
all families, and meeting all eyes, I choſe it to con- 
vey my wide to the Sylph. "The next evening I had 
the fatisfaction of finding thbfe withes anſwered; and 
the further pleaſure (as you will ſee by the encloſed 
copy) of being aſſured of his apptobation of the ſtep 
| have taken, 
And now for a Itile of farily-dfirs You know 
I have a certain allowance, of what is called pin- mo- 
— 71 


. a . . ̃ «. 
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ney ; —my quarter having been due for ſome time, 1 
thought 1 might as well have it in my own poſſeſſion, 
not that 1 am poor, for I aſſure you on the contrary, 
1] have generally a quarter in hand, though I am not 
in debt. I ſent Win to Harris's the ſteward, for my 
ſtipend. She returned, with his duty to me, acquaint- 
ing me, it was not. in his power at preſent to honour 
my note, not having any caſh in hand. Surprized at 
his inability of furniſhing a hundred and fifty pounds, 
T deſired to ſpeak with him; when he gave we ſo mę- 
lancholy - a detail of his maſter's circumſtances, as 
makes me dread the conſequences. | He is ſurrounded 
with jew- brokers; for, in this Chriſtian land, Jews 
ate the money-negotiators; and ſuch wretches as you 
would tremble to behold are admitted into the;private 
redeſſes of the Great, and careſſed as their bettet - an- 
gels. Tbeſe infernal agents procute them money, ; for 
which they pay fifty, a hundred, and ſometimes two 
hundred per Cent. Am ] wrong in ſtyling them wo. 
nal? Do they not make the filly people who truſt in 
them pay very, dear for the means of, accompliſhing 
- their own deſtruction? Like thoſe miſerable beings 
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who could come in competition with him; for, be aſ- 
ſured, it is not the tincture of the ſłin which I admire; 
not becauſe faireft, but beſt. But where ſhalla mar- 
ried woman find excuſe to ſeek for, and admire, merit 
in any other than her huſband 7 Iwill baniſh this too, 
too amiable man from my thoughts. As my Syiph 
fays, ſuch men (under the circumitancesT am in) are 
infinitely more dangerous than a Biddulph. Let, can 
one fall by the hand of virtue? Alas h this is deceir- 
ful ſophiſtty. If I give myſeif up to temptation, how 
dare I flatter myſelt I ſhall be delivered” from evil? 
Could two men be more oppoſite than hal Sir Wil- 
liam appeared at Woodley· vale, and what he now ig 
for too furely, bat was appearanre this reality. 
Think of him then fitting in your: library, reading by 
turns with my dear fathet ſome inſtructive andamuſing 
author, while so liftened to their joiat eomments; 
what lively fallſes we-difcovered' in him; and howwe 
all united in a pproving the natural flow of good ſpitits, 
chaſtened as we thought with the principles uf virtue 
See him now But my pen refuſes to draw che pam · in · 
5 firing portraft. Alas fit would! but be a copy of 
what I have ſo repeatedly traeed in my freqhent et- 
ters ; u copy from which we ſhould turn wiih diſguſt, 
bordering on cdntempt. This we ſhould do, were the 
character unknown or indifferent to us. But how'muſb 
that woman feel who fees in the picture the well2 
known features of à man, whom ſne is bound by her 
vows to love, honour, and obey ? Vour tenderneſs, my 
fiſter, will teach you to pity ſo unhappy à weh? I 
will not, however, tax that tenderneſs too much 1 
will not dwell on the melancholy theme. 
Bat loſe fight of my purpoſe, in thus cbntraſting 
Sir William to Bimſelf; I meant to infer; from thd to- 
tal change which ſeems to have taken place in him, 
that other men may be the ſame, could the ſame op- 
8 of r as. their characters preſent itſeif. 
Thus, though the Baron wears this ſemblance of an 
angel —yet it may be aſſumed. What will not men do 
to carry a favourite point - He ſaw the open and avow- 
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ed principles of libertiniſm in Lord Biddulph diſguſted 
me from the firſt, He, therefore, may conceal the ſame 
invidious intention under the ſeducing form of every 
virtue. The fimile of the robber and the beggar; in the 
Syiph's firſt letter, occurs to my recollection. Yet, per- 
haps, I am injuring the Baron by my ſuſpicion. He 
may have had virtue enough to ſuppreſs thoſe feelings 
in my favour, which my fituation ſhould certainly de- 
ſtroy in a virtuaus breaſt. —Nay, I believe, I may make 
myſelf wholly. eaſy on that head. He has, for ſome time, 
paid great attention to Miſs Finch, who, I find, has 
totally broke with Colonel Montague. Certainly, if we 
ſhould pay any deference to appearance, ſhe will make 
à much beiter election by chufing Baron Ton-hauſen, 
than the Colonel. She has lately —Mifs Finch, I ſhould 
ſay has lately ſpent more time with me than any 
other lady for my two firſt companions I have taken 
an opportunity of civilly dropping. I took care to be 
from home whenever they called by accident and al- 
_— to have ſome prior engagement when they pro- 
- Miſs Finch is by much the leaſt reprehenſible cha- 
rafter I have met with. — But, as Lady Besford once 
aid, Une can form no opinion of what a woman is 
while ſhe is ſingle. She muſt keep within the rules of 
decorum. The ſingle ſtate is not a ſtate of freedom. 
Only the married ladies have that privilege. But, as 
far as one can judge, there is no danger in the ac- 
quaintance of Mifs Finch. T'own, I like her, for hav- 
ing refuſed/ Colonel Montague, and yet, (oh! humau 
nature ) uon looking over what 1 haye written, Ihave 
expreſſed myſelf diſteſpectſully, on the ſuppoſition that 
ſhe aw. Ton-hauſen with the ſame eyes as a certain 
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To Lady, STANLEY. 
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je E ſatisfaction of a benevolent heart will ever. 
be its-own recompence; but not its only reward, 
as you have ſweetly aſſured me, by the adver- 
tiſement that bleſſed my eyes laſt night. I beheld 
with pleaſure, that my admonitions have not loſt 
their intended effect. I ſhould have been moſt 
cruelly diſapppinted, and have given up my know- 
ledge of the, human heart as impeiſect, had I found 
you incorrigible to my advice. But I have here- 
tofore told you, I was thoroughly acquainted with 
the excellencies of your mind. Four renunciati- 
on of your favourite game, and cards in general, 
ive every. reaſon to juſtify. my ſentiments. of you, 
| e formed the moſt exalted idea of vou.— 
And you alone can deſtroy. the altar I have raiſ- 
ed to your divinity. All the incenſe I dare hope 
to receive from you, is à juſt and implicit ob- 
ſervance of my dictates, while they are influenc- 
ed by virtue, of which none but you can pro- 
perly judge, ſince to none but yourſelf they are 
addreſſed. Doubis, I am convinced, may ariſe in 
your mind concerning this inviſible agency. As far 
as is neceſſary, I will ſatisfy thoſe doubts. But 
to be for ever concealed frem your knowledge as 
to identity, your own good ſenſe will ſee too clear- 
iy the neceſſity of, to need any illuſtration from 
my pen. If I admig&d you before—how much 
has that admiration encreaſed from the chearful 
T4714 | H 2, | © Acquieſcence 
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acquieſcence you have paid to 49 injunctions! 
Go on, then, my beloved charge! Purſue the 
road of wirtue; and be aſſured, "however rugged 
the path, and tedious the way, you will, one 
day, arrive at the goal, and find her * in her 
„% own form—bow lovely C1 had almoſt ſaid, as 
lovely as yourſeff. 
'Pethaps, you will think this laſt expreſſion too 

warm, and ſavouring taore of the man—than the 
Roſicruſian philoſopher.— · But be not alarmed. By 
the moſt rigid obſervance of virtue it is we at- 
fain this ſuperiority over the reſt of mankind; and 
only by this courſe can we maintain it we are 
not, however, diveſted of our fenfibilities ; nay, I 
believe, as they have not been vitiated by con- 
tamination, they are more tremblingly alive than 
ether mortals uſually are. In the human charac- 
ter, I could be of no uſe to you; in the Syl- 
hiad, of the utmoſt, Look on me, then, only 
in the light -of a preternatural being—and, if my 
ſentiments ſhould ſometimes flow in a more earth- 
Iy ftile—yet, take my word as a Sylph, they ſhall 
never be ſuch as ſhall corrupt your heart. To 
guard it from the corruptions of mortals, is my 
foe view in the lectures 1 have given, or wall 
from time to time give ou. 
I faw and admired the audible motive which | in- 
duced you to give up part of your ſettlement.— 
Would to Heaven, for your fake, it had been at- 
1 with the happy conſequences you flatter- 

d yourſelf with ſeeing. Alas! all the produce of 

— is ſquandered after the reſt. Beware how you 
Are prevailed on to reſign any more; for, I queſ- 
tion not, you will have application made you ve- 
ty ſoon for the remainder, of at leaſt part of it: 
but take this advice of your true and diſintereſt- 
ed friend. The time may come, and from the 
unhappy propenſiti itres of Sir William J muſt; fear 
it will not be long etre it does dome, when, both 


de and yon may * no other reſource than what 
your 


your jointure affords you. By this ill-placed be- 
nevolence you will deprive yourſelf ot the Means 
of ſupporting him, When all other means will have 
totally failed. Let this be your plea ta reſiſt his 


importunities. IMP | | 3 
When you ſhall be diſpoſed to make me the re- 
poſitory of your confidential thoughts; you may di- 
rect to A. B. at Anderton's coffee-houſe. I rely on 

your prudence, to take ng meaſures to diſcover. me.. 
May ok be as happy as you deſerve, or, in one 
word, as I with you! HOLSTER. Tr | 
41478 ( IQ _- . 
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| ter reſign, for the benefit of my huſband's creditors. 
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I T is happy for me, if my actions have flood fo 


much in my favour, as to make any return for the 
obligations, which I feel I want words to expreſs. 


Alas]! what would baye become of me without. the 
friendly, the paternal admonitions of my kind Sylph! 


Spare me ngt, tell me all my faults—for, notwithſtand- 


ing your partiality, I ind them numerous. I feel the 


neceſſity of having thoſe admonitions often, inforced ; 
and am apprehenſive I ſhall grow troubleſome to you, 
Wiz, then, my friend allow me to have recouiſe to 


him on any important occaſion—or what may appear 


fo to me? Surely an implicit obſeryance of his precepts 
will be the leaſt return 1 can make for his diſintereſted 


Interpoſition in my favour—and thus, as it were, ſtep- 


Ping in between me and ruin. Believe me, my heart 
overflaws with a grateful fenſe of theſe. unmerited be- 
nefits—and feels the ſtrongeſt reſolution to perſevere 
in the paths of reQitude ſo kindly pointed out to me by 
the hand of Heaven. | E's. 

I experience a ſincere affliction, that the renunciation 
of part of my future ſubſiſtence ſhould not have had the 
deſired effect; but none that | have parted with it. 
My huſband is young, and bleſt with a moſt excellent 
conſtitution, which even his irregularities have not in- 
jured. I am yourg likewiſe, but of a more delicate 
frame, which the repeated hurries I have for many 
months paſt lived in (joined to a variety of other cauſes, 
from anxieties and inquietude of mind) have not a lit- 
tle impaired ; fo that I have not a remote idea of "Oy 
to want what I have already beſtowed, or may hereaf- 


Yet 
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Yet in this, as well as every thing elſe, I will ſubmit to 

your more enlightened judgment—and abide nioft 
chearfully by your deciſion 

Would to Heaven Sir William would liſten to ſuch 

an adviſer! He yet might retrieve his affairs. We 

yet might be happy.; But, alas he will not ſuffer bis 

reaſon to have · any ſway over his actions. He hutries 

on to ruin with haſty ſtrides— nor ever Caſts one look 
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The perturbation theſe ſad reflections create in my 
boſom will apologize to my ; worthy guide for the 
abruptneſs of this concluſion, as well as the incorrect- 
neſs of the whole. May Heaven reward you] prays 


* 


your ever grateful, _* 
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12 F BEL. eaſi er in my \ et my | dean Touts 
ſince I haye eſtabliſhed a ſort. of correſpondence with 
the Sylpft. I can now when any intricate circum- 
ftance ariſes, which your diftance may diſable you 
From being Teiviceable e in, have an almoſt immedi; 
ate Rants in, or at leaft the concurrence, of —my 
Sylp h, my Sbafdian angel! 

1 a letter I received from him the” other day, he 
told me, a time might Cone when he ſhould. toſs 
. his iofluence over me however remote the pe- 
e i6d; as there Was a Es ty of his living to ſee 
«it, the idea filled his mind with ſorrow. The only 
method his ſkill could divine, of ſlill poſſeſſing the 
5 NR of ſuperintending my concerns, would. 
be to have ſome pledge from me. He flattered 
* himſelf I ſhould not ſciuple to indulge this only 
« weakneſs of Humanity he diſcovered, ſince I might 
«© reſt aſſured he had it neither in his will or inclina- 
, tion to make an ill uſe of my condeſcenfion.” The 
Teſt of the letter contained advice as uſual. I only 
made this extract to tell you my determination, on 
this head. J think to ſend a little locket with my 
hair in it. The deſig 1 have formed in my own 
mind, and when it is compleated, will Rete it to 
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51 "wr ſeriouſly reflefted « on what I bad written to 
you in my laſt concerning Miſs Finch and (let me 
not practiſe diſingenuity to my beloved ſiſtet) the Ba- 


ron Ten-hauſen. Mits Finch called on me yeſterday 
morning 
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maraing—ſhe brought her wotk. I am come,”'* 
ſaid ſne, to ſpend ſome haurs with you. , with? 
returned I, © you would enlarge mw plan, and make 
it the whole day,” 
With all my heart,” the replied, 64 jf you are to 
4 be alone; for I wiſh to have a good deal of chat 
« with,yop ; and hope ye ſhall baye 20 male i imper- 
e tinents break · in upon our little female Zte 4 tete.“ 
1 knew Sir William was out, for the day, and gare 
orders I ſhould not be at home to any on. 
As ſoon as we were quite b outſelyes, « Eq! ” 
fi ſhe, © 1 wag monſtzouſly flurried coming bither, 
1 met Montague in the Park, and con hardly 
get elear of bim I was fearful he would follow me 
5 berg.“ ſhe firſt mentioned him, I thought it 
gave me a kind of right to aſk her ſome queitions 
concerning that gentleman, and the. occaſion of her 
rupture with hike. She ap{wered me very candidly 
opp To tell you che truth, ee Lady Stanley, 
« it is but lately I had much idea that it was nece(- 
« ary 40, love obe's. huſband, in order to be happy 
we in marriage, ,* You aſtoniſh me,“ I eried. © Nay, 
* but bear me. Refleft how we young. women, who 
* ae horn, in the air of the cauft, are bred. Our 
J. heads © led wü nothing but pleasure — let the 
ns of procuring it be, almoſt, what you will. 
e marry—but hain any notion of its being 
45 an nien for life only a few years; and then we 
4 make 6 gcond choice. Bui I have lately thought 
6% othepwilez and in conſequence of theſe my more 
* ſerious: reflections. 2M copyinced Colonel Monta- 
1 gue and I might make a faſhionable couple, but 
» 9 ha pPY y one. I:uſt mtl Kate laugh at his gaieties, 
Sand aoblbly thevght, If flauered by the at- 


of 


« ho of a man a half my ſex had found 

dangerous; but I neyer loved him; that Fam now 

& 1775 convinced ' of than ever: and as to reform- 
19g his Morals- oh! it. would not be e the 
“ pains, if the thing was pallble. 


* 
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Let the women be ever ſo exemplary, their cons 
* duct will have no influence” over theſe profeſſed 
[ve] takes; theſe rakes upon principle, as "Ke? iniqui- 
* Br. Lord Cheſterfield has taught our youth to be. 
4 oly look at yourſelf, I do not mean to flatter 
© ou; what effect has your mildneſs, your thouſand 
, and ten, thouſand good qualities, for I will not 
pretend to enumerate them, had over the mind of 
«your. Huſband ?' None. On 'my conſcience, I be- 
0 lieve it .bas only made him worſe; becauſe he 
*. Knew he never ſhould be cenſured. by ſuch, a 
attern of meekneſs. And what chance ſhould 
8 ich- an one as I have with one of theſe modern 
8 1 I fear me, I ſhould become a madern 
RY wife, I think Jam not yain-glorious, when I fay 
„% have not a bad heart, and am ambitious of emu» 
4 2 good example. | On' theſe conſiderations 
1 alone, I reſolved to give the Colonel his diſmiſſion. 
Wil! He pretended to be much hurt by my determina- 
ors Ka prota but I really believe' the loſs Lok. my fortune 
1/48 « his greateſt diſappointment, as, I find, be has wo, . 
114 Co if not more, miſtreſſes to conſole him.“ 
l would hardly be fair,” ſaid I, © after your cari- 
"THE ns? did declaration, to call any part in queſtion, or 
Wn * elſe I-ſheuld: be tempted to aſk. you, if you had 
1 « really; no other motive for your, rejeRion of the 
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AB! 1 Colonel's ſuit??ꝰ?ꝛ 
Fou ſcrutinize pretty _clofely,” keturbed Miſs 
1 Finch, bluſhing; but I will make no conceal- 
| % ments; I have a man in my eye, with whom, I 
1 think, the longer the union en the howto T, 
14 Hat leaſt, ſhould be.“ id, ITY - 
1 i... Do. I know the happy man > 20 2 
Wii's j- 125 <« Indeed vou do 3 and' one: of bene eee, 
1 . too 1 4 40 4 
Wi SH! G6. It Aare Biddulph „ Ls 
. 25 «th Lord Biddulph No indeed not Lord Bid- 
1 „ dulph, Lafure your er iho oe. has a tile, 

| * JAE not an Engliſh one.” | 15 
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To you, my dear Louiſa, I uſe 'no, reſerve. ;I 
felt a ſickiſhneſs and chill ' all over me; but, reco- 
vering inſtantly, or rather, I fear deſirous of appear 
ing unaffefted by what the ſaid, T immediately re- 
joined“ So then, I may with the Baron Joy of 
« his conqueſt.” A faint ſmile, which barely con- 
cealed my anguiſh, accompanied my ſpeech. + -: 
Why ſhould I be aſhamed of ſaying I think the 
* Baron: the moſt amiable man in the world? tho 
* it is but lately I have allowed his ſuperior merit 
< the preference; indeed, I did not know ſo much 
« of him as within theſe few weeks I have had op 
„ portunity.“ | Be | g 5 11.) 7 . -. 
He is certainly very amiable,” ſaid J. But 
% don't you think it very cloſe?” (I felt ill.) „I 
„% believe I muſt open the window for a little air. 
Purſue your panegyric, my dear Miſs Finch. I 
% was rather overcome by the warmth of the day; 
Jam better now. pray proceed.“ 3 
Well then, it is not becauſe he is handſome 
% that I give him this preference; for I do not 
„% know whether Montague has not a finer perſon. 
4% Obſerve, I make this a doubt, for I think thoſe 
4 marks of the ſmall-pox give an additional expreſſion 
to his features. ea! IS. 
l am no competent judge,“ I anſwered, © but, 
in my opinion, thoſe who do moſt juſtice to Baron 
„Ton- hauſen, will forget or overlook, the graces of 
© his perſon, in the contemplation-of the more eſti» 
„ mable, becauſe more permanent beauties of his 
i RTE, Ts COIN 5, 
«© What an elegant panegyriſt you are! in three 
« words you have comprized his eulogium, which 
„ ſhould have ſpent hours about and not fo com- 
« pleated at laſt. But the opportunity I hinted at 
« having had of late, of diſcovering more of the 
* Baron's charaQter, is this: I was one day walking 
„in the Park with ſome ladies; the Baron joined 
us; a well-looking old man, but meanly' dreſſed, 
met us; he fixed his eyes on Ton- hauſen; he ſtart» 
4 6 | ; * a 66 ed, 
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*+ ed, chen, claſping his hands together, exclaimed 
with eagerneſs, * It is, ĩt muſt be he! O, Sir! O, 
£2mhow beſt of men ' My good friend,“ faid the Ba- 
rom While his face was ermifoned over, my good 
„ friend, I am glad to ſee you in beakh, but be more 
<.:madermte/ Iuevet before thought him handſome; 
<«. but ſuch à lock of benevolence accompanied his 
<<. ſolft accents, that I fancied him fomething more 
_ Ethan mortal. ©: Pardon ny too lively expreſſions, 
* the old man anfwered, but gratit h for ſuch 
£, benefits you, Sir may, and have a right to com- 
«mend my lips; but my eyes —my eyes will bear 
« teſtimony.” His voice was now almoſt choaked 
* ith ſobs, and the teats flowed” plemtifully. © I 
„% Was extremely moved at this feene, and had like- 
„ iſe u fittle female cur ioſity excited to develope 
„% this myſtery. I ſaw the Baron wiſhed to con- 
eat his own and the old man's emotions, ſo walk 
ed a little aſide with him. t took that opportu- 
% nity of whifpering my ſervant to find out, if poſ- 
% ble, where this man came from, and difcover 
i the ſtate of this adventure. The ladies and my- 
ve ſelf naturally were chatting on this ſubject, when 
« faid he, he is fo full of gratitude for my having 
*-rendered-a fight piece of ſervice to his family, 
* and fancies he owes every blefling in life to . N 
1 for having placed two or three of his children 
t gut in the world.“ We were unanimous in praiſ- 
„ ing ihe generoſity of the Baron, and were _ : 
* ſome hard refleQions=ag, the infrequency of fu 
„examples among — when Montague 
% fame ups he begged voknow on Wwhom We were 
1 ſo ſevere; I told him in three wbrds and pointed 
„ to the object ef the baron boumy. He looked 
* A little ehugtined, Which I attributed to my com 
* mmentlations of this late inſtance of worth, as 1 
believe, I expreffed -myfelf with that generous 
{warmth which a benevolent action excites: in a 
« ſdreaſt capable of feeling, and wifhing — , 
e « ſuch 
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4 ſueh patterss. After my Aetrrn home, my ſer- 
ant. 101 me he had followed he rold man ie bis 
% ledgings which were in an obſeuge part of che 
2 owns: where he ſa him received by a woman 
4 bis own age, a beautiful gisl of eighteen, 
« py two: listle hoya. James, who is really an 
4%; adroit follows farther ſaid, chat by way of intre- 
% duktion, be: tald; them to whom be was eryant g 
i that his Jedy. was attached to their intereſt from 
, ſamething the Baron: had mentioned concerning 
$, them, aut had, in gatneſt of her future intentions, 
4 ſent them àa half. guinea. At the name of the 
Baron, the old folks lifted. up their hands and 
4 hbleſſed bim; z the girl bluſhed, and caſt down 
46 het eyes pd Gd James, 1 thought ay lady. 
05 the fanning te pray for bun, with greater fervour 
than the raſt. He is the nobleſt of men I echo 
5 P. pair. He is indeed, ſigbed the young 
rl. My heart, my lady; ran ever at ny eyes ts 
the thankfulneſs. of theſe poor people. They 
LAT me ta wake-:{heir grateful acknowledg- 
% ments 40. your ladyſhip for yeur bounty, and/boped 
51 the worthy Baron would conyiace you it was net 
* thrown away on baſe or forgetful folks. James 
*««..was mot farther inqviſitive about their affairs, 
«© jodging very properly, that 1 Would chuſe to abe | 
40 _ fame;inquiries myſelf. 
„„The next. day e ww 8 * — —— 
* at your bonſe. I hinted to him how much my 
* — had been excited by the adventure in tke 
oy Fark. He made very light-ob at, faying, bis ſer- 
n ones; but that the ob- 
1 vel khavieg ad, 4 tolerable educstion, his en- 
re ſons were: rather adapted to his own feel - 
Th hho 6. to the merit of the beneßt. Ah ! Baron, 
4 I cried, thete. is more in this affair aban you think 
proper to communicate. I ſhall not — perſe· 
„ euting you til yon let me more into it. I feel 
=.” 22 ang you muſt oblige me witha 
** recital of the. circumſtanees; for which purpoſe 
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« 1 will gt en down in any Sit Kei . Lie pot 
„% not aware, my dear Miſs Finch, of the pain you 
* will put me to in reſounding my own praiſe ?— 
© What can be more perplexing to a modeſt man? 
% A truce with your 'modeſty in this inſtance, I 
* replied ; be juft to yourſelf, and generouſly indul- 
« gent to me. He bowed, and promiſed to gratify 
% my defire. When we were ſeated, © I will now obey 
% you, Madam,” faid the Baron. A young fellow, 
% who was the lover of the daughter to the old 
% man you faw yelterday, was inveigled by ſome 
« ſoldiers to inlift in Colonel Montague's regiment. 
«© The preſent times are ſo critical, that the idea of 


join the regiment. You muſt conceive the diſtreſs 
0 of the whole family; the poor girl broken hearted'; 
| &© her parents hanging over her in anguiſh, and, ar- 
dent to reſtore the peace of mind of their darling, 
„ forming the determination of coming up to town 
* to ſolicit his diſcharge from the Colonel. By ac- 
4% cident I became acquainted with their diſtreſſed 
« ſituation, and from my intimacy with Montague, 
« procured them the bleſſing they ſought for. I have 
e provided him with a ſmall place, and made a 
0 trifling addition to her portion. They are ſhortly 
„ to be married, and of courſe, I hope, happy. And 
* now, madam,” he continued, I have acquitted 
«© myſelf of my engagement to you.“ I thanked him 
© for his recital, and faid, * I doubted not his plea- 
"4 ſure was near as great as theirs; for to a mind 
«© like his, a benevolent action mult carry a great re- 
©« ward with it.“ © Happineſs and pleaſure,” he an- 
. 1 | 5 — ſwered, 
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« ſwered, © are both comparative in ſome degree ; and 
T's feel them in their lt exquiſite fenſe, muſt be 
4 after having b been deprived of them for a long time 
„we fee ourſelves. oſſeſſed of them when hope 
ce had forſaken us. hen the' Wire of man 
«© depends on relative objects, he will be fr equently 
&« liable to diſappointment. 1 have bousd it | ſa. 
% have ſeen every prop, on which J had built my 
„ ſchemes of felicity, fink one after the other; no 
4 other tefource was then left, but to endeavour rd 
% form. that happineſs in others, which fate had 
« for ever prevented my en joying; and when I fuc- 
« ceed, L feel a pleaſure which for a moment - pre 
c yents obtrudin thoughts from rankling in my bo- 
« ſom. But I y, 4 our ardon—l am too ſerious 
tho! my tete. d- tetes with the ladies are uſually ſo. 
1 told him, ſuch reflections as his conver tion 
% gave riſe to, excited more heart-felt pleaſure 
10 than the broadeſt mirth could e'er beſtow ; that 7 
4% too was ferious, and I hoped ſhould be a better 
*c woman as lon as I lived, from the reſolution I 
«© had formed of attending, for the future, to the 
« happineſs of others more than I had done. Here 
10 our co verſation ended, for we arrived at his houſe. 
4 1 Ce full of the idea of the Baron and his 
« recital ; which, tho' I gave bim credit for, I did 
4 not implicitly, bene ve, at leaſt as to circumſtance, 
« tho' I migh! to ſubſtance. J was kept waking 
e the whole night, in comparing the ſeveral Pa 
« of the Baron's and | James's accounts. In ſhorr, 
ee the more I ruminated, the more I was convinced 
41 "the! e was more in it than the Baron had revealed”; 
and Montague being an actor in the play, did 
44 not a little contribute to my deſite of peeping be. 
„ bind the curtain, and having the whole * 
* Before n me. Accordingly, as ſoon as I had break- 


cc * faſted, ordered my carriage, and took James for 
my guide, when we came to the end of che ſtreet, 
« L got out, and away 1 trampled to Johnſon” s lodg- 
ings. I made James 80 vy firſt; and e 22 
* 
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« of my coming; and, gut of the e of. bis 
6, heart, in order, to, Jelieye their, minds fr we 
bi perplexity which i FUCIEY always e anies 
44 told them, I was, the Dan 7 5 in the Porld, and 
% might, for charity, pal: s for the Baron's filter, J 
& heard this al I aſcend al the faircale, But, When 
4 Lentered, I was really ſtruck with the, figure of 
&..che- young git)... Divelt ed of all orgament—with- 
V cout ihe aid of . ; any external 1 8 
. 1.ahink I never, beh A, more e oh obje dd. 
7% 1 apologized, for the abrypinsſs of my appearance 
1 amongſt them, but added, 1goubted not, as a friend 
<.,of the Baron s and an encourager of merit, I ſhould 
2. not be un welcome. I begged them to go on with 
« their ſebetal employments,., They. received me 
4 with that kind, of, embarraſſment. which, is uſual 
. wich people circumſtanced: ag ihey are, who fancy 
„ ahenſelves under obligations. to the. "afflug 
F<; 45cating./thew. with, A 15 aj. Tas they 
u. might recover. their ſpir 95 I agdreſfed myſelf to 
© the two little, hops, pied my packeis ts 
b amuſe them. I fold the 1 What the 
4% Baron had related 10 me Wh, pat B _—_— I did 
not believe he had told me all 4 truth, which 
* 1 attributed to his delicacy. Oh! ſaid the 
Ke young girl, with the. beſt and bene noble of mipds, | 
* the ee poſſes the, eue e ; bur 1 
46 need not yu ©; hes. am, 1 f 
4%; are jacquainted with his eck engies 3. and 
in you, receive his i for the 
„ he has done to us l. O h, madam! he has go 
eme, both ſoul and bog; zu bat far him, I hs d geen 
ab the woſt undone. of. all. creatures.., Sure he was 
our better angel, Long Jon 0. d be Hee 15 
46. god deſtruction. T 
Wonder not. m 40 Hic the father, | «at the 
41vely. expreſſions of my child; Ea due is the 
| « peſt maker of eloquence am- gv 
All feel the face of ihe TS we derive from 
# ba W Geod oy i Sh bh, _ 
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“ our ſituation at this moment, had we not owed 
« our deliverance to the Baron!' I am not, ſaid 
« J, entirely acquainted with the whole” of your 
* tory ; ; the Baron, F am certain, concealed Sreat 
ce part; but I ſhould be happy to bear the gw 
* lars? 

The old man aſſured me he bad a wa in 
« reciting a tale which reffected ſo much honbur on 
* the Baron; and let me,“ faid he, in the pride of 
« my heart, let me add, no diſgrace on me or mine; 
« for, madam, poverty, in the eye of the right- 
« judging, 1s no diſgrace. Heaven is my witneſs, 
„J never repined at my lowly ſtation, till by that 
« I was deprived of the means of reſcuing my be- 
1 loved family from their diſtreſs. But what would 
« riches have availed me, had the evil befallen me 
te from Which that godlike inan extricated us? Oh! 
„ madam, the wealth of worlds could not have eon- 
d veyed one ray of comfort to my heart, if I could 

% not have looked all round my family, and fad tho! 
* we are poor we are virttous, my childte. 
t would be impertinent to trouble you, madim; 
„with a. prolix account of my parentage and family, 
% J. was once maſter of a little charity-ſchoal, but 
* by _enavoidable misfortunes I loſt it. My eldeſt 

4 daughter, who' fits" there, was tenderly: des 
by a young man in our village. whole virtues would 
1 have reflected honour on the moſt: elevated cha- 
% raQter.' She did ample juſtice to his merit. We 

1 looked forward to the happy hour that was to ren- a 
« der our child fo, and had formed a thoufand- little 
0 {ſchemes of rational delight, to enliven our even- 
ing of life; in one ſhort moment the ſun of our 
ua Joy was overcaſt, and promiſed to ſet in taſting 
2 alter. On a fatal day, my Nancy was ſeen by 
wn a gentleman in the army, who was down on a vi- 
— fit to a ne n ſquire, my landlord ; her fi- 

% Sure attraGed "his notice,” and he followed. her 

«to our peaceſul dwelling. Her mother and I were 


oo " abſent with a * and her protector was 
out 
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162 THE SY LP H. 
out at work with a farmer at ſome diſtance. He 
* obtruded himſelf into our houſe, and begged a 
** draught of ale; my daughter whoſe innocence 
* ſuſpected no ill, freely gave him a mug, of which 
he juſt fipped ; then, putting it down, ſwore he 
< would next taſte the near of her lips. She re- 
i pelled his. boldneſs with all her ſtrength, which, 
„however would have availed her but little, had 
not our next-door neighbour, ſeeing a fine looking 


man follow her in, harboured a ſuſpicion. that all 
was not right, and took an opportunity of com- 
ing in to borrow ſomething. Nancy was happy 
«. to ſee her, and begged her to ſtay till our return, 
5 pretending ſhe could not procure her what ſhe 
(4 


* wanted till then, Finding himſelf. diſappointed, | 


1 . 2 . 
Colonel Montague (I ſuppoſe, madam, you know 
him), went away, when Nancy informed our 


* neighbour of his proceedings. She had hardly 
.** recovered herſelf from her per turbation when we 
came home. 1 felt, myſelf exceedingly. . alarmed 
a her account; more particularly a8 I learnt 


the Colonel was a man of intrigue, and propoſed 


ſtaying ſome time in the country. I reſolved ne- 


ver to leave my daughter at home by herſelf, or 


* ſuffer her to go out without her intended huſband. 
KBBut the vigilance of a fond father was too eaſily 


eluded by the ſubtilties of an enterpriſing man, 


40 


who ſpared neither time nor money to compaſs 


* his illaudable ſchemes. By preſents he corrupted 
that neighbour, whoſe; timely interpaſition had 


£* preſerved my child inviolate, From the friend- 
ſmip ſhe had expreſſed for us, we placed the ut- 
*© moſt confidence in her, and, next to ourſel ves, 


intruſted her with the future welfare of our daugh- 


ter. When the out- poſts are be, 


* © £ 
1 
* C * 
* -— 


fart. can remain .unendangered ? It is, I believe, 


a a received; opinion, that more women are. ſeduced 


e from, the path of virtue by their own ſex, than 


aby ours. Whether it is, that the unlimited faith 


they te apt to put in their own ſex, weg * 
. the 


If EDM. - 
& the barriers of virtue, and renders them leſs pow- 
« erful againſt the attacks of the men, or that, ſuf- 
pecking no ſiniſter view, they throw of their guard ; 
«jr is cettain that an” arifol and vicious woman 
de js infivitely a mote to be dreaded companion, than 
the moſt abandoned libertine. This falſe friend 
4 yfed from time to time to adminiſter the poiſon 
of flattety to the tender unſuſpicious daughter of 
** innocence. What female is free from the ſeeds 
« of vanity? And unfortunately, this bad woman 
66! was but too well verſed in this deſtructive art. She 
4" continually was introducing inſtances of handſome 
« girls who bad made their fortunes merely from that 
e circumſtance. That, to be ſure, the young man, 
. her ſweetheart, had merit; but what a pity a per- 
% ſon like her's ſhould be loft to the world! That 
% ſhe believed the Colonel to be too much a man 
% of honour to ſeduce a young woman, though he 
. mig hi like to divert himſelf with them.” What a 
Hag ef portunity it would be to raiſe her family, like 
Nope cont Andreu; and accordingly placed in the 
1 hands of my child thoſe cernicitha volumes. Ah! 
r madam, what: Wonder ſuch artifices ſhould prevail 
% ver the ignorant inind of a young ruſtie! Alas! 
« they ſunk too deep. Nancy firſt learnt to diſre- 
„ Hſh. the honeſt, art fs e of her firſt lover's 
4 heart. His lan uage was inſipid, after the luſci- 
xt" GusTpeeches, an ent but diſhonourable'watmth 
% of Mt. B.— in We edle before- mentioned. Taught 
was defpile ſiplicir, y, ſhe was eaſily led to ſuffer the 
* Colonel to plead for pardon for his late boldneſs. 
* My out Bürs head was now completely turned, 
to ſee ſuch an accompliſhed man kneeling at het 
© feet fucing for forgiveneſs; and uſing the moſt re- 
„ "fined: expreſſions ; -( and elevating her to a Goddeſs, 
„ that he mightidebaſe* her to the- loweſt dregs of 
wh human Add Oh k madamiw hat bave not uch 
4 wretehes to anfwer for! The Colonel's profeſſions, 
cnc however,” at preſent, were all within the bound 
og N Houour. A man never ſersples to make en- 
d | Om nn 
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w engagements which he never erin to fulfil, and 
„ which he takes care no one ſhall ever be able 
1 to, claim. He was very proſuſe of promiſes, 
be: „ Judging , it the molt likely method. of 5 0 
ing over her vittue by appearing, to reſpect it. 
« Things. were- proceeding thus; When, finding the 
«-Calogel's continued. ſtay in our neighbourhood, 
70 1 became anxious to, 1 my daughter's uni- 
oe on, hoping, that, when he ſhayld ſee her mar- 
* ried, he would. entirely lay his ſchemes aſide 
« * for, by his hovering about our village, I could 
not remain fatisfied, or prevent diſagreeable ap- 


5 prebenſions ariſing. My. daughfer was too artleſs 


* to.frame any excuſe to protract her, wedding, 
% and equally. ſo, not. to. diſcover, by, her confuſion, 
ac. that her ſentiments were” changed. My intend- 
« ed ſon-in-law ſaw too clearly that change ; ; aber 
he had heard more than I had. He made rather a 
4 100 ſharp obſervation on the alteratian;in. his Fer 

s ftreſs's features, Duty and reſpect, kept. er filent 
to ne, put to him ſhe. made 2 aclimonious reply. 
* He had bean that day at gur bet, and had taken a 
'* doo free draught; of ale. Aa pig had becg alevated 
4 by my informarien, t 6401 would gay 9 5 his 


. wedding-day. The damp on my bigs 2:44 > 8 | 
e could 


5 had therefore a greater effect on him not 
* brook her reply, and his anſwer to it was a fares ſtic 
1 refleQion on thoſe women who were undone by the 
Fe veditoats... This tonched tog Fae comen ; and, after 


2 ming, 2 lob of dne molt wefh 199 on 
7 ene 4 eat whatfver 
ſequence, the would never give het = 
oh «who had dazed to treat her on the eve peg wag — 
„ xjage with ſuch une xampled inſolence; ſo laying; 
« ſhe left the room. 1 was ſorry matters had gone 


$ far, aud wiſhed to.zeconcils the. Tah oth wee 


Leto haughty to lte to the intorceſſions, made.; 
* and he left us with a fixed reſolntion f making her 
peng, as he ſaid: As is,400 common, in ſych, CA a, 
5 Hon mene 1 e aq, oy 
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« 'the diſappointed lover. He there met with a re- 
« cruiting ſerjeant of the Colonel's, who, -we ſince 
© find, was ſent on purpoſe to our village, to get Nan» 
4 cy's future huſband our of the way. The-bait un- 
__ ©. happily todk, and before niorning he was enliſtec 
“jn the king's Tervice.. His father and mother, half 
« giftiacted, tan to out houſe, to learn the cauſe of 
«this rath action in their ſon. Nancy, whoſe viftu- 
& ous attachment to her former lover had only been 
“ julled to ſleep, now. felt it rouze with redoubled 
violence. She pictured to herſelf the dangers he 
% was now going to encounter, and accuſed: herſelf 
* with being the cauſe. Judging of the influence 
% ſhe had over the Colonel, the flew into his preſence; 
ſhe begged; The conjured him, to give the precĩpi- 
& tate young ſoldier his diſcharge. He told her, he 
« could fredly grant any thing to her petition, but that 
„ jt was too much his intereſt to remove the only ob- 
„ ſtacle to his happineſs out of the way, for him to 
<« be able to comply with her requeſt“ However, 
continued he, taking her hand, my Nancy has it 
„in her power to preſerve the young man.” Oh P 
& cried ſhe, © how freely would I exert that power 
„ge mine this moment, Aid he, and I will pro- 
* miſc on my honour to diſcharge him.“ By that 
« ſacred word, ſaid Nancy, I beg you, fir, to re- 
1c fle& on the cruelty of your conduct to me!] what 
« generous profeſſions you have made voluntarily to 
„me! how  fincerely have you promiſed me your 
«& friendihip.! and does all this end in a deſign to ren- 
der me the molt criminal of beings ?” My angel,” 
* cried the Colonel, throwing his arms round her 
* waift, and preſſing her hand to his lips, give not 
© fo harſh a name to my intentions. | No diſgrace 
„ ſhall befall you. You are a ſenſible girl; and I 
« need not, I am ſure, tell you, that, circumſtanced 
« as Jam in life, it would be utterly impoſſible to 
« marry you. I adore you; you know it; do not 
« then play the ſex upon me, and treat ' me with ri- 
gour, becauſe J have-candidly confeſſed J cannot 

© | « live 
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<:live without you. Conſent to beſtow on me the 
<2 poffeſſion of your charming perſon, and I will hide 
your lovely bluſhes in my fond boſom; while you 
% thallwhiſper to my enraptured ear, chat. I ſhall til 
% have the delightful privilege of an huſband, and 
„Will Parker ſhall bear the name. This little deli- 
* cĩous private treaty ſhall be known only to ourſelves. 
Speak, my. angel, or rather let me read your wil- 
4 lingneſs in your lovely eyes.” If 1 have been ſi- 
ent, ſir,” faid my poor girl, believe me it is the 
4 horror which I feel at your propoſal, which ſtruck 
© me dumb. But, thus called upon, let me ſay, I 
<< bleſs Heaven, for having allowed me to ſee your 
© cloven- foot, while yet I can be out of his reach. 

& You may wound me to the ſoul, and (no longer able 
to conceal her tears) you have moſt ſorely wounded 


me through the fide of William; bur Iwill never 
conſent to enlarge him at the price of my honour. 
We are poor people. He has not had the advan- 


tages of education as you have had; but, lowly as 


4 his mind is, I am. convinced he would firſt die, be- 


* fore 1 ſhould ſuffer for his ſaxe. Permit me, ſir, to 
* leave: you; deeply affected with the diſappointments 
* have ſuſtained; and more ſo, that in part I have 
brought them on myſelf,* Luckily at this moment 
« ſervant came in with a letter. Lou are now en- 
<<. gaped, fir,” ſhe added, ftitving to hide her diſtreſs 


„ from the man. Stay, young woman,” ſaid the 


Colonel, I have ſomething more to ſay to you on 
this head.“ thank you, fir,” ſaid ſhe, curtſe ing, 


„% but I will take the liberty of ſending my father; 


4 to hear what further yon may have to ſay; on this 
fſubject“ He endeavoured to detain her, but the 
took this opportunity of eſcaping. On her return, 
« ſhe threw her arms round her mother's neck, unable 
to ſpeak for ſobs: Good God! what were our feel- 
4- ings: on;ſeeing; heridiſtreſs ! dying to hear, yet dread - 
ing to enquire. My wife folded her ſpeechleſs child 
eto her boſom, and in all the agony of deſpair be- 

+: ſought her to explain this mournful filence. Nan- 

. | | | 6c cy 
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ey fled from her mother's incircling arms, and funk 
% upon her knets, hiding her face in her lap: at laſt 
« ſobbed out, * ſhe was undone for ever; her William 
«© would be hurried away, and the Colonel was the 
« baſeſt of men.” Theſe broken ſentences ſerved but 
« to add to our diſtraction. We urged a full account; 
© but it was a long time before we could learn the 
* whole particulars. The poor girl now made a full 
« recital of all her folly, in having liſtened ſo long to 
* the artful addreſſes of Colonel Montague, and the 
no leſs atiful perſuaſions of our perfidious neighbour; 
and concluded, by imploring our forgiveneſs. It 
« would have beenthe height of cruelty to have added 
* tothe already deeply wounded Nancy. We aſſured 
„ her of our pardon, and ſpoke all the comfortable 
things we could deviſe. She grew tolerably calm, 
„and we talked compoſedly of applying to ſome per- 
ſons whom we hoped might aſſiſt us. Juſt at this 
juncture, a confuſed noiſe made us run to the door, 
when we beheld ſome ſoldiers marching, and drag- 
ging with them the unfortunate William loaded 
with irons, and hand-cuffed, On my haſtily de- 
„ manding why he was thus treated like a felon; the 
« fſerjeant anſwered, he had been detected in an at- 
tempt to defert ; but that he would be tried to- mor- 
row, and might: eſcape 'with five hundred laſhes'; 
but, if he did not mend his manners for the future, 
he would be ſhot, as all ſuch cowardly dogs ought 
to be; and added, they were on the march to the 
regiment. Figure to yourſelf, madam, what was 
now the ſituation of poor Nancy. Imagination cah 
hardly picture ſo diſtreſſed an object. A heavy ſtu- 
por ſeemed to take intire poſſeſſion of all her facul- 
ties. Unleſs ſtrongly urged, ſhe never opened her 
lips, and then only to breathe out the moſt: heart- 
piercing complaints. Towards the morning, ſhe ap- 
<< peared-inclinable to doze; and her mother left her 
% bed - ſide, and went to her own. When we roſe, m 
Vvife's firſt buſineſs was to go and ſee how her child 
** fared ; but what was her grief and aſtoniſhment, ro 
5 „find 
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2 THE SYLPH. 
4% find che bed cold, and ber darling fled! A ſmall 
ſcrap of paper, containing theſe few diſtracted words; 
was all the information we could gain 
My deareſt father and mother, make no enqui- 
8% ry after the moſt forlorn of all wretches. I am un- 
, deſerving of your leaft regard. I fear, I have for- 
*. feited that of Heaven. Yet pray, for me: I am 
* myſelf unable, as I ſhall prove myſelf unworthy. 
am in deſpair; what that deſpair may lead to, { 
, dare not tell: I dare hardly think. Farewell. May 
„ my brothers and ſiſters repay you the tender 
* neſs which has been thrown away on A. Johnſon !' 
«© My wife's ſhrjeks reached my affrighted ears; I flew 
to her, and felt a thouſand oonflicting paſſions, while 
„J read the dreadſul ſcroll. We ran about the yard 
oy and little field, every moment terrified with the idea 
* of ſeeing our beloved child's corpſe. z for what other 
interpretation could. we put on the alarming, notice 
< we had received, but that to deftroy herſelf was 
her intention? All our inquiry failed. I then form- 
, ed the reſolution of going up to London, as I heard 
* the regiment was ordered to quarters near town, 
e and hoped there. After a fruitleſs, ſearch of ſome 
% days, out ſtrength, and what little money we had 
4% colleQed; nearly exhauſted, it pleaſed the mercy of 
< heaven to raiſe us up a friend; one, who, like an 
* angel, beſtowed every comfort upon us; in ſhort, 
4 all comforts in one—our dear wanderer: reftored 
4 her to us pure and unde filed, and obtained us the 
« felicity of looking forward to better days. But 1 
% will purſue my long detail with ſome method, and 
4 follow my poor diſtreſſed daughter thro? all the ſad 
variety of woe ſhe was doomed to encounter, She 
« told us, that, as ſpon as her mother had left her 
«© r00m, ſhe roſe and dreſſed herſelf, wrote the little 
« melancholy note, then ſtole ſoftly out of the houſe, 
reſolving to follow the regiment, and to preſerve 
ae her lover by. reſigning herſelf to the baſe wiſhes of 
« the Colonel; that the had taken the gloomy reſo- 
4 Jution of deſtroying herſelf, as ſoon as his diſcharge 
1 5 | 64 was 
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vas ſigned, as ſhe could not ſupport the idea of lir- 
ing in inſamy. Without money, the followed them, 


at a painful diſtance, on foot, and ſuſtained herſelf 
from the ſprings and a few berries; ſhe arrived at 
the market- town where they were to take up their 
quarters ; and the firſt news that ſtruck her ear was, 
that a fine young fellow was juſt then receiving 
part of five, hundred laſhes for deſertion; her trem+ 
bling limbs juſt bore her to the dreadful ſcene ; ſhe 
ſaw the back of her William ſtreaming with blood; 
ſhe heard his agonizing groans l ſhe ſaw—ſhe heard 
no more] She tunk infeaſible on the ground. The 
compaſſion of the crowd around her, ſoon, too ſoon, 


reſtored her to a ſenſe of her diſtreſs. The object 


of it was, at this moment, taken from the halberts, 


and was conveying away, to have ſuch applications 


to his lacerated back as ſhould preſerve his life to 
a renewal of his torture. He was led by the ſpot 
where my child was ſupported ; he inſtantly knew: 
her. Oh !, Nancy,” he-cried,. © what do I fee 2” 
A wretch,” ſhe exclaimed, but one who will do 


you juſtice. Could my death have prevented this, 


freely would I have ſubmiited to, the moſt painful, 
Yes, my William, I would have died to have re- 


* leaſed you from thoſe bonds, and the exquiſite tor- 
ture I have been wiineſs to; but the cruel Colonel 
js deaf to intreaty ; nothing but my everlaſting ruin 
can preſerve you: Yet you thall-be preſerved; and 


heaven will, | hope, have that mercy on my poor 
ſoul; which this baſeſt of men will not ſhew.? The- 
wretches, who had the care of poor William, hur- 
ried him away, nor would ſuffer him to ſpeak. Nan- 


cy ſtrove to run after them, but fell a ſecond time, 
through weakneſs and diſtreſs of mind. Heaven 
ſent amongſt the ſpectators that beſt of men, the 
noble- minded Baron. Avetſe to ſuch ſcenes of cruel: 


diſcipline, he came that way by accident; ſtruck 
with the appearance of my frantic daughter, he 
ſtopped to make ſome inquiry. He ſtayed till the 

I * crowd 
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crowd had diſperſed, and then addreſſed himſelf to 
this forlorn victim of woe, Deſpair had rendered: 
her wholly unreterved ; and ſhe related, in few 
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woids, the unhappy retojution the was obliged 10 


take, to ſecure her lover from a repetition of his 


ſufferings. * If I will devote myſelt to infamy to 
Colonel Montague, ſad ſhe, my dear William 
will be releaſed. Hard as the terms ate, I cannot 


reſuſe. See, ſee l' ſhe ſcreamed out, how the 


blood rung! Oh! ſtop thy barbarous hand! She 
raved, and then fell into a fit again. The good 


Baron intreated ſome people, who were near, to 
* take care of her. They removed the dittracted 
*creature to a houſe in the town, where ſome com- 
fortable things were given her by an apothecary, 
which the care of the Baron provided. 

By his indefatigable induſtry, the Baron ditcover- 
ed the baſeſt colluſion between the Colonel and ſer- 


jeant; that, by the inſtigation of the former, the 


latter had been tampering with the young recruit, 


about procuring his diſcharge for a lum of money, 


„ which he being at that time unable to advance, the 
ſerjeant was to connive at his eſcape, and receive 
the ſtipulated reward by inſtalments. This inſamous 
league was contrived to have a plea for tormenting 


poor William, hoping, by that means, to effect the 
ruin of Nancy. The whole of this black tranſac- 
tion being unraveled, the Baron went to Colonel 
Montague, to whom he talked in pretty ſevere 
terms. The Colonel, at firſt, was very warm, and 


wanted much to decide the ami as he ſaid, in an 
| honourable way. The Baron replied, * it was too 
 diſhonourable a piece of buſineſs to be thus decided; 


that he went on ſure grounds; that he would pro- 
ſecute the ſerjeant for wilful and corrupt perjury ; 

and how honourably-i it would ſound, that the Colo- 
nel of: the regiment had conſpired with ſuch a fel- 
low to procure an innocent man ſo ignominious a 
punithment, As this was not-an affair of common 
22 . “ gallantry, 
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4 gallantry, the Colonel was fearful of the expoſure 
© of it ; therefore, to huſh it up, ſigned the diſcharge, 
„ remitted the remaining infliction of diſcipline, and 
„gave a note of two hundred pounds for the young 
people to begin the world with. The Baron gene- 


e froully added the fame ſum. I had heard my daugh- 


« ter was near town; the circumſtances of her diſtieſs 
were aggravated in the accounts I. had received, 
% Providence, in pity to my age and infirmities, at 
„ laſt brought us together. I advertiſed her in the 
papers; and our guardian angel uſed ſuch means to 
„ ditcover my lodgings, as hau the deſired effect. My 
children are now happy; they were married laſt 
„ week. Our generous protector gave Nancy to her 
*+* faithful William, We propole leaving this place 
's ſoon ; and ſhall finiſh our days in praying, for the 
© happineſs of our benefactor. FAS 
% You will ſuppoſe,” continued Miſs Finch, “ my 
© gear lady Stanley, how, much I was affected with 
this little narrative. I left the good folks with my 
heart filled-with reſentment againſt Montague, and 
«+ complacency towards Ton-hauſen. | You will be- 
« leve I did not heſitate long about the diſmiſſion of 
„the former; and my frequent converſations on this 
head with the latter has made him a very favoura- 
ble intereſt in my boſom. Not that J have the vani- 
ty to think he poſſeſſes any predilection in my fa- 
* your ; but, till I fee a man I like as well as him, I 
** will not receive the addreſſes of any ode.“ 
We joined in our commendation of the generous 
Baron. The manner in which he diſclaimed all praiſe, 
Mits Finch ſaid, ſetved only to-render him ftill more 
praiſe-worthy. He begged her to ke p this little affair 
a ſecret, and particularly from me. I aſked Miſs Finch, 
why he ſhould make that requeſt ? *I know not, in- 
© deed,” the anſwered, except that, knowing I 
Was more intimate with you than any one beſide, 
he might mention your name by way of enforcing 
I 2 . 
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«the reſtriction. Soon after this, Miſs, Finch took 

Oh, Louiſa! dare I, even to your indulgent bo- 

ſom, confide my ſecret thoughts ? How did I lament 
not being in the Park the day of this adventure. 7 
might then have been the envied confidante. of the 
amiable Ton-hauſen. They have had frequent con- 


— 
1 


verſations in conſequence. The ſoftneſs which the 


melancholy detail gave to Miſs Finch's looks and ex- 
preſſions, have deeply impreſſed the mind of the Baron. 
Should I have ſhewn leſs ſenſibility ? I have, indeed, 


rather ſought to conceal the tenderneſs of my ſoul. I 


have been conſtrained to do ſo. Miſs Finch has given 


8 hers full feope, - and has riveted the chain which her 


beauty and accompliſhments firſt forged, But what 
am doing? Oh! my fiſter, chide me for thus giv- 
ing looſe to ſuch-expreſſions. How. much am I. to 
blame l. How infinitely more prudent is the Baron! 


He begged that J, of all perſons, ſhould not know 


his generoſity. Heavens! what an idea does that give 
birth to! He has ſeen—Oh.! Louiſa,” what will be- 
come of me; if: he ſhould have diſcovered the ſtrug- 
gles of my ſoul ? If he ſhould have ſearched! into the 
receſſes of my heart, and developed the thin veil I 
ſpread over the feelings F have laboured inceſſantly to 
overcome! He then, perhaps, wiſhed to conceal. his 


_ excellencies from me, leſt I ſhould be too partial to 
them, I ought then to copy his diſcretion. I will 


do ſo; yes, Louiſa, I will drive his image from my 
boſom! . I'ought—T know it would be my intereſt to 


| wiſh him married to Miſs Finch, or any one that would 


make him happy. 1 am culpabie in harbouring the 
remoteſt deſire of his preſerving his attachment to me. 


He has had virtue enough to conquer ſo improper an 


attachment ; and, if improper in' him, how infinitely 
more ſo in me] But I will dwell no longer on this 
forbidden ſubject; let me ſet bounds to my pen, as 
an earreſt that I moſt truly mean to do fo to my 


thoughts. x : 
RT. | Think 


| _T HE SX WP H. 473 
Think what an enormous packet I ſhall ſend you. 

Preſerve your affection for me, my deareſt ſiſter; and, 

truſt to my aſſeverations, you ſhall have no cauſe to 


JULIA STANLEY. - 
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To Miſs GREN VILLE. 
HIS morning I difpatched to Anderton's Cof- 
fee-houle the moſt elegant locket in hair that you ever 
faw. May I be permitted to ſay thus much, when the 
defign was all my own ? Yet, why not give myſelf 
praiſe when I can? The locket hin m and fize 
of that bracelet I ſent you 4e device, an altar, on 
which is inſcribed theſe words, To Gratitude, an ele- 
gant figure ofa woman making an offering on ber knees, 
and a winged Cherub bearing the incenfe to heaven, A 
narrow plait of hair, about the breadth of penny fib- 
bon, is faſtened on each ſide the locket, near the top, 
by three diamonds, and united with a bow of diamonds, 
by which it may hang to a ribbon. TI affate'you, it is 
exceedingly pretty. F hope the Sylph will Ne of 
it. I forgot to tell you, as the hair was taken from 
my head by your dear hand before I married, I took 
the fancy of putting the initials J. G. inſtead of J. S. 
It was a whim that ſeized me, becauſe the hair did 
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Prom the SyLyu to Lady STANLEY, 


\ \ ILL my amiable charge be ever thus en- 
crealing my veneration, my almoſt, adoration of 
ker perfections? Yes, julia; ſtiil purſue theſe me- 
thods, and my whole life will be too confined a 
period to render you my acknowledgments. Its 
beſt fervices have, and ever ſhall be, devoted to 
Four advantage. I have no other buſineſs, and, 
I am ſure, no other pleaſure, in this world, than 
to watch over your intereſt: and, if I ſhould at 
any time be ſo fortunate as to have procured wi 
the ſmalleſt ſhare of felicity, or ſaved you from 
the minuteſt inquietude, I thall feel 1 5 amply 
repaid; repaid | where have 1 learnt fo. cold an 
expreſſion? from the earth-born ſons of clay? 1 
Mall feel a blifs beyond the ſenſation of a mortal! 
None but a mind delicate as your on can form 
an idea of the ſentimental joy I experienced on 
ſeeing the letters J. G. on the moſt elegant of de- 
vices, an emblem of the lovely giver! There was 
a Purity, a chaſtenefs of thought, in the deſign, 
which can only be -conceived ; all expreſſion would 
be. faint; even my Julia can hardly define it. 
Wonder not at my boundleſs partiality to you. 
- You know not, you ſee not, yourſelf, as I now 
and ſee you; | I pierce through the receſſes of your 
-foul ; each fold expands itfelf to my eye; the 
ſtruggles of your mind are open to my view; 1 
ſee how nobly your virtue towers over the invo- 
luntary tribute you pay to concealed merit. But 
be not uneaſy. Feel not humiliated, that the ſe- 
cret of your mind is diſcovered to me. ay co 
v2.7 Les 
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ſees our thoughts, and reads our hearts; we know | 
it; but feel no reſtraint therefrom. Conſider me 
as Heaven's agent, and be not difmayed at the 
idea of having a window in your bfeaſt, when on- 
ly the ſincereſt, the molt diſinteteſted of your friends,” 
is allowed the privilege of looking through it. Adieu! 
May the bleſt above (thy only ſuperiors), guard you 
from ill! So prays your HE l 
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Tuo UGH encouraged by the commendations 
of my Sylph, I tremble when you tell me the 
moſt retired ſecrets of my ſoul are open io your 
view. You ſay you have ſeen its ſtruggles. Oh! 
that you alone have ſeen them! Could I be aſ- 
ſured, that one other is yet a ſtranger: to thoſe 
ſtruggles, I ſhould feel no more humiliated (though 
that word is not ſufficiently ſtrong to expreſs ny 
meaning), than I do in my confeſſions to Heaven; 
becauſe J am taught to believe, that our thoughts 
are involuntary, and that we are not anſwerable for 
them, unleſs they tend to excite us to evil actions. 
Mine, thank God! have done me no other miſ- 
chief, than robbing me of that repoſe, which, per- 
haps, had 1 been bleſt with inſenſibility, might bave 
been my portion. But a very large ſhare: of iuſenſibi- 
lity muſt have been dealt out to me, to have guarg- 
ed me from my ſenſe of merit in one perſon, 4nd 
my feeling no affliction at the want of it in an- 
other, that other too, with whoſe fate mine is un- 
avoidably connected. I muſt. do myſelf that juſtice 
i 5 to 
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to. fay,-my heart would have remained fixed with 
my hand, had my hufband remained the ſame. Had 
be known no change, my affeQions would have cen- 
tred in him; that is, I ſhould have paſſed through 
hife a duteous and obſervant partner of his cares and 
| pleaſures, When I married, I had never loved any 
but my own relations; indeed I had ſeen. no one 
to love. The language, and its emotions, were 
As ſtrangers to my ears or heart. Sir Willi- 
An, Stanley was the fiiſt man who uſed the one, 
and conſequently, in a boſom ſo young and inex- 
perienced as. mine, created the other. He told me, 
be loved. I bluſhed, and felt confuſed; unhappi- 
ly, I conſtrued theſe indications of ſelf-love into an 
attachment for him. Although this bore but a ſmall 
relation to love, yet, in a breaſt where virtue and 
a natural tenderneſs reſided, it wovid have been 
ſufficient to have guarded my heart from receiving 
any other tmpreflion, He did fo, till repeated flights 
and irregularities: on one hand, and on the other 
all the virtues and graces that can adorn and beau - 
-dify the mind, raiſed a conflict in any boſam, that 
i has deſtroyed my peace, and hurt my conſtitution. 
I have a beloved fiſter, who deſerves all the af- 
feRtion; I bear her; from her I have concealed no- 
; thing.) She has read every ſecret of my heart; for, 
when I Wrete to her, reſervre was baniſhed from 
my pen. This unfortunate ipredileQion, which, be- 
lieve me, I have from the firſt combated with all 
- My force, has given my Louiſa, who has the tendereſt 
_ foul, the utmoſt uneaſmeſs. TJ have very lately affured 
her, my reſolves to conquer this fatal attachment are 
- ized and permanent. I doubt (and ſhe thinks per- 
haps) Thave too often indulged myſelf in dwelling up- 
on abe dangerQus ſubject in my frequent letters. I have 
- given my word I will mention him no more. Oh! 
my Splphb! how has he riſen in my efteem from a re- 
- centi ſtory I have heard of him! How hard is my fate 
(You can re y thoughts, ſo that to endeavour to 
ſoften the expreſſion would be needleſs), that I am 
3 | FE conſtrained 


conſtrained to obey the man I can neither love nor ho- 
nour ! and, alas! love the man, who is not, nor 
can be, any thing tome; © oo oo 
I have vowed to my ſiſter, myſelf, and now to you, 
that, however hargly treated, yet virtue and rectitude 


ſhall be my guide. I arrogate no great merit to IHN 


ſelf in ſtill preſerving myſelf untainted in this vortex 
folly and vice, No one falls all at nee; and I have 
no temptation to do ſo. The man I eſteem above all 
others is ſuperior. to all others. His manners refined, 
e bumane ; oh! when ſhall I fill 
catalogue of his excellent qualities? He pays a 
| deference to me, at leaſt uſed to do, becauſe I was 
tinctured with the licentious faſhion of the times; he 
would loſe that efteem for me, wete I to act without 
decency and diſcretion; and I hope I know enough 
of my heatt, to ſay, 1 ſhould no longer feel an at- 
tachment for him, did he countenance vice. Alas! 
what is to be inferred from this, but that I ſhafl carry 


this fatal preference with me to the grave! Let me, 
however, deſcend to 11, without bringing difgrace on 


myſelf, ſorrow on my beloved relations, and repentance 
on my Sylph, for having thrown, away his counſels on 
an ingtate; and I will peacefully retire from a world 
for whoſe pleafures J have very little taſte. 


0 pw” 4 | 1 . . 
| Adieu. 
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1 I; is with infinite pleaſure 1 receive y or promiſe, 
of no longer indulging your pen with a ſubject which 
has too much engaged your thoughts of late; a plea» 
ſure, heightened by the aſſurance, that your ſi fi lence in 
future ſhall. be an earneſt of baniſhin an image from 
your idea, which. [ cannot but own, / Fi the picture 
you have drawn, is very amiable, and, for that reaſon, 
very dangerous. Iwill, my Julia, emulate your ex- 
ample ; this ſhall, be the laſt letter that treats on this 
to-be-forbidden theme. Permit me, therefore, to 
make ſome comment on your long letter. - Sure never 
two people were more ſtrongly contraſted than the Ba- 
ron and the Colonel. The one ſeems the kindly ſun, 
cheriſhing the tender herbage. of the field; the other, 
the blaſting mildew,, breat ing its peſtiferaus venom 
over evety beautiful plant and flower. However, do 
you, my love, only regard them as virtue and vice 

erſonified ; look on them as patterns and examples; 
view them in no other light; for in no other can they 
be of any advantage to you. You are extremely re- 
prehenſible (I hope, and believe, J ſhall never have 
occafion to uſe fuch harſh language again) in your 
ſtrictutes on the ſuppoſed change in the Baron's ſenti- 
ments. You abſolutely ſeem to regret, if not expreſs 
anger, that he has had virtue ſufficient to reſiſt the 
violence of an improper attachment. The efforts he 
has made, and my. partiality for you ſuppoſes them 
not to have been eaſily made, ought to convince you, 
the conqueſt over ourſelves is poſhble, though often · 


times e It 7 is, believe, (and I may ſay Iam 
777 4 .  : "'Ceftalh 


o - 
- 


r HES VII . ths: 


certain from my own experience) a very miſtaken no- 


tion, that we nourith our afflictions, by keeping 
them to ourſelves. 1 ſaid, I know ſo experimen- 
tally. While | indulged myſelf, and your tender- 
neſs induced you to do the ſame, in lamenting in 
the moſt pathetic language the perfidy of Mr. Monts 
gomery and Emily Wingrove, I increaſed the wounds 
which that perfidy occaſioned; but, when I. took 
the reſolution of never mentioning their names, or 
ever ſuffering myſelf to dwell on former ſcenes, 
burning every letter I had received fiom either; 
though theſe efforts coſt me floods of fears, and 
many ſlee pleſs nighis, yet, in time, my ve flections 
loſt much of their poignaney ; and! P. chiefly :at- 
tribute it to my ſteady adherence to my laudable 
reſolution. He deſerved not my tenderneſs, even if 
only becauſe he was married to another. This is 
the firſt time 1 have ſuffered my pen to write his 
name ſince that determination; nor does he now ever 
mix with my thoughts unleſs by chance, and then 
quite as an indifferent perſon. -I have recalled his 
idea for no other reaſon, than to convince you, 
that, although painful, yet ſelf-conqueſt is attain- 
able. You will not think I am endued with leſs 
ſenſibility than you are; and I had long been au- 
thorized to indulge my attachment to this ingrate, 
and had long been cruelly deceived into a belief, 


that his regard was equal to mine; while, from 
the firſt, - you could have no hope to lead you on F 


by flowery footſteps to the confines of diſappoint= 
ment and deſpair ; for to thoſe goals does that falla- 
cious phantom too frequently lead. You envy Miſs. 


Finch the diſtintion which accident induced the 


Baron to pay her, by making her his confidante, 
Had you been on the ſpot, it is poſſible you might 
have ſhared his confidence ; but, believe me; I am 
' thankful to Heaven, that chance threw you not in 
his way; with your natural tenderneſs, and your 
unhappy predilection, I tremble for what might have 
been the conſequence of frequent converſations, in 
which 
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280 TUESYLPENR 
which pity and compaſſion bore ſo large a ſhare, as 
perhaps might have ſuperſeded every other conſide- 
ration. I with from my ſoul, and hope my Julia will 
ſoon join my with, that the Baron may be in earneſt in 
his attention to Miſs Finch. I wiſh to have him mar- 


tried, that his engagements may increaſe; and prevent 


Four ſeeing him ſo often as you now do, for undoubt - 
edly your difficulty will be greater; but conſider, my 


dear Julia, your triumph will be greater likewiſe. It 


is ſometimes harder to turn one's eyes from a pleafin 
object than one's thoughts; yet there is nothing whic 
may not be atchieved by: refolution and perſeverance ; 
oth of which, I queſtion not, my beloved will exert, 
but to lighten the oppreſſed mind of her faithful 
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EET 01 moral 
| \ V ILL my kind guardian candidly infornrume, if 

he thinks I may comply with the deſire of Sit Willi- 


am, in going next Thurſday to the maſquerade at the 


Pantheon? Without your previous advice, I would 
not willingly conſent. Is it a diverſienof which; IL may 
participate without danger ? Though I doubt there is 
hardly decency enough left in this part of the world, 
that vice need wear a maſk; yet do not people give a 
greater ſcope to their licentious inclinations while un- 
der that veil ? However, if you think I may venture 
with ſafety, I will indulge my huſband, who ſeems to 
Have ſet his mind on my accompanying: his party-thi- 
ther, Miſs Finch has promiſed to go if. Igo; and, as 
the has been often to thoſe motley meetings, aſfures 
me ſhe will take care of me. Sir William does not 
know of my application to that lady; but I did ſo, 
merely to gain time to inform you, that I might have 
your ſanction (or be juſtified by your adviſing the 
contrary), either to accept or reject the invitation. 


I am ever your obliged, 
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VV HEN the face is maſked, the mind is un- 


covered. From the conduct and language of thoſe 
who. frequent maſquerades, we may judge of the 
principles of their ſouls. A modeſt woman will 
bluſh in the dark : and a man of honour would 
ſcorn. io uſe. expreſſions while behind a vizor, which 
he would uot openly; avow in the face of day. A 
maſquerade is then the criteriah, by Which you 
ſnould form your opinion of people; and, as I be- 
lieve I have before obſerved to my Julia, that fe- 
male companions are either the ſafeſt or moſt dan- 


gerous of any, you may make this trial, whether 


Miſs F. is, or is not, one in whom you may con- 
fide- When I ſay conſide, I would not be under- 
ſtood that you ſliould place an unlimited confidence 
in her; there; is no, occaſion to la y our hearts bare 
to the inſpection of all our intimates; we ſhould 
leſſen the compliment we mean to pay to our par- 
ticular friends, by deſtroying that diſtinguiſhing mark. 
But you want a female companion. Indeed, for 


your, fake, I ſhould wiſh you one older than Miſs 


and a married woman; yet, unleſs ſhe was very 


prudent, you had better be the leader than the led; 


therefore, upon the whole, perhaps it is as well 
as it is. f | 

I ſhall never enough admire your amiable conde- 
ſcenſion, in aſking (in a manner) my permiſſion to go 
to the Pantheon. And at the fame time I feel the de- 
licacy of your ſituation, and the effect it muſt have on 
a woman of your exquiſite ſenſibility, to be conſtrain- 
ed to appeal to another in an article wherein _ 

"Ws p 


2. 
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THE SY LPH 183 
band ought to be the propereſt guide. Unhappily for 


you, Sir William will find ſo many engagements, that 
the protection of his wife muſt be left either to her 
own diſcretion, or to ſtrangers. But your Sylph, my 
Julia, will never deſert you. You requeſt my leave 
to go thither. I freely grant that, and even more 
than you deſire. I will meet my charge among the 
motley groupe. I do not demand à deſcription of 
your dreſs ; for, oh! what diſguiſe can conceal you 
from him whoſe heart only vibrates in union with 
yours? I will not inform you how I ſhall be- habited 
that night, as I have not a doubt but that I ſhall 
ſoon be diſcovered by you, thougti I ſhall be invifible 


to all beſide. Only you will ſee me; and I, of courſe; 


ſhall only ſee ; you, who are all and every thin 


128 1 ' : 4 1: $8 23103 
in this world to your faithful attendant 
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VV ILL you ever thus be adding to my weight 
of obligation 


! Yes! my Sylph! be ſtill thus kind, 


thus indulgent; and be afſured your benevolence 
ſhall be repaid by my fteady adherence to your 
virtuous counſel. Adieu ! ; Thurſday is eagerly 
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LETTER XIV. 


1 a dev: 1 | 


vin 11 


Ghent 


clination to have me in any y of his parties till this 3 — 


ſeized him, b tho 
fuſe my conſent. 


f dutifut a wife as to pay 


| his mandate . 
ardian a 
rſt circum 


<7 it would not become me to re- 
ou will find, howeyer, I was not 


ithout wel 
ng on the ſubj 
nced as I am (which hee forbid ! } 


an impticit obedrence to 
the. N of my 
A. eat, you muſt be 


before you can fofm an idea of the ſatisfaction 85 
on the aſſurances of my Sylph's being preſent... 


words 


10 


can 


convey it to you. 


It ſee med as if I Was 


to enjoy the ultimate wiſh of my heart. As to 
118 Sic Willlam 1 would leave the choice 


Els, 


it to him, not 
ke would be far fuperiorto me. I made him this com- 
pliment, as I have been long convinced he has n 
other pleaſure in poſſeſſing me, than what is excited 

the admiration which other people beſtow on me. 
Nay, he has ſaid, unleſs he heard every body ſa y 
his wife was one of the handſomeſt women at court, 
he would never ſuffer her to appear there, or any + 


where elſe. 


doubting, i 


in matters of elegant taſte, 


That I might do edi to his taſte, 1 was to be 
moſt ſuperbly brilliant; and Sir William deſired to ſee 


my 


Fet, though 


\ 


jewels. He objected to their manner of being 
they were e quite new done when he mar- 


ried. 


r AUE nts 


ried. But now theſe were deteſtable, horribly outré, 
and ſo barbarouſly antique, that I could only appear 
as Rembrant's Wife, or ſome ſuch relic of arcient 
hiſtory. As I had promiſed. to be guided by him, 
J acquieſced in what I thought a very unneceſſary 
expence; but was much laughed. at, when I expreſſ- 
ed my amazement at the jeweller's ſaying the ſetting 
would come to about two hundred pounds. This is 
well worth while for an evening's- amuſement, for they 
ate now in ſuch whimſical forms, that they will be 
ſcarce fit for any other purpoſe. And oh! my Lou- 
iſa! do you not think 1 was cut to the foul When 1 
had this painful reflection to make, that many honeſt 
and induſtrious tradeſmen are every day dunning for 
their lawful demands, while we are thus throwing away 
hundreds after hundreds, without affording the leait 
heart-felt ſatisfattion?? | 17K 
Well, at aft my dreſs was completed; but what 
character I aſſumed I know not, unleſs I was the 
epitome of the folly of this world. I thought myſelf 
only an agent to ſupport all the frippery and finery 
of Tewifteck ftlreet; but, however, I received many 
compliments on the figure I made; and ſome. people 
of the firſt faſhion pronounced me to be quite the 
thing, They ſay, one may believe the women when 
they praiſe one of their own ſex; and Miſs Finch 
faid, I had contrived to heighten and improve every 
charm with which Nature had endowed me. Sit 
William ſeemed to tread on air, to ſee and hear the 
commendations which were laviſhed on me fram- all 
Aides. To à man ok his taſte, I am no more than 
any faſhionable piece of furniture or new equipage-s 
or, what will come nearer our idea of things, a beau: 


tiful proſpect, which a man fancies he ſha}l- never be 


tired of beholding, and therefore builds bimſelf an 
houſe within view of it; by that time he: is fixed, he 
hardly remembers what was his motive, nor ever 
feels any pleaſure but in pointing out its 3 
fections to his gueſts; his vanity is awhile -gratified, 
but even that ſoon loſes its gont; and he — how 


these 


— 
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others can be pleaſed with objects now grown fami- 
liar, and, conſequently, indifferent to him. But 1 
am running quite out of the courſe. Suppoſe me 
now dteſſed, and mingling. with a fantaſtic groupe 
of all kind of forms and figures, ſtriving to diſengage 
my eyes from the throng, to fingle out my Sylph. 
Our uſual party was there; Miſs Finch, Lady Barton, 
adiltant relation of hers, the Baron, Lord Biddulph, 
and ſome others; but it was impoſſible to keep long 
together. Sometimes I found myſelf with one; then 
they were gone, and I was Yte-a-tete with ſomebody 
elſe; for a good while I obſerved a maſk, who looked 
like a fortune-teller, followed me about, particularly 
when the Baron and Miſs Finch were with me. 1 
thought I muſt fay ſomething, o Laſked him if he 
would tell me my fortune. 30 into the next 
room,“ ſaid he, in a whiſper, “ and you ſhall ſee one 
more learned in the occult ſcience than you think; 
but I ſhall ſay no more while. you are ſurrounded 
with ſo many obſervers.” Nothing is ſo eaſy as to 
get away from your company in a croud: | flipped 
from them, and went into a room which was nearly 
empty, and ſtill followed by the conjuror. I ſeated 
myſelf on a ſopha, and juſt turned my head round, 
when I perceived the moſt elegant creature that ima- 
gination can form placed by me. I ftarted, half- 
8 reathleſs with ſur prize. Be not alarmed, my Ju- 
lia,“ ſaid the phantom, (for ſuch I at firſt thought ii) 
be not alarmed at the appearance of your Sylph.“ 
He took my hand in his, and, preſſing it gently, 
ſpeaking all the while in a ſoft kind of whiſper, 
Does my amiable charge repent her condeſeenſion 
in teaching me to believè ſhe would be pleaſed to 
„ ſee her faithful adherent?” I begged him to attri- 
bute my tremor to the hurry of ſpirits ſo new a ſcene 
excited, and, in part, to the pleaſure his preſence af - 
Forded me. But, before I proceed, I will deſcribe 
bis dreſs; his figure in itſelf ſèeems the moſt perfect 
Jever ſaw; the fineſt harmony of ſhape; a waiſtcoat 
and breeches of ſilver tiſſue, exactly fitted 5. _ 
DIY. Fr OO) 3 


r . -. 
body ; buſkins of the ſame, fringed, &c.; a blue ſilk 
mantle depending from one ſhoujder to which it was 
ſecured by a diamond epauleite, falling in beautiful 
folds upon the ground; this robe was ſtarred all over 
with plated ſilver, which had a moſt brilliant effect; 
on each ſhoulder was placed 4 tranſparent wing of 
painted gauze, which looked like peacock's feathers; 
a cap, ſuitable to the whole dreſs, which was certain» 
ly the moſt elegant and beſt | contrived that can be 
imagined. I gazed on him with the moſt perfect ad- 
miration. Ah! how | longed to ſee his face, which 
the envious maſk concealed. His hair hung in ſpor= 
tive ringlets ; and juſt careleſsly reftrained from wan- 
dering too far by a white ribband. In ſhort, the 
moſt luxuriant fancy could hardly create a more cap- 
rivating object. When my aftoniſhment a little ſub- 
ſided, I found utterance. © How is it poflible I 
** ſhould be fo great a favourite of fortune as to in- 
„ tereſt you in my welfare?“ © We have each our 
„ taſk allotted us,” he anſwered, from the begin- 
% ning of the world, and it was my happy privi- 
lege to watch over your deſtiny.“ © ]' 1peak to 
you as a man,” ſaid I, © but yoa only anſwer as a 
« Sylph.” ether eee ite, nel WL 
HBelieve me,” he replied, © it is the ſafeſt cha- 
racer I can aſſume. I muſt diveſt myſelf of niy 
feelings as a man, or I ſhould be too much end- 
„% moured to be ferviceable to you: I thut my eyes 
„% to the betuties of your perſon, which excites” tu- 
„ multuous raptutes in the chaſteſt boſom, and on! 
* allow myſelf the free contemplation of your inte- 
«rior perfections. There your virtue ſecutes me, and 
„ renders my attachment ag pure as your own pure 
<< breaſt. I could not, however, refiſt this opportu- 
© nity of paying my perſonaſ de voir to you, and yet 
] feel too ſenſibly I ſtall be a ſufferer from my in- 
„ dulgence; but I will never forget that Fam placed 
% over you as your guardian · angel and protector, and 
that my ſole; buſineſs on earth is to ſecure you from 
the wiles and ſnares which are daily practiſed againſt 
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youth and beauty. What does my excellent pu- 
E/pil ſay 2: Does ſhe ſtill chearfully ſubmit herſelf 
* to my guidance?“ While he ſpoke this, he had 
again taken my hand, and preſſed it with rapture to 


his boſom, Which, beating with violence, I own cauſ- 


ed no ſinall emotion in mine. I gently-withdrew my 


hand, and ſaid, with as compoſed a voice as I could 
-<ommand,:** Yes, my Sylph, I do moſt readily re- 
ſign myſelf to your protection, and ſhall never feel 
' * a-with to put any reſtriction on it, while I am en- 


abled to judge of you from your own criterion's 


_ **-while virtue preſides over your leſſons; while your 


inſtructions are calculated to make me a good and 
reſpectable character, I can form no wiſh to de- 
part from them.” He felt the delicacy of the re- 


Proof, and, ſighing, ſaid, Let me never depart from 


that ſacred character! Let me ſtill remember I am 
your Sylph! But I believe 4 have beiore: ſaid, a 
time: may come when you will no longer ſtand in 


- ©: need of my interpoſition. Shall | on to you, 1 


i ſicken at the idea of my being uſeleſs to you?“ 
The time can never arrive in which you will not 
be ſerviceabie to me, or, at leaſt, when I ſhall not 
be inclined to aſk and ' follow your advice.“ 
* Amiable Julia! may I venture to aſk you this 
N queſtion? If fate ſhould ever put it in your power 
eto make a ſecond choice, wouid you conſult your 
£ Sylph.?“ Hear me,” eried I, while I give you 


'4- my hand on it, - -and atteſt | heaven to wineſs: my 


% vom: that if I ſhould have the fate {which may 


that heaven avert !) to out-live Sir William, I Will 


*© abide by your decifion ; neither my hand nor af- 
*©. feQtions: ſhall be diſpoſed of without your concur- 
£ rence. ' My obligations to you are unbounded ; 
„my confidence in you ſhall -likewife.be/the fame ; 

can make no other returmm than to reſign myſelf 


ſolely to your guidance in that and every other 


**.concernof moment to me.. 
- © Are you aware of what you have ſaid, Lady 


cc It 
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It is paſt recall,” I anſwered ; © and if the vow 
4 could return again into my boſom, it ſhould. only 
e he to iſſue thence more ſtrongly ratified,” “ 
„ Oh!” cried he, claſping his hands together, 
« Oh! thou merciful Father, make me but worthy 
“ of this amiable, and moſt excellent of all thy crea- 
« tures confidence! None but the moſt accurſt of 
« yillains could abuſe ſuch goodneſs. The blame- 
« jeſs purity and innocent fimplicity of your heart 
„ would make a convert of a libertine.” - Alas!“ 
ſaid I, © that, I fear, is impoſſible ; but -how infi- 
4: nitely happy ſhould I be, it my utmoſt efforts could 
« work the aſt reformation in my huſband! Could 
I but prevail on him to quit this deſttuctive place, 
„and retire into the peaceful country, Iden el⸗ 
„ teem myſelf a fortunate woman.” 
«. And could you really quit theſe gay bann nor 
« caſt one longing lingering look behind 2” 
Fes,“ I replied with vivacity, nor even caſt A 
* thought on what I had left behind!” f 
„Would no one be remembered with a tender re- 
gret ? Would your Sylph be entirely forgotten?“ 
« My Sylph,” I anſwered, is poſſefſed' of the 
power of omnipreſence; ; he would ſtill be with me, 
« wherever'l went.“ 
And would no other ever be thought 4 ? You 
„ bluſh, Lady Stanley; the face is the needle which 
«© points to the polar-ſtar, the heart; from that infor- 
mation, may | pot conclude, ſome one, whom you | 
would leave behind, would mix with your ideas in 
+ your retirement, and that, even in ſolitude you 
would not be alone ?” 

I felt my cheeks glow while he: ſake z but; as 1 
was a maſk, I did not ſuppoſe the Sytph could dif- 
cover the emotion his diſcourſe cauſed. Since,” 
aid I in a faultering voice, you are capable of 
- "IM reading my heart, it is unneceſſary to declare its 

A ſentiments to you; but it would be my purpoſe, 
in retirement, to obliterate every idea which might 
* conduce to rob my mind of peace; 1 ſhould endea- 


1 «© your 


.cc 
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« your to reform as well as my huſband ; and if 
10 would oblige me by ſuch a compliance to my will, 
« ſhould think I could do no leſs than ſeek to amuſe 
725 him, and ſhould, indeed, devote my Len time 
10 and ſtudy to that purpoſe.“ „ , AW _-£ 
Lou may think I probe tos deep: but is not 0 
« your. defire. of retirement ſtronger, ſince you have h 
« conceived the idea of the Baron's entertaining a \ 
a 
{ 


af 


2 


6 2 5 for Miſs F inch, than it has been hereto- 
« fore! | 
1 fighed—** Indeed you do. probe very deep; t 
and 11 pain you cauſe is exquiſite: but I know it 
* is your friendly concern for me; and it proves how 
© needful it is to apply ſome remedy for the wound, 
10 the examination of which is ſo acute. laſtruct l 
« me,. ought I to with him married? Should I be 
« happier if he was fo? And if he manied Miſs 
« Finch, ſhould I not be as much expoſed to danger ] 
« as at preſent, for his amiable qualities. are more of 
„the domeſtic kind ?? 
hardly know how to anſwer to theſe interroga- | 
“ tories ; nor am I judge of the heart and inclinati- 1 
ons of the Baron; only thus much: if you have 
10 ever had any cauſe to believe him impreſſed with 
* your idea, I cannot ſuppoſe it poſſible for Miſs - | 
Finch, or any other woman, to obliterate that 
&« idea. But, the heart of man is deceitful above all | 
„ things, For the ſake of your intereſt, I wiſh Sir 
„William would adopt your plan, tho I have my 
tn doubts.that his affairs are, not in the power of any 
«© economy to arrange; and this conſideration urges 

% me to enforce what I have before adviſed, that 
von do not ſurrender up any farther: part of your 
“ jointure, as tbat may, too ſoon, be your ſole ſup⸗ 
e port ; and | have ſeen a recent proof of what mean 

if fubierfuges ſome. men are neceſſitated to fly to, in 

order to extricate themſelves for a little time. But 

&« the room. fills; our converſation may be noticed; 
and, in this age of diſſipation and licentiouſneſs, to 


; eſcapy cenſure we muſt not tray, within the lis 
of 
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« of impropriety. Your having been ſo long {ele-a-" 
« tete with any character will be obſerved, Adieu 
therefore for the | preſent—ſee, Mits Finch is ap- 
% proaching.“ I turned my eye towards the door 
the Sylph roſe—I did the ſame—he preſſed my hand 
on his quitting it; I caſt my eye round, but 1 ſawy 
him no more; how he eſcaped my view I know not. 
Miſs Finch by this time buſtled through the crowd, 
and aſked me where I had been, and whether I had 
ſeen the Baron, whom ſhe had diſpatched to ſeek af- 
tet ! 3s | 


The Baron then coming up, rallied me.for hiding 


myſelf from the party, and loſing a ſhare of merti- 


ment which had been occaſioned, by two whimſical. 


maſks making themſelves very ridiculous to entertain 
the company. I aſſured them I had, not quitted that 
place after I miſſed, them in the great room; but, 
however, adding, that 1 had determined to wait 
there till ſome of the party joined me, as I had not 
courage to venture a tour of the rooms. by myſelf. 


To be ſure all this account was not ſtiictly true; but 


I was: obliged to make ſome excule for my behaviour, 


which otherwiſe might have cauſed ſome ſuſpicion. 
They willingly accompanied me through every room, 


but my yh could no where fix on the object the 
were in ſearch of, and therefore returned from their 
ſurvey: diſſatisfed. I complained of fatigue, which 


was really true, for I had no pleaſure in the hurry. 
and conſuſion of the multitude, and it grew late. 1 
ſhall frighten you, , Louiſa, by telling you the hour; 
but we did not go till twelve at night. I ſoon met, 


with Sir William, and on,my exprefling an inclination 


to, retire, to my great aſtoniſhment, inſtead of cen- 
turing, he commended my reſolution, and haſted to 


the door to procure iny carriage. When you pro- 


ceed, my dear Louiſa, you will wonder at my being 
able to purſue, in fo methodical a manner, this littſe 


narrative; but I have taken ſome time io let my 


* 


thoughts ſubſide, that I might not anticipate any cir- 


cumſtance of an event that may be productive ol very 
| 5 ſerious. 
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ſerious conſequence. Well then, pleaſed! as T was 

with Sir William's ready compliance with my tequeſt 

of returning, ſuppoſe me ſeated in my chair, and giv- 

ing way to ſome hopes that he would yet ſee his er- 
rors, and ſome method be pitched on to relieve all. 


arms round my waift, congratulated himſelf on por 
ace 


« reſtrain my raptures fill T had you ſecure.” © © 4 | 
© Thou molt igſolent of wretches !“ faid I, throw- 
ing the moſt contemptuous looks at him, how dafed | 
you aſſume the dreſs of my hnſband, to treat me ; 
« with ſuch indignity ?“ While I ſpoke, I rang the 
35 66! 5-0: £35 9: 155 : 


bell with ſome violence. F 
He attempted to make ſome apology for his indiſ- : 
cretjon, urging the force of his paſſion, the power of 3 
my charms, manch ee re Nr 
I ſtoppe him ſhort, by telling him, the only apô- 
logy I ſhould accept would be his inſtantly quitting. 
the houſe; and never inſulting me again with his pre- : 
ſence. With a moſt malignant fneer on his counte- 1 
nance, he ſaid, © I mighi indeed have ſuppoſed my | | 
careſſes were diſagreeable, when offered ùnder the” 85 
EL N 2 character 
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it Wafer 905 = wore, pleaſure if you way! 
i obey, pen ne my orders“ I eee 4 

the foul, and ſpoke with a peovithpels unuſual to 
She went out..of the room, muutering to, herſalf, 
locked the Hoary ter riſied Jeſt that.monſl r_ had con- 


ed 3 . 
cea hin bend Wi weak in the houſes nor. would J 


open-it tl 


ſpeak, Poor girl }, the 
up with all. the. c 4 3 11 


eſs 1 55 the world, and fav b 
eine 1h ful. hers ede lam not returning 
al Saban mga. t. My tigne, . and the perturbation 

of mind I laboured..under, together with the total 
deptivatjon of , ſleep, 7 4 70 to make me. ex- 

tremely ill. Hut how deſcrib be to you, my dear 

Louiſa, the horror eien he reflection of, e tr 
ture.excned,in, mel Ni 15 

Wee "hough . 1 had, by t be mercy of 9 5 eſcipgs 
. the danger, yet the apprebention i it left on my mind 
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is + to be told; and then the tacit aſperſion which 
the baſe wretch threw on A charaQeer, by daring to 
tay, : he bad been more welcome under, another ap- 
-pearance, ſtruck ſo forcibly on my heart, that I 
thought 1 ſhould expire, from the. fears of his. traduc- 
ing my. fame; for what might I hot expect from ſuch 


a Fonſummate villain, who bad fo recently ' proved to 


'what enormous lengths he could go to accompliſh his 


| 80 urpgſes? The bleſſing of having fruſtrated his Ay 


eſign could hardly calm my terrors ; l thought I 
Beaſt him each moment, and the agitation of my 
"mind operated ſo violently on my frame, that my 
bed aually ſhook under me. Win ſuffered extreme- 
ty. oh, 23 fears of my being dangerouſly ill, and 
Wanted to have my leave to fend for a phyſician: 


| but J too well knew it was not in the power of me- 
deine to adminiſter relief to my feelings; and, after 
| telling her I was much better, begged her 955 40 quit 


wy room at. any he. © Nn 
Waren eleven I roſe, ſo weak ang a ng. that 


1 could hardly Tepport: myſelf. . Soon after, F heard 


Sir William voice; I had ſcarce ſtrength left o 
1 eak to bim; he looked pale and 1 5 Dre I had 
Had a conflict. wit in 79 55 whether I fhould -relat 
the behaviour of Lord Biddulph to my buſband, e 
the conſequences, ſhould be 14775 but my ſpirits. were 
if totally exhauſted, that 1 could not articulate a ſen- 
tende without tears. - What is the matter, Julia, 
you,” faid he, taking my hand; . you ſeem fa- 
io death. What a poor rake you are 
„ bave had ſo omething more thay fatigue to Air. 
8 800 ole” mie,, anſwered I, ſobbing ;.<* and I "think 
4 J. haye ſome reproaches 19. ma ke. "oh. for: not. at- 
fr tending. me home as you promiſed.” | 
„ Why: Lord. Biddulph promiſed: to ſee 1 bome. 
yy 1 @him, 19 9 2 20 he told me, e left you 


6; t vo ut 0 2 3 
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e bis behavibbt? perhapb he promiſed' Jeu 169, that 
* he would: inkolt we in my own houſe“ . 
er Herder Julia! hat's id the wind now ? 101d 
- 4 Biddulph afutt-you! pray let. me into tlie whole 6f 
e this affair 2? A chen related \the* particulars of his 
' impudent conduct, and 8 1 couctived' his deſign 
together with the repulſe 1 had given him, 
; Se Wlan Gens er Hs ly chagrined; and aid; 
he ſhould talk in' a ſerious e the occaſion to 
Lord Biddulph ; and, if his anſwets were not fatis- 
| faQory, h e ſhould lie under the neceſſiiy of calling 
him to bob in the field. Terrified kf death 
ſhould be the ronſequence df a quarrel between this 
infamous Lord and my huſband, I conjured Sir Wil- 
liam not to take any notice of the affair, any other- 
wiſe than to give up his acquaintance ; a circum- | 
ſtance much wiſhed for by me, as I have great rea- 
ſon to believe, Sit William's paſſion for play was 8 
cited by his intimacy with him; and, perhaps, 
herd led im to afl Ae chofmitte he bas too really, 
and too rapidly, plunged himſelf into. He made 
fer rüßle to Ae me, that he ſhould find no: cen 
in kelin nquiffring the acquaintance ; and Joined a 
4 | 1 abel filent contempt would de the moſt LR 
og to a man of his cat. On my part, I am re 
ſolved: my doors ſhal never gram him acceſs 42210 1 
and; if Sir William ſhould' entirely break with him 
(which, after this atfocious behaviour, I think he 
muſt), I may be vety y happy y chat T have been the i in- 
truaelt ids T have had futh an eſcape. 
But ſtill, Loon: the ipuendo of Lord ian ph 
Aſturbs my How fhall Toquier my Preben 
ſtons Y Dose be Je ſcrutinize my THR Dy A ar- a 
bour ſuſ picions « of my preclikeckſon for a Ceftain unfor- 
tünate © Hafe as is His Toul, he cannot kmertain a 
idea of tlie purity” 'of i virtuous attachment! Abr tha: 
ſpeech of his has ſunk deep in my REM 6 ; ng ifne 
wilt efface it. When T have been tu e too ves, 


Louiſa, When I have been tombitinig this farkl—B 
what am * Why do I uſe theſe interdicted ex- 
5 K 2 | AT ? 
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preſſions? Thave done. Alas! what is become of my 
boaſting ? ? If 1 cannat preſcribe rules to a pen, which 
J can, in one moment, throw into the fire; how ſhall 
1 teſttain the ſecret murmurings of my mind, whoſe 
thoughts I can with difficulty ſilence, or even con- 
rob Adiey! yours, eg her Own. - 1 in 
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and every day I find an exertion of my. ſpirits more ne- 
ceſſary, and myſelf leſs able to exert "thaw „Fir Wil- 
iam told me this morning, that he had loſt frequent 
ſums-to Lord Biddulph (it wounds my ſoul to write 
'his deteſted name); and ſince it was prudent to gixe 
up the acquaintance, it became highly incumbent on 
Bim to 5 theſe play debts, for which purpoſe 
Fas muſt have recourſe to me, and apprehended he 
"ſhould find no difficulty, as I had expreſſed my wiſh 
"of his breaking immediately with his lordſhip. This 
was only the, prelude to a propoſal of my reſignation 
df my{marriage articles. My ready compliance with 
Bis | ormer demands emboldened him to be urgent 
with me on this occaſion. At firſt, I made ſome ſcru- 
ples, allkdging the neceflity there was of keeping 
"ſomething by us for aifuture day, as I had too much 
"Tealbn | to ppte hend, that what 1 could call. my own 
would be all we thould have to ſupport us. This re- 
monſttance of mine, however juſt, threw Sir William 
Into 2 5 rage; he paced about the room ſike a 
man; ſwore that * difficulties. proceeded from 

my 


* 
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Rionſelf of the . ſo much defired by him. 1 
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y damned prudery; and that I ſhould extricate him, 


2 by the conſequences. | Ia ſhort, Louiſa, he 
ed in a light entirely new to me; E was al- 

molt petrified! with terror, and abſolurely thought once 

he would: heat me, fer he came up to me with ſuch 


ferce looks; and ſeized me by the: arm, whielh lie ac- 


tually bruiſed with his graſpʒ and bade me, at my pe- 
ril, refuſe to ſurrender the wiitings to him. After 
giving me a violent thake, he p me from hinv 


with ſuch force that I fel down, unable to ſupport 


myſelf from the trembliog wht which” "ay" Rs 
frame was poſſeſſed. l 5 


% Doy'r chink o practiſe Aon By curſed arts of 
10 your ſex upon me; gen * to throw yt. 


« ſelf into fits.“ 

« I ſcorn your imputation, Sir William,” faid T, 
half fainting and breathleſs, © nor ſhall I make any 
« reſiſtance or oppoſition to your leaving me a beg- 

gar. I have now reaſoa to believe I thall not live 


« to want what you are determined to force from 
4 me, as theſe violent methods will ſoon deprive me 


« of my exiſtence, even if you. would withhold the 


- ©. murderous knife.“ 
Come, none of your damned whining ; let me 
„ have the papers; and let us not think any more 


«about it.“ He offered to raiſe me. I want not 


, your affiſtance,,” ſaid I. * Oh! you are ſulky, 


Hare you? but I ſhall let you know, madam, theſe 


* airs will not do with me.“ I had ſeated myſelf on 


a chair, and leaned my elbow on a table, ſupporting 
my head with my hand ; he ſnatched my hand away 
from my face, while he was making the laſt ſpeech. 


What the devil! am I to wait all day for the pa- 
o pers? Where are the keys?” © Take them,” ſaid 
I. drawing them from my pocket; “ do what. you 
©. will, provided you leave me to myſelf.” Damned 


« ſex! b cried he. Wives or miſtreſſes, by Hea- 
« yen! you are all alike.” So ſaying, he went out 
of the room, and opening my bureau, poſſeſſed 
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have not ſeen. him ſince, and now it is paſt elevem. 
What a fate is mine! However I have no more to 
give up; ſo he cannot ſtorm at or threaten nie again; 
unce I am now a beggar as well as himſelf. T thall 
fit about an hour longer, and then I ſhall faſten my 
door for the night; and ] hope he will not inſiſt on 
my opening it for him. I make Win lie in a little 
hed in a cloſet, within my toom. She is the only do- 
meſtic I can place the leaſt confidence in. She fees 
my eyes red with, weeping; ſhe ſheds tears, but aſks 
no queſtiops.; . Farewell, my, deareſt Louiſa: pity die 
ſufferings of thy fiſter, who feels every woe aug- 
. N by the. grief ſhe .caufes in your ſympathizing 
„„ 68 02311 3: ein 
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THE SYLPH; 


as . 
LETTER t 
From the SLI. 


1 FIND my admonitions have failed, and my ulſe 
bas relinquiſhed all her future dependance. Dic 45 5 
not promiſe an implicit obedĩence to my advice? How 
comes it then, that your huſband triumphs im having 
the power of ſtill viſiting the gaming- tables, and bet- 
ting with the utmoſt eclat? Settlements as the late 
Lord Hardwicke uſed to ſay, are the fooliſheft 
bonds in nature, ſince there never yet was a woman 
who might not be kiſſed or kicked out of it: which 
of thoſe methods Sir William has adopted, I know 
not; but it is plain it was a ſucceſsful one. I pity 
you, my Julia 3 I grieve for you; and much fear, now 
Sir William has loft all reftraint, he will loſe the ap- 
pearance of it likewiſe. What reſource will he pur- 
ſue next? Be on your guard, my moſt amiable friend 3\ 
my fore-ſight deceives me, or your danger is great. 
For when a man can once loſe his humanity, ſo f 4 
to deprive his wife of the means of ſubſiſting herſelf, 
J much, very much fear he will fo effeQually loſe his 
honour likewiſe, as to make a property of hers. May* 
I judge too'ſeverely! May Sir William be an excep- 
tion to my rule! And oh! may you the faireſt work 
of Heaven, be equally its care 
| EARLY TOTES 
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0 2 . SLES 413 
To the SYLem, 
Fon 


[1 


1 LAS! I look for N mon 8 a7. hind | 
| vod s letters; yet in this before me you only. point. | 
au FRY dhe ſhoais and quic kſands . hut hold not out yous © > 
ainiag hand, to guide me through the devious path. 
have ere your, beheſt ; but you know not how 
T have been urged, and my pained ſoul cannot ſuppory | 
the repekition. T1. will ever be implicit in my; obedi- 
ence 10 you, as, far as I am concerned only; as to this. 
particular point, you would not have had me diſo- 8 
beyed my huſband, Lam ſure. Indeed I could do no 
ather than I. did. If he ſhould mabe jan. 1 uſe of the- 
ſums raiſed, Lam not anſwerable for. it; but, if he © 
had begn driyen to any fatal exigange.thraugh. my fe- 
fu fuſsl, my wretchedne(s would have, been ore, equi. 
fire than Yong, iS Which Lihink would have exceed. 
ed whaytl could have ſupported. Something, is in agi. 
taſion e what Lam totally a ranger to. 1 
gave juſt heard from one of my ervants, that Mr. 
ee, uncle of. Sis William's, is expected. im 
town „ N. vid to-Heaven: map „ ve the, will and 
power to. extricate us] but I bear, ke is of a.moſt-ma-: * 
roſe temper, and was never, an good. terms. u, Uh his ge- 
phew. ! „The dangers you hint at, I hope, and pray 
without ceaſing to Heaven, to be delivered from. Oh! 
that Sir William would permit me to return to «48 
dear father and ſiſter } in their kind embraces I ſhould ' 
lofe the remembrance of the tempeſts I have under- 
gone; like the poor ſhipwrecked mariner, I ſhould - 
hail the friendly port, and never, never truſt the de- 
- ceitful ocean more. But ah! how fruitleſs this with! 


Here I am eue to . a meh undone. 
; j 3:0hs! Adieu! 
L E T- 
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HB, Baron called bere this * f i Bond be⸗ 
| Hp me, my deareſt Louiſa, for mentioning- h 
name, this indeed wilk be the laſt time. Never more 
will thy ſiſter be hold him x is gone; yes, 1 | 
I ſhall never ſee him again. But will his looks,” his 
ſighs, and tears be forgotten? Oh! never, never! He 
came to bid me adier n Could but leave you hap- 
85 „ee hercried in Karge ar ticulate acgents— 5 Was 
but bleſt with the remote hope of your —_— your 
- WY mars + tt this wond, J ſhabkd; qui W e 
irh laſs regret and apguiih. Oh! Lady gi * 
« ef of women! I mean not to lay claim to your: 
« gratitude g far be ſuch an idea from my fout! but; 
4 for. your ſake leave: the kingdom“ For mine!“ 
L exclainted, elaſping my hands: wildly togerhes hardly 
knowing; what; 1 Jad; O did, 8 What! KR leave me F 
% Leave the kingdom ſor my' fake Ob ii my God! 
hat advantage dat acetue to me by leseg I. 
caukd. not pioceed ; my: voice me,; and 1 re- 
mained the petrifted Rtaiue of deſpair. Lady Stan- 
3 „ hy. faich de with an aſſumed cahmneſs, be com- 
* poſed, and hear me. In an age like this, where 
« the examples of vice are ſa many and ſo prevalent; 
4 „„ though a woman is chsſte as the iſicle that h 
70 Diar's temple; Rib! ſhe wilk be ſuſpectod; ade,” 
«was the ſun never te look upon hes, yet the would 
©. be tainted; by. the envenomiebbreath off ſla nder. Lady 
7 Anne Parker has dared in a publie company to ſay, 
N oe moſt » uirtuous and lovely ef her fex will - 
—.— for the infidelity. of her 
grapriſals; ber malevolence has 
7 Laber! ele 1 finger to one, who - 


2 1 | „ adores 


— — — 
Aůum—ꝛꝛ— —ä —— 


read his 
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18 adores all the virtues with . Heaven firſt en- 
+. dyed woman in your form. A voluntary baniſh- 


% ment on my ſide may wipe: off this tragſient eclipſe 
« of. the. faireſt. 8 amiable character in the 
10 World, and the beauties of it ſhine forth with great- 
« er luftre, like the diamond, which can only be ſul- 


' hed by the breath, and which eva porates in an in- 
e ſtant, and beams with freſh brilliancy. I wo 


„ not with you to look into my heart,” added he 
"with. a ſoftened voice, ; leſt your compaſſion "might 
affect you too much; yet you know not, you ne- 
«« ver can know; what I have MK and mon for 
1 ever ſuffer, 


4 Condemin'd, alas! bole — phate,» 1 2 
And i image charms ] muſt behold no more. 1 
0151 N 

I. far eg ies duting his pech; bur find! g Hus 
ſilent, and, I believe, from his emotions, unable to 
Proceed, *« Behold,” cried I, with what a compoſed 
* reſignation I ſubmit to my fate; I hoped J had been 
c too inconſiderable io have excited the tongue of 
40 -Nander, or fix its ſting 1 in my boſom. But may 
you, my friend, regain your peace and a BY 


your native country!“ H nen eee e 


%% My native country!“ exclaimed he,; 8 What is 


„ my native country, what the whole globe itſelf, to 
e that ſpot Which contains all? But I wilt fay no more. 
dare not truſt myſelf, [muſt not. O Julia! ſor- 
4 give me! Adieu, for ever!“ I had no voice to de- 


tain him; I ſuffered him 1 the . Wy 
ene fight. of him — for ever i I fist 
remained wiih my eyes \Ropidly fixed on the dobr. 
Gb, Lonifa, dare L tell you ?:my' ſoul ſeemed to follow 
bim; andi all my ſufferings have beenꝰttivial to this. 
Jo be eſteemed wa him, to be worthy his regard; und 
o in his ſpeaking eyes; th was 
V ſupport, this ſuſtained me, nor fuifered 1 feetito 
ite againſt a Kone in this disſigured path o FdeRtincE 


uon. He was — tes hat Ko 38 god Uni? 


3 1 
* 
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knows not how mizels 1loved him. 1- 1 it not 
myſelf; elſe how could I promiſe never to ſpeak,” ne- 
ver to think of him again? But whence theſe wild ex- 
preſſions? Oh ! pardon the effuſions of phreneti c Til 
Ka I know: not what- T There laid. Ta am el loft * 
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F e me, my dear = on hav- 
+ Ing beat the Baron out of the pit. He is off, my boy l 
and now I may play a ſafer game; for between out- 
ſelves, IJ have as much inclination to fleep in a whole 
| ſkin, as ſomebody elſe you and I know of. I have 
really been more ſy rs pet than I could have flattered 
wyfelt L ſhould be; but the devil: Mil} ſtands my 
friend which is but grateful to be ſure; as the devil Is 
in it if one good turn does not Ceſerve another; and I 
| have helped his fable divinity to many a good jobb i in 
my day. The ſummit of my wiſhes was to remove 
this troubleſome fellow; but he has taken himſelf 
clean out of the kingdom, leſt the fame of his Dul- 
cinea ſhould ſuffer in the Morning Pot. He, if any 
man could, would not ſcruple drubbing;that Hydranof 
ſcandal ; bur then the ſtain; would ſtill remain where 
- the blot had been made. I think -you- will be glad 
- that he is puniſhed at any rate for his impertinent i in- 
terference in your late affair with the reeruit's ſweet- 
beart. Theſe delicate minds ate ever cantriving/ their 
own miſety; and, from their exquiſite ſenſibility,: Grd | 
out the method of refining on torture... Thus, jn a fit 
eo heroics, he has banithed himſelf from the Only Wo- 
58  -S man 
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* 


EFT 
Foves); ati WO il . Net rline, wtels my: 


fon Falls, er my m ings, tod ſoon. he” 
ebe eb x chatice, of 155 appy with, was he“ 


att in mortal monfd. TRE: et T rake it, he is one of chat! 
fort which Madatne Sevigh calls“ a i fried in 
«© ſnow,” or engendered between a Lapland ſailor and 
- #*Dittmaid on the icy plains of Greenland. Even 
the charms of Julia can but juſt warm him. He 
does not burn like me. The conſuming fire of Ein 
riots not in his veins, or he would have loft all conſi- 
deration, but that of the completion of his "wiſhes. 
Mine have become ten RI de eager from the re- 
ſiſtance J have met with. Fool that I was! not to be 
able to keep a rein over my tranſports, till I had ex- 
tinguiſhed the lights! bur to ſee her” before me, wy 
pulſe beating with tumultuous paſſion, and oi yo 
nous” fancy e e the ae on 
ſplreg to give ſuch ſpirit to my careffes,” as l tel 
an the chafteter 1 affutmed of ab indifferent I 
bafd. Like Gar 4 of — ſhe foon dit covered the 
God rinder the” 10 lande of Diana. Heavens !' how 
mis Hred up, 4 # ke the leopard, 2 peared mote 
38 e (hag tened nee Bi fn * r 
ty trem vain 5 61 e int 3 tot ils 
yy pi 5 0 iS ks wy thou 190 foon 4 "ite, tanto 
ſt every Faking to me bot his þ oper ty in his. 
wife's * petſon; / and though”; perhaps eh may make a_ 
few 17 Faces, he mull igel & chat birter pill. He 
has 'obNget her 10 Fire up al Yer er jainture, # the has 47 
mw no de nd nee. Whar a fool he is! but he 57. 
e ler been fo ; the moſt alpable cheat paſſes on him 47 
and hbugh 4 16 motall certain, That to Play and to. 
„ one End the falle iin yer nothing can cur 
uy -duifed Tcl f. gaming. ot w ithft an, 2 55 0 
HWCEs Phave jade 400 the 4 Uafves ae; 
day Bed. te Is bet pon 1 K own deſtruction; ;” an 
GacO0 RE TE pfaimy the 5: 5 why. may not * 1 5 
few clever ' fellows like Te PI yl I, Ning advange of Fl 


egregique WHY 2. es 1 5 od berief he 
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It was but yeſterday 4 ben N 14m, Roll char 
e ſumedly in at 1 aid he; © I. 
«© know t n 1 06 i 00 ial bes God's, ſake! 
« let us have a little touch at billiards, picquet, or 
« ſomething, to dre the de vi melancholy out of my 
« citadel (touching his boſom), for, by my foul, Ib 
_ © lieve I ſhall make. away with. m yſelf, if left. a I 
Ti en 'agreable” meditations” 5 uſdal, advite | 
Enn to teffe& nhaw) much fuck had You axifoft Ma, | 
and begyed Him to he cautious ; that I poſitively, ha 
no wende in Men, With one who never "turned a 
that T fhoutd fook out for ſome one who un⸗ 
d bilifatds *Welf enough to be my cbnqueror. 
@ What the devil!“ cried he, es Yon think mea no- 
* vice; come, come, T ivill co e ydu co y 6ur ſor- 
« fo. know fordething of the game 5 fr 1 
on Htigtfed, i : Biddylph, | (hit 1, pocket yout "Ba 4 
10 ee 5 e 
4 You-can't” beat der tact, ald. ir ge. 


. you uy thiee,”” 
PH be dantded if L Accer Abe; no, ne, let. 
bh A on yp! ſquare.” 80 to it we went; "and; ag, 
at" it ende The nee he'lofes, the mole an 
tucus ae ke is ro play” ©: 1 | 
"There, will be a does buſtle foon'; ths Un | 
old. Stanfey, is compo to town. In i ipofihg, — 
his wife's' zinrurs, part of Which was hn dec Fh 
an fate of Squareroes, the affair. has Eonfequemly, .. 
reached his ears, and he 1s All fury upon the accation, 
k believe there has been a little chicanery praQifed be. 
tween Sir Willfan and his Lawyer, 15 h wilf cove. 
bur an ugly buſineſs. However thanks'to 850 
fight in hefe matters, Tacr itt bf rhe ſcrape She 
can fee the Baronet iS Curſe off the hby 4 
idea of its tran ring And rack father fee bog the 
than the Don. 4 burnt his fing rd, and ſma 
till he roars Hin, acer! dear Jack: N As 
els Ke Trans 98 Apa 
BBl W 
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„ of Pickin now a little . nd 8 
think I ought to apologize to my. deareft Louiſa, for 
making her ſo free a e ei of my phtenzy ; yet 
'Tdonbr not of your for iveneſs on this, as well as many 
öccaſions, reflecting with the livelieſt gratitude on the 
extreme tenderneſs you have ever ſhewn me. 
The morning after I had written that incoherent let- 
ter to you, Miſs Finch paid me a vifit. She took no. 
notice of the dejection of my countenance, which I, 
convinced was but too viſible; but, putting on a, | 
n air, though thought the 100 looked me- 
lancholy when ſhe firſt came in. I. am come to tell 
, you, my dear Lady Stanley,” faid ſhe, that you. 
4 muſt go to Lady D—'s route this evening; you-knaw 
4 you are engaged, and I deſign you for my chaperon.” 
Excuſe me, my dear,” returned I,“ I cannot think 
, of going 'thither, and was Ju going to ſend - A 7 
to thatfpufpoſe.“ 5 
e Lady Stanley,” the replied, “ you A g0 in- 
. deed. I have a very particular reaſon for urging 
4 vou to make your appearance there.“ And 
det have as particular a reaſon,” ſaid I turning away 
my head to conceal a tear that wonld unbidden ſtart 
Init my eye, to prevent my going there os any where, 
elſe at preſent.” 
K fler eyes were aſbehe ben taking my. 
CE: in hers, and looking up in my. face with 
13 utmoſt fi friendlineſs, My amiable Lady Stan- 
«ley, it grieves my ſoul, to think any of the 
1 ſicentious wretches in this town ſhould dare aſ- 
, perſe ſuch excellence as yours; but that infamous 
9 creature, Lady Anne, ſaid laſt night in the coffee- 
room at the open, that the bad heard Lady SL 
1 took 
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took to heart (was her expreſſion) the — 
Baron Fon-hauſen; and that: ſhe and Miſs Finch; 
had quartelled about their gallant. Believe me, I 
could ſooner have loſt the power of ſpeech, than 
have communicated ſo diſagrecable a piece of in- 
telligence to you, but that 5 think it highly incum- 
bent on you, by appearing with chearfulueſs in 
public with me; to-ftuſtrate the malevolence of that 
. hrful woman as much as we both can. 
hat have I done to that vile woman z“ aida. 


giings looſe.to-my.4ears ; In what have I idjured: 


0 


J her, that ſhe ſhould thus ſeek to blacken my fame? 
% Dared to be virtuous, while ſhe is infamous, 


n Miſs Finch; „ but, however, my dear Lady 


S-Sianle py you perceive the neceſſity of contradicting 
ertion of our having quarrelled on any ac- 


Pere and nothing tan fo — fo. it as our: 


E 


. en eee. good ſpirits? 3 


Mine, cried I, vate broken 4 1 haue 


4. nowith to wear the ſemblance of pleaſure, while wy 
heart is bowed down with woe. ? og + 


%. But e muſt do diſagreeable things ſometimes to 


4. keep up appearances. That vile woman, as You. 


. 
2 


40 
.Mf 
44 


« juſtly call her, would he happy to have it in, ber 
power to ſpread her calumny; we may in part 
prevent: it: behdes; I promiſed the Baron I would 


not let you- fit moping at home, but draw you out 


„„ 


into company, at the ſame time giving you as much 
% of - mine as I could, and as n agreeable to 


46 


60 


you. 


4. J — you t to be Cured, my dear, that the com- 


pany of no one can be more ſo than yours. And, 
as 1 have no doubts of your ſincere wiſh for my 
welfare, I will readily ſubmit myſelf to your dif- 


% eretion, But how ſhall I be able to confront that 


infamous Lady Anne, who will moſt probably be 
there ??? Never mind her; let _ conſcious merit 


- ſupport you, Reflect on your own worth, nor caſt 
5 thought on ſuch a wretch. I will dine with you; 


ang — the evening we will prepare for this viſit.“ 
I made 


- 
= 


268. 

2] made no N wh 
ne bo ſtrong] to Miſs; Finch. 
ry. might us fatther than was 
knew Mifs Finch had a 
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the Baron reebmmnded- 
+4 thought fich: enqui- 
was prudent; beſides, f 


fender for him, and therefore, 


om the courle of the day, I never mentioned his 
Miſs Finch was eqtally delicate as myſeif; 
our Cote wine —— inilifferent; hubie cds 2 


Asad I found grew 


AT) 


towarduthe evening much more 
oſed chan Ii hac been for ſome time The pattx 
ge han uονν²D⁰ too erſotiob asu mU/l as po- 


! — ia quadr ille toble with: Miſs 125 7 


and, encouraged: by. 
Beheverthei ge 
give me ſpirits, I go 
well: Ie nem 


wing. oþ: walked- witch im 


her looks; and. miles, Which 
od giti forced into her countenante ·· to 


through the evening tojerably: 


friend 


inte the Park II never dine out, a8. wang? Wide nb 
& toi beat home st meal timen, ileſtʒ die Wälia ur 


ſhould chuſe to give im Hie 
ſekdobi the taſog and h to 


n is very 


Lear ſee 


e*cyÞnings 


Hhim,-as be des not come home till three or four im 


the morning. and oftem ſtays out he, hole night. 


Wehave ef courſe ſeparate apartments. Adieu, my 
beloved !. MWOAUuld tõ God Ane your arcs, 


and there forget my forrows: {ow nod 165 hf 
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THESYLPH, 


To Lord B 1 5 5 r . 


* 
2 


4 Tr 4 TE ” + 


F. O R Hayes 8 my hive Lord, let me ſee. 
you inſtantly ; ; or on ſecond thoughts (though | Ta 
too much erplexed to be able to arrange them 2 


perly) 1 win lay before che cutſed difficatties wir 
which L am forrounded; and then E ſhall- beg the fi 
your of you to 8⁰ to Sit George Brudenel, and ſee 
what you can do with him. Sure the devil owes me 


ſome heavy F ; every thing goes againſt me. 


Old Stanley 
chen fond be a free man again: 


You fee T make no ſcruple of applying to 960, 25 4 


as robbed through a damned fit of the 
our. ON fr that T could kilf him with a with t 4 


1 firmly on- Ye rofeſſions of friendſhip: 
ee T1 a be wolt happy in Febſer Big 18 


Ay terms that you! may propoſe own Sethe... 
ty; for fourteen thouſand fix hy ropes J muſt 
have by 9 if k pw my ſouf twenty times for 


the fum. o⁰ don't aſſiſt me, I have but 
one, Wehe you under ſtand me), though F ſhov! 


be unwilfing to 8 to fueb 4 procedure, | 


am varus _ 2 5 in 855 alk n 
Aken * 


* # 3 & I } 


w. cravtey, 


r 


1. 


Bat * 
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LETTER XIII. 
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. 2 12 Encloſed i in the beengte 1+ p 
wet: Sic William S * TANLEY, 
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175 — FEED Ar ns as equally. 72 
prized, to find by my lawyer, chat the Pemberton eſ- . 
tate was not yours to diſpoſe of. He tells me it is, 
after the death of your, wite, the ſole properiy of y our 
uncle; Mr. Dawſon (who is Mr, Stanley's lawyer) hav- 
ing clearly proved it to him by the deeds, which he 
ſwears he is poſſeſſed of. How then, Sir William, am 
1 to reconcile. this intelligence with the tranſactions 
between us? I have. paid into your hands the ſum of 
fourteen thouſand fix — pounds; ; and (I am ſor- 
Ty, to write ſo harſhly) baye received a forged deed of 
conveyance., Mr, Dawſon has. aſſured Stevens, my. 
lawyer, that his client never ſigned that conveyance. 
1 ſhould be very unwilling to bring you, or any gen- 
tleman, 112 ſuch a dilemma; but you may ſuppoſe 
1 ſhould: þ e as ſotry to loſe ſuch a ſum for nothing; 
nor, indeed, could 1 conſent to injure my heirs by ſuch 
a negligence. I hope it will ſuit you to. replace the 
above ſum in the hands of my banker, and I will not 
heſitate to conceal the writings now in my poſſeſſion; 
but the money muſt be paid by Friday next. Vou 
will reflect on this maturely, as you muſt know in 
what a ptedicament you at preſent ſtand, ,and what 
muſt be the conſequence of ſuch an affair Side un- 
Ver the cognizance of the law. VVV 
I remain, Sir, Sher 
Tuoour humble ſervant, 3 
| | _ GEORGE BrUDENEL. 
LET 
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Sir William breakfaſted with me this morning, the 
brſt time theſe three weeks I believe; a letter was 
brought: him. He changed countenance on the peru- 


Mw 
— 


| of its and, farting up, traverſed the room in great 


diſorder. Any it} news, Sir William?“ I aſked. 
He,h&ded me not, but rang the bell with violence. 
Get the chariot ready dire&tly—No, give me my, 
hat and ſword.” Neft The) could be brought, he 
n mind. He would then write a note. 
He took the ſtandiſh, folded ſome paper, wrote, 
blotted; and tore many ſheets, bit his lips, ſtruck. his 
forehead, and afted a thoufand extravagances. 1 
could contain myſelf: no longer. Whatever may be 

4 the, confequence of your anger, Sir William,” faid J. 
I mult inſiſt on knowing what ſudden turn of af- 

« fairs has occaſioned this preſent diſtreſs. | For Hea- 

< ven's ſake I do not reſuſe to communicate yaur 
©\ trouble. I cannot ſupport the agony your agitation 

2 Td. 2-390 TIDY OT I 
ort ir, were 


74 And you would be leſs able to fu; 
ren, nn, 
rennen en =) An . 1 11 3 3 Wo £7 

eden Ape day pity, for me, cried I, riſing, and 
going up to him" “ 1'confure you by that pity to Gif 


«cloſe 
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8 * C 
1 WRITE. to ygu, my deareſt Louiſa, under the 
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75 1 coſe the cauſe of your diſorder. Were I certain of 
6, ing unable tp bear the would meet 
« it with Mon EET thus ADE In the | 

5 moft dreadfpl. ſ vipeple-”. , ; \f + 
« Suffice it {RL cried "be, "thiowing © out his arm, 
4 =: e for ever.. 1 
Ruined!” Fegeltel ann Halt ode 
e Yes! he anſwered, ſtarting on his feet, and mut- 
| fering curſes between His teeth. Then; After 4 0 ü 
Fe oe There t is but one way, but one oh . efc wg 


e evil“ IL 4 1221 i: 

| V's OR | 990 1 «may you Fill em the f fight 55 
a but, perhaps; things may not be fo bag as 6-apy 
| retiend ; on know T have valuable 1 rhe et me 
5 etch them for you; the ſale of them Wilk pr duce 
a great deal of money..“ | 
Jewels! O God! they, are Sone, you have no 


® jewels,” 5 
* Indeed, my dear Sir William,” Eteptied, ſhocked 
eo death at ſeeing the deplorable: way he 1 755 at 
fearing, om bis is laying: hey were g Mele. - tht 12 
was. butt—* Indeed, "thy dear, "William, "TH Ab | 
Wy them in my gen chbinet, * eee . \ 
ell them to him, He ſnatehed them out of iy hand” 
and, daffling len on the floor, Why do you bring” 
© me theſe 0 hanbles ; your diamonds FEM 
= theſe are only pale,” 1 bg #3 he 
is What do you me gde. by cried; ata T j 
2 Fmt fine hey are, fed e wee theta 
ou. 14 „1 ie 5 
* 2 T know ft v very wat; but'l fold wee You : 
« 2 * new-ſet; and now Tam pied 
ban ever.“ | 
They were yours, Sir Willie, 5 B58 , fifling 
toy geen wee, a erik i” was no beten 
e 1 50. to ae uo 


5 eee 10 to ö 70 ed 10 Rich x . 
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«for-tho)iny-confidence in you, 40d my” ignorance in 


_ *fewtely, : might prevent u knowing them to; be 
counterfeit, yet, no doubt, every body wle has 
* ſeen me in them muſt have diſeovered their fallacy, 
% How oontemptible then have you made ust appear!” 

« Oh! gat Got!'s fake, let me bear nq mort about 
« them; let them all go to the devil ; I have things 
of more conſequence to attend to.“ At this mo- 
© ment a Mr. Brookſbank was announced. By hea- 
« yen,” cried Sit William, „ we are all undone! 


“ Brookſbank.! blown go the devil! Lady Stanley, you 


% may retire to your own room; I have ſome buſineſs 
of a private nature with this gentleman.” 


% 
. 


_F* 


] obeyed, leaving my huſband with this gentleman, 
whom I think the worſt looking fellow I ever ſaw in 
my life, and retired to*my own apartment to give vent 
to the ſorrow which flowed in on every fide, ©. Oh! 
4 good God !“ I cried, ' burſting into floods of tears, 
& what a change eighteen months has made A prince+ 
Ay fortune diſſipated, and a man of honour, at leaſt 
one who appeared as ſuch, reduced to the poor ſub- 
„ tgfupe of ſtealing his wife's jewels, to pay gaming 
* debts, and ſupport kept miſtreſſes !“ Theſe were 
my fad and ſolitaty reflections. What a wretched 
hand has he made of it! and how deplorable is my 
fituation ! Alas ! to what reſource' can he next fly ! 
What is to become of us! I have no claim to any 
farther bounty from my o family; like the prodigal 
ſon, Fhave received my portion; and although T have 
not been the ſquanderer, yet it is all gone, and I may 
be reduced to feed on the huſks of acerns; at leaſt, I 
am ſure I eat bitter herbs. Surely, I am viſited with 
theſe calamities for the fins of my grandfather! May 
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they. foon be expiated ! + 
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That wretched Lord Biddulph has been here, and, 
after ſome converſation, he has taken Sir William out 
in his Chariot. Thank heaven, IL ſaw him not; but 
nee 554th Win 
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Win brought we this intelligence; 1 would-fend"f6E 
Miſs Finch, to afford me a little conſolation; but ſhe 
iseonfined<at home by. a feveriſh complaint. 'T eann6t 
think of going out while things are in this ſtate.; ſo'T 
Iterally ſem a priſoner in my on houſe. ah that 
Thad ow” were 1 i! Ga og Adieu! 
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| I; 3 you, ſs time No Ince, of Stanley's af. 
fairs being quite derange, and that he had 3 
an unſucceſsful nanæœitwre on Brudenel. A pretty 
pjece.of. buſineſs he has made of it, and bis worſhiß 
ſtands a fair chance of ſwinging for forgery; untefs 1 
8 my aſſiſtance to extticate bim, by enabling 

him to replace the money. As to taiſing any in the 
ordinary way;! it is nat. in his power, as all his eſtates 
are ſettled on old Stanley, he (Sir. William) having no 
children; and he is inexorable. There may be ſome- 
thing to be ſaid-in-the old fellow's fayour too; he has 
* thouſand after thouſand, tiil he is tired out, 
for giving him en is really only iy water in- 
to a ſieve. 
An conſequence of. a haſty Ibrrer inn by. * Ba- 
ronet, begging me to uſe all my intereſt with Brudenel, 
I thought it the better way to wait on Stanle myſelf, 
; 2nd * the affair over with him, and, as he had pro- 
miſed to ſubſcribe to any terms for my ſecurity, to 
make theſe terms moſt pleaſing to myſelf. Beſides, 1 
confeſs, L was unwilling to meet Sir George about 
ſuch a black piece of buſineſs, not chuſing likewiſe to 
ſehject myſelf: io che ceHHures of that purttanie mor- 
tal, for having drawn Stanley into love of 19 1 
faund- — under tire greateſt diſorder of ſpirits; 
rÞ90..1- Brookſbank 


%. 


THE SYL YH. ay 


Brook ſbank was with him ; that fellow carries his 


conſcience in his face; he is the portrait of villainy 
and turpitude. For God's fake l my lord,” cried 
Sir William (this you know being his uſual excla- 
mation), what is to be done in this curſed affair? 


All my hopes are fixed on the aſſiſtance you have 
Bas. ends ba; 7 
. Why, faith, Sir William,” I anſwered, ** it-is a9 
« you ſay, a moſt curſed unlucky affair. I think 
Brook ſbank has not acted with his, accuſtomed cau- 
tion. As to what aſliftance | can afford you, you 
% may firmly rely on, but I had a confounded tumble 
e laſt night after you left us; by the bye, you was 
out of luck in abſenting yourſelf ;\there was a great 
1% deal done; Tloſt upwards of ſeventeen thouſand to 
© the young Cub in leſs than an hour, and nine to the 


Lo 
* 


„ Count ; ſo that 1am a little out of elbows, which 


happens very unfortunate at this critical time.“ 
„Ihen I am rvined for ever!“ “No, no, not ſo 
% bad neither, I dare ſay. What ſay you to Lady 
. * Stanley's diamonds, they are valuable.” 
O Chriſt! they are gone long ago. I told her, 1 
„ thought they wanted new- ſetting, and ſupplied her 
with paſte, which ſhe knew nothing of till this 
* morning that ſhe offered them to me.” (All this I 
knew very well, for D —— the jeweller told me fo, 
but I did not chuſe to inform his worſhip ſo much.) 
«You have a large quantity of plate.” * All melted, 
„ my Lord, but one ſervice, and that J have bor- 
„ rowed money on.“ Well, I have ſomething more 
to offer; but, if you pleaſe, we will diſmiſs Mr. 
% Brookebank. I dare ſay he has other buſineſs.” 


He took the hint, and left us to ourſelve. = 


When we were alone, | drew my chair cloſe to him; 
he was leaning his head on his hand, which refted on 
the table, in a moſt melancholy poſture, - © Stanley,“ 
ſaid I, what Lam now going to ſay is u matter en- 
e titely between ourſelves. Vou are no ſtranger to 
the paſſion I have long entertained for your wife, 


and from your ſhewing no reſentment for Wat I 
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25 THE SY LY. | 
458 termed a frolic an the night of the maſqueradegl 
e hade xeaſon to believe, you will not be mortally 
get offended at this my open avowal of my attachment. 
„Hear me (for he changed his pofition, and ſeem- 
PHE gding to ſpeak): Ladoze Lady ruen 1 have 
zepestedly affued her af the vialence of my fla me 
25505 have ever met with the utmoſs coldneſs on her 
< ice tet me, however, have your permifion, 
Lill yet infure;myſelf ſucceſs. What Biddu ph! 
: i conſent to my own, diſhonour What do you take 
a 14 me for f? What do I:rake pau for?“ d J, 
with a ſmile, in which I infuſed a proper degree of 
contempt-. What will Sir Sea Braden el take 
1% you for, yo mean Curſes, eye fla ſting vicar 
N 50 blaſt mie for my damned-love.ofptay'! that has beon 
my bane. “ 0 And I offer you your cure. 
p- 95 e remedy i is worſe than the diſeaſe . 
„Then ſubmit to the diſeaſe, and ſink under te. 
e dir William, your, bumble ſervants': orieghl, riſi ing 
eas if to go. 
© "a 3M Biddulph, my gear Biddulph,”.cried be, catching 
1 and graſping it with dying energy, “what 
are vou about to: do ? Lou ſurely will not leave me 
in this damned exigency? Think. of my ſituation! 
17 I bave parted with every means of raĩſing more mo- 
ec ney, and eternal infamy will be the conſequence of 
ee this laſt curſed ſubterſuge of mine tranſpiring. Oh, 
% my God how ſunk am 11 And will you not hold 
"6 —. your friendly arm?“ 
I have already offered vou propaſals, “ 1 replied 
with an affected coldneſs, o which you do not think 
e proper ic accede to- - | 0 
Would ou conſign me to everlaſting CE 75 
Will you make no ri to extricate . 1 
| es; my life .- Td 7122 459, 4 n Fl oh 
| W306) What, at Tyburn p 
% Dam on the thought | Ob Biddulph,. are 
of - there, no other means ? —the honour of my 
$+injured wife!“ 4 Will. not that: ww: by a 


ee undergoin inious death? 705k 
wes eee wats 
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„ Ah l why do you thus ſtretch my heart-ſtrings 2 
Julia is virtuous, and deſerves a better fate. than 
; <6. the-has met with in me. What a wretch mult that 


man be, who will confign. his wife to infamy ! No, 


<« ſunk, loſt; and tuined as I am, I cannot yield to ſuch 
% baſeneſs ; I ſhouldibe doubly damned. 


„ You know your own conſcience beſt, and low 


„. mödhift will bear; I did not uſe io think you fo 


„ ſcrupulous z what I offer is as much for your ad- 


vantage as my own; nay, faith, for your advantage 
*“ ſolely, as I may have a very good chance of ſuc- 
* ceeding with her bye and bye, when you can reap 


4 no benefit from it. All I alk ;of 'yob is, move per- 
u 


„ miſſion to give you an opportunity of ſuing for a 
„ divorce. , Lay our damages 28 high as you pleaſe, 
l will agree to any thing; and, as an earneſt, will 
'* raiſe this ſum which, diſtrefſes you ſo much; I am 
not tied down as you are ; I can mortgage any part 
of my eſtate. What de you fay ? Will you ſign 
« a paper, making over all right and title to your 
.** wife in my favour? There is no time to be Joſt, 1 
.* cah aſſüre you; © Your uncle Stanley's lawyer has 
„ been with Brudenel 3 you know what hopes you 
<<. have from'thar quarter; ' for the ſooner vou are out 


* 


of the way, the betiet for the next heir.” - 


9 - 


ſineered: in ſhort; I at laſt gained wy 'point, and be 
dom ; ,whic 
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218 THE SYLPH 
may induce her to go ? If ever Woran bad proy6ca oca- 
tion, The certainly has. O that ſhe may be inclined 
to revenge herſelf on him for his baſenefs to her.! and 
that may be the happy inſtrument of cectigg tt it! 
"WER „ what A thought is there!“ JE, 
© |  Adiev! Fir bois £4 od K 
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Oi Jn: 1 y Louifa, what will now boa of your 
wretched ler? Surely the, wide world contains not 
ſo forlorn a wretch, who bas not been guilty of any 
crime ! but let me not keep you in ſuſpence. In the 
fiernoon of the day T wrote laſt (I told you Miſs 
Finch vas ill) Oh!] good God! I know, not what, 1 


write, . I thought I . 0 and ſee her, for an hour 
'or two. I ordered the coac "7 and, was Ju ſtepping 
into it, when an ill-looking man (Lord bleſs me! I 


have ſeen none. elſe lately) aid hold of my arm, ſay- 
Ing, „Madam, you muſt not go into that carriage.“ 
1 What do you mean ?” I aſked with a Voice of 


1 


| terror, thinking he was a madman, 2 : 
e Ip Nothin lady,” he anſwered, % but, an exe- 
«. „ -cytion on; ir William.“ # 
— I 1 Oh, heavens! what exccurign ; 1 
13 was ; breathleſs, and juſt fainting. 1 
They are bailitfs, my lady,” ſaid one of our Ter 
Vants : : * my maſter is arreſted for debt, and theſe 
. men will ſeize every, thing in the houſe : but you 
4. need not be terrified, your lady ſhip is. lad they 
* cannot touch you” © 
I ran back into the houſe with the vtmoſt precipi- 


tation ; all the ſervants ſeemed 1 in commotion. I faw 
| Preſton; 


| THE STL H. 219 
2 iſhe was running up ſtairs with a bundle in 
- ther. hand. * Preſton,” ſaid I, © what are you about e 
„Ohl the bailitts, the bailiffs, my lady! _ 
„They won't hurt you; I want you here.” _ 
„ can't come, indeed, my lady, till I have dit 
t poſed of theſe things; * muſt throw them out of 
« the window, or the bailiffs will ſeize them.” | 
I could not get a ſervant near me but my faithful 
Wia, who hung weeping round me; as for myſelf, 1 
was too much agitated to ſhed a tear, or appear len- 
ſible of my misfortune. | 
Two of theſe horrid men came into the room. I de- 
manded what they wanted. To ſee that none of the 
goods were carried qut of the houſe, they anſwered. 
I aſked them, if they knew where Sir William Stan- 
ley was. Oh ! he is ſafe enough,” ſaid one them; 
„ve can't touch him 3 he pleads. privilege, as being 
% a member of parliament ; 3 we can only take ps | 
« of his furniture for him.“ 
And am I not allowed the ſame privilege? If o. 
& how have you dared to detain me?” = 
% Detain you! why hope your ladyſhip will not 
% ſay as how we haye offered to detain you? Vou 
may go where. Joulpleaſe, provided you: aa no- 
.* thing away with you.“ 
„% My lady. was going out,” ſaid Win, fobbing, 
and you would not ſuffer it.” 
Not in that coach, miſtreſs, to be ſure; * 
don't go for to ſay we ſtopped uw Dag She my 
* £0 when ſhe will.“ 
Will one of you order me a chair or hackney 
% coach ? I have no: buſineſs here.“ The, laſt Word 
ö melted me ; ;. and I ſunk into a chair, giving way to · a 
copious flood of tears. At that inſtant almoſt: the 
deteſtable Biddulph entered the room. I ſtarted i up 
Mberce this intruſion, my lord? T afked witha 
ughty tone. Are you come to join your ,inſults 
„ with the misfortunes oy have i in 75275 meaſure 
effected? ? | 
L 2 r 1353 I rake 


Ph 


S _ THE SYEPH. 
take heaven to witneſs,” anſwered he, 5 how 

much Las ſhocked to find an extent in your 
n houſe; I had not the leaſt idea of ſuch a circum- 
Aoſlande happening. I, indeed, hey that Sir Wil- 
| nne, very much ſraitened tor money. 
Aeeurſed be thoſe,” interrupred I, ** ever ac- 
« curſed be thoſe whole pernicious. councils and bale- 
ful examples have brought him into theſe exigencies. 
book on you, my lord, as one ciuel cauſe oe" the 
Yes ruin of our houſe.” _. 
Rather, Lady Stanley, call me the prop of your 
2 * finking boufer View in _ one h Mu die ” 
fender you ſervice.” 1 
Would to heaven you bed done ſo long—long 
-66 before I had ſeen'you P” - +, 
How unkind is that with ! & ghee, madam, wh 
e the intention of being ſerviceable tu you. Do not 
ten put ſuch hard conſtruct ions on my words 1 
* wiſhed to conſult with von on ſthe moſt efficacious 
ws Zeans t to be uſed for Sir: William's emolument. You 
% know not what power you have! 
1 & Power ! alas! what power have 1?” | bins It 
The moſt unlimited,” he replied, bring his od- 

bas eßes 'on my face, which I returned by fa look of 
the utmoſt ſcorn. O Lady Stanley,” he continued, 
2" d6-hot—do not, I intreat you; uſe me fo hardly. 
„ Will you allow me to _ 10 you alone 0 * 5 
1. By no o means. 

4% Fot God's fake do'! Your fron ſhall 1 remain-in 
74 e next room, within your call. Let me beſeech 
* you to place ſome confidence in me. I have that to 
fs relate concerning Sir William, which you would 
5 not chuſe à domeſtic ſhould _— Deareſt _ 
(4 Stanley. be not mne rorable- 358 if 389 
n You hb go into thar room, Win” Gai I, , not 
| in to anſwer this importunate man. My 
e fling myſelf to him, you can have no- 
. thing to tell me to which Lam a firanger ; 3+] know 
10 illiam N totally b nne is een to 
% e ſervant inthe houſes - doe © 

« / Believe 
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"7.66 Believe me,” ſaid he; 8 3 leaſt” 
part of the evil. That event happens.deilyampng ; 
„the great people: hut there is an affair of anger 


*<- nature, the e Rain of which can never bew ed off. 
4% Sir William,” by his neceſſities; had -been,pluaged o 


into the utmoſt difficulties, and, to extricale im- 


ſelf, has uſed ſome unlawful mag: in a Word „he 


25 has eominitted a forg er ales; > 
Rk he er cried I,  claſping a 7 hoods together 
in a agony. | | 


lt is too true : Sir George Beudegel baothe forg-- 5 
ed deed now in his hands, and nothing can ſave hin 
from an ignominious death, but the railing: a large 
* fum of money, which is quite out of his power. 

44 Indeed, I might with ſome difficulty aſſiſt him 
© And will you not ſtep forth to fav him ?” Iaſked 
with precipitation. | "2 

What would you do to * him FO be aſked i in | 
n His turn, attempting to take my hang 
„Can you aſk me ſuch a queſtion ? To. ve 
ac. life, what would I not do?? e I 
«© You: have the means in your power.” ng 
„Ohl name them quickly, and caſe my bent of 
1 this load of diſtraction !- It is more——mugh. DEE: 
* than I can bear,” 
Oh !-my lovely angel 2» ae the horrid wretch, 
be + would you but ſhew ſome tenderneſs to me] Would 
© you but liſten to the moſt faithful, moſt enamoured · 
4 of men, much might be done. You would by your 
« ſweet condeſcenſion. bind me for ever to your inte- 
« reſt, might I but flatter myſelf I ſhould Ware your 
affection. Would you but give me the lighteſt 
mark of it, oh! how bleſt ſhould be! Say, my 
% adorable Julia, can I ever hope to touch your heart 5 
. « Wretct!” cried I, . unhand me. How dare you 
have the inſolence to affront me again with the men- 
tion of your hateful paſſion? 1 believe all you have 
„ utterechto be a baſe+ fal ſhood againſt, Sir William. 


„ Vou have taken an opportunĩty to inſult his wife, at 


time when you Giok. him 500 Wel Eh, bage Car 2 


_ 
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«© ſeek vengeance z otherwiſe your coward foul woutd 
FI think from the Juſt reſentment . you n to ex- 
5 « ] am no coward, metas he replied; 55 but in 
« my fears of offending the only woman on whom my 
«* ſoul doats, and the only one. whoſe ſcorn would 
wound me. I am not afraid of Sir William's re- 
0 ſentment—lI ac but by his conſent.“ 

- ***By his conſentt 1 3 
Ves, my dear creature, by his. Come, I know 
'-Þ you to be a woman of ſenſe; z you are acquainted 
with your huſband's band-writing, I preſume. 1 
have not committed a forgery, T aſſure you. Look, 
% madam, on this paper; you will ſee how much I 
need dread the juſt vengeance of an injure huſ- 
* band, when I have his eſpecial mandate to take 
2 „ e as ſoon as I can gain my lovely charmer's/ 
*© conſent ; and, oh! ma 8 revenge inſpire you to. 

-* reward my labours! He held a paper towards me z. 
| I attempted to ſnatch it out of his a: «© Not Mp, | 
* my ſweet angel, I cannot part with it; but 


* 


1 ſhall ſee the contents of i it with all my heart. * 


Oh! Louiſa, do I live to tell you what 9200 
thoſe contents! 1% I reſign all tight. and title to my 
wife, Julia Stanley, to ord Bidet ph, on condition 
„that he pays into my hands the bein of fourteen 
*© thouſand fix hundred pounds, which he he enters 
yo can W e to perform. Witneſs my hand, 

WILLIAM STANLEY,” T 
N "Grief, reſentment, and amazement, ſtruck me dumb. 
« What ſay you to this; Lady Stanley? Should. you 
not pique yourſelf on your fidelity to ſuch a god 
© huſband, who takes ſo much cate of you 2 

© ſee how much he prizes his life.? 

WP Pl Peace, monſter ! peace!“ cried IJ.“ You AY 
6c: taken a baſe, moſt baſe advantage of the wretch 
e, you have undone a tack : 
Tue fault is all yours; the ervelry wh. which 
& you have treated me bas tiven "me to the only. 
4 courſe left of obtaining you. Lou have. it in your 


18 power to fave or condemn your huſband,” 
« What, 


”% 


; -TYE,S,YLPH ans 
40 What, ſhould I barter my ſoul to ſave one ſo 


44 ofligate of his? But there are other reſources yet 
« left, and we yet may triumph over thee, thou cruel, 
Perhaps you may think there are hopes from old 
Stanley ; there. can be none, as he has cauſed. this 
execution. It would half ruin your family to raiſe 


careſt Louifa, what a ſituation this wag | 


for I had but too Rn believe Iba 
| .nſes ſufficiently cole 


„ „ # + * 


ry diſtreſs, and, perhaps, ready. to join with the: hand 
of oppreſſion in injuring the unfortunate my ſervanzs 
(in none of whom 1 could gonfide) moſt of them ems. 
ployed in protecting, what they. ſtyled, their own: pray 
| peity r and eicher totally,cegprdleſs of me, or, what f 
more: feared, wight unite wick this, my chief rn 
my deſtruction. As to the forgery, though the. bare 
ſurmiſe threw me: into agovies, Lrather thought it a 
proof.. how far, the vile Biddulph would proceed. to 
terrify. me, thanreality ; but the fatal paper ſigned by 
is amor! at, Was too evident to. be diſputed, 
1 his conflict of thought, employed every. faculty, and 
left mepeechleſs-mBiddulph waz Hill en his knees, 


— 


VVV] do oy rent me 


„eth Abies, Mae me nor deſpesale! Ardent 
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as my baten is, T would not loſe 95 of 1 "my ke 
| fpect for) Jou.“ 
gat have aurebaz don in T ankivered; cl; 4D 
| «thus openly : avowing a p fon, to me c his My 15 
i agreeable. Prove yout re ſpect, ford, by 0 Wo 
„ting ſo unbecoming a poſture; ant ' Wave) the moſt, | 
« -ontortunate of women bo hel delt e e IDE! 
% Take care, take care, madam,“ 1 he, how 
mY 12 drive me to deſpair ; 1 have long, long adoted 
* you.- My perſeverance, Lotz iche your 
qt „ rows, calls for ſome reward ; and unleſs yo affure, 
me that in a ſuture day you will not be thus-unkind,, | 
010 ſhall not calfly forego the opportunit 7 which 100% 


66 offers as T4154 
For mercy's fake I” ene * ee | up, 
« what do you mean? Lord Biddulph o Hare, | 


l infiſt, Sir —leave me.” I burſt 50 ears, and, 
doing myſelf again in my chair, gave free vent 15 
all the anguiſh of my ſoul. He ſeemed moved. 
he knelt, and implofed my pardon—“ Forgive” . — 
„Oh! ſolgive 122 thou {ſweet excellence! I will not 
1 hereafter offend, if it is in nature to ſupprefs the ex- 
* violence of my love. You know not how exten- 

 "©fiye your ſway is over my ſoul! Indeed you do not L | 
* On the condition of your leaving me directly, 1 
4 will endeavour to forgive and forget what has 15s 
IRE, *I ſobbed out, for my es was too ff 1 of 
ief to bara rt pier ON en, 5 
Vrge me not to leave you, ygelic restore, 
3 "Abt ſeek not to drive the wm 10 0 (Four reſence, 
„ho doats, 1 5 on you to diſtraction. Think F 
what a villain your huſband is; thigk into what ac- 
„ cumulated diſtreſs he has plunged you. |. Behold, in 
ume, one who will extricute you from all your dith-"* 
0 eulties ; (who Will raiſe yon to fauk, title, and ho- 
„ hour; one whom: you may nike a convert. Oh! 
* that had met with you before this. curſed. engage 
« ment I Thould have been he moſt” Viet” of meg. 
„No vile paſſion would have imerfered to fever np 
Heart from my beamteous wite ; 3 in her ſoft | _ N 
Sn ou 


THESYLPH, - 2s 
« ſhould. haye found, a, balm, for all the diſquietudes of 


the world, and learnt to deſpiſe all its empty delu- 


« five joys in the ſolid bliſs « being good and happy!” 
This fine harangue had no weight with me, though 
I thought it convenient he ſhoul thiok 1 was moved 


by it. Alas! my Lord,” faid I, * it is now too late 


0 to igduige theſe” "ideas. l am doomed te be wretch⸗ 
ed 3; and my wretchedneſs feels incteaſe, if Lam the 


| 95 cauſe of making any earthly being ſoz. yet, if you 


15 „ haye the tenderneſs for me you expreſs, you muſt- 
<' participate of my deep affliction. Aſt ;your om 
440 eart, if a breaſt, torn with anguiſh and ſorrow, as 

„mine is, can at preſent admit, a thought. of anf 
15 other ſentiment than the grief ſo melancholy a ſitua- 
<«. tion excites ; In pity, therefore, to the. woman you 
6 profeſs. to love, leave me for this time. I ſaid, I 
„ would forgive and forget; 3; your compliance With 
% my requeſt may do more; J it e will make» 
« me grateiul.” WW 

"<« Deareſt 'of all creatures,” "ried: be, beirisg r 
bind, and: preſſing it With rapture to his :bolom, i 
&« Degrel, beſt of women! what.ia t here zhat |, cou, 


* refuſe, you ?. Oh nothing, voting 1. 1 75 foul is de- 


10 voted io vo. But Why leave yon hy may 
93 5 12 moment reap the ene youbyjekding 

oa . n 

* Away] away, my Lard,? dried I, puſking him 

Goa me, you promiſed 10 en yout paſſion zt- 
«« wby, then is it thus boundleſs? .Inticle; yourſelf. to 


mp Copſideration, before you, thus demand-returns,”s + | 


* « Lmake no demands. I have done. Bui 1; flats: 

nter myfalf. I: read 'your.;,loft wiſhes in Tous love. 
4 Eyes. . ;[Deteftable wreich I. how my foul roſe upp” 
againſt. him! but fear feſtraineg my, tongþe}.,* But 


42 tell me, my adotahle angel, if I dear mytelf. ow 


„ you, now, when ſhall I be ip happy as to bebold. v 


T 
3 ain ?“ F n d! Tay 4 we! $457; oel T af. 
To- wmortow, I anſwered; 4 I ſhall, be in pre 


* 


ot pled, ue t- moro, and. then. wo wall fee 


OR eig; bur d ee 8 le, 
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1% leave me this moment, 25 Þ have 0d more than 1 
N 8 8 14 ien, 
F Lobey, deareſt Julia; -eride! the kilo crea- 
an Tobey.“ And, bleſſed be Heaven! he left 
the room. I rung to the door, and double-Jocked 
R's: then called Win inte the room, * who- had 
keard the Whole of this converſation. The poor 
foul was as pale as aſhes; her looks were con- 
tagious ; I caught the infection z' and, forgetting the 
diſtance betwixt us (but miſery makes us all dee), 
Lthrew my arms round her, and ſhed floods” of tears 
into her faithful: boſom. When my ſtorms of grief 
had a little ſubſided, or indeed when nature had ex- 
hauſted her ſtore, I became mere calm} and had it in 
my power to conſider what ſteps I ſhould: take, as 
vou may believe J had nothing further from my in- 
tention than meeting this vile man again.” I ſoon 
came to the determination to ſend to Mils* Finch, as 
there was no one to whom I could apply in aſylum ; 
mean for the prefent, as J am convinced 1 fhall find 
the propereſt and moſt welcome in yours and nty dear 
father's arms bye and bye. I-rang/ the bell; one of 
dhe hortid bailiffs came for my orders. 1 defired to 
Have Griffith. called to me. I wrote à note te Miſs 
Finch, felling her in a few words the ſiteation of my 
affairs, and that my dread was ſo great of receiving 
further inſult from Lord Biddulph, that I could not 
ſupport: the idea of paſſing the night ſurrounded hy 
ſuch. wretches:; therefore intreated her to fend ſome 
one in whom ſhe could confideß in her carriage," to 
-eonvey me to her for a little me rill I could hear from 
my-fends, In a quarter of an hour Griſſni fetutn- 
dend, with a billet containing, only three linès but dh, 
how. much comfort. My deareſt creature, 5 
heart bleeds for your diſtreffes there is no one ſo 
4 proper as your uue friend to convey you hither. i 
| # will be with you in an AN 3 3 yours, for ever, 
« ria Fine.. a 
made Win bundle up a few night-eloaths abd 01 
wa that we both might * yore in a ſhort — 
| ; Oun 


— 
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found myſelf preſſed to the boſom of my dear Maria. 
She had riſen from her bad, where ſhe had lain two 
days, to fly to my ſuccour. Ah! how much am 1 
indebted to her! 9, Miſs Finch's advice, I wrote a 
few words to—oh ! F "has ſhall I call him — the man, 
my Louiſa, ho tore me from the foſtering boſom of 

"beloved her, to abandon. me to. the miſeries and 
itfary of the world! I wrote thus: 


Abandoned Jpg forſaken by him to whom. alone. = : 


44 'pught to look up for protection, I am (though alas 
46 babe) liged | fo be th the guardian. of my. own ho- 
* nour. I have left your houſe; happy, happy had it 
2 been for me, never to have entered it! I ſeek that 
< afylum from. ſtrangers, I, can no longer meet with 
« from my ' huſband. I have ſuffered too much 
* from my fatal connexion with you, to feel diſpoſed. 
to conſign myſelf to everlaſting infamy (notwith- 
1 ſtanding, hav e your permiſſion), to extticate you 
from a trivial inconvenience. Remember, this is 
| the firſt (inſtance. in, which I ever diſobeyed your 
« will. May you ſee your error, reform; and be hap» 

BY So prays your much injured, but ſtill faut 


wife, 
« JULIA STANLEY,” 


Miſs Finch, with the goodneſs of an angel, took me 
home with her; nor would ſhe leave me a moment-to 
myſelf. She has indulged me with permiſſion to write 
this account, to ſave me the trouble of repeating it to 
ker; And now, my Louiſa, and you, my dear honoured 
father, will you receive your poor wanderer? Will you 
heal her heart-rending ſorrows, and ſuffer her to ſeek | 
for happineſs, at leaft a reſtoration of eaſe, in your ten- 
der boſoms? Will you huſh her cares, and teach her 
to kifs the hand which chaſtiſes her ? Oh F how Ton: 
to pour forth my ſoul into the breaſt from whence j | 
erte. derive all ſe N cena 518 | 
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"To Colonel Monracvs. , 


Wet. fuck, ve ice il e, Tie we, 
ſhall.do in time, But old Squaretoes has ſtole a march; 1 


on us, and took out an extent againſt his nephew. 
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you ever hear of fo unnatural a dog ? It is irne he 


done a and deal for Sir FO 3 and . N 5 1 Fo | 


11 


"i have her e to nf me as a viſitor 1 89 71 


I was a fool not to finiſh the 5 N to-night, as 1. 


dr 
1 


Great God! 8 whit, 2 ache 11 I 8 
witneſs to! Stanley, the ill-fated Stanley, bas ſhot 
himſelf. The horror of the ſcene will never be worn 
from my memory, I ſee, bis mangled. corſe dae 


Pera upon me. I tremble. Every nerve is affe 


I cannot at preſent give you the horrid: particul — | 
Jam more ſhocked than it is poſſible to conceive. 
Would to Heaven I had had no connexion with him 4 : 
Ob. could I have foreſeen this unhappy. event] but it 
is 100, too late. The undone | ſelf-deſfroyed wretch - 
is. gone to anſwer for his trimes:; and — and I ate 
left. ic pore the part we have had in-corrupting his 


moral, and . him. red I I yy" to de- 
M 


eee 
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My mind is a hell—T cannot teflect1 feel all de · 
ſpair and ſelf- abaſement. I now thank God, I have 
not the weight of Lady Stanley 8 eee on 7 al- 
"_ over Bundes conſeience. 1A 


1 * | 5 * EI 7 
">? 


\ * 308 AQ dient n I kojin this . a. 


pulſe beating with anticipated evil, and my blood rigt= 


ing in the idea of my fancied. triumph over the virtue. 
of the beſt and Molt! injured of women. On the ſum- 
mons, I flew to the Thatched. houfe. The waiter 


begged me to go up ſtairs. Here has a moſt unfor- 


1 tunate accident happened, my Lotd. Poor Sir Wil- 
* ltam Stanley has committed a raſh action; 1 fear 
© -his life is in danger.“ I thought he alluded to the 
affair of forgery, and in that; perſuaſion made anſwer, 
It is anugly affair, 10 beſure; but, as to his 1 
< that will be in no danger.“ Oh ! my Lord, 1, 


<.muſtnot flatter you; the ſurgeon Jackie he can 


« live but a few hours.” „Hive! what do you 
4 ſay ?” He has ſhot himſelf, my Lord.” I hard- 


ly know bow 1 got up ftairs ; but boo aw was my 
t 


horror at the ſcene which - preſented it o my a 
frighted view ! Sir George Brudenel and Mr. Stanley 
were ſupporting him. He was not quite dead, but his 
ments were on the cloſe. Oh! the occur- 
rences of life will never for one inſtant obliterate 


from my recollection the look which he gave me. He 


was ſperchleſs ; but his eloquent ſilence conveyed, in 
one glance of agony and deſpair, ſentiments that ſunk 
deep on my wounded conſcience. His eyes were 
turned on me, when the hand of death ſealed them 
for ever. IL had thrown myſelf on my knees by him, 
and was pteſſing his hand. 1 did not utter a word, 
indeed I was incapable of articulating a ſyllable. He | 
had juſt ſenſe remaining to know me, and 1 ker 
ſtrove to withdraw his hand from mine. let it go; 
and, ſeeigg it fall almoſt lifeleſs; Mr. Stanley: too 


10 his, 2 well as he could 3 the Expiring man h 
h 
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locked it; and before Tom bad got to the paſ- 
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his uhcle's Hand, and ſunk into the ſhades df ever» 
laſtinglnight. When we were convinged that all was 
over with the unhappy creature, we left the room. 
Neither Sir George, nor Mr. Stanley, ſeemed, inclin-, 
ed to enter into converſation 5/ and my heart ran over 


plentifully at my eyes. I gave myſelf up to ny ago- 
Pept 2 for ae dn When Fer! a 22 a 
covered;” I efiquired of the 1 people af the houſe; hdw 
this fatal event happened. Tom ſaid, Sir) Willidan 

came there about ſeven o'clock, and went u ſraiis ini 
the room we uſually played in; that he locked very 
dejected, but called for coffee, and drank two diſhes. 

He went from thence in an hour, and returned again 
about ten. - He walked about the room in great diſ- 


order. - In a- ſhort ſpace, Sir George Brudenel and 


Mr. Stanſey came and aſked for him. On carry- 

Ing u 

auen ſeeing them for half: an houts Within! that 
| time, a note was brought him from his own houſe 


by Griffith, Lady Stanley's fervant *. His counte- 


their meſſage, Sir William: defired to be e 


nance chavged en the perufal of it. This then 


« decides it, he exclaimed aloud, © T am now 
Wy determined He bade the waiter leave the 
rom, and bring him no more meſſages. | In obedi= 


ence ts bis commands, Tom was goin down ſtairs. 
Sir William ſhut the door after kim haftily, and 


ſage, he heard the report of a piſtol. Alarmed at 
the ſound, and the previous — of Sir Willi- 
am, he fan into the room where were Brudenel 
and Stanley, entreating them for God's fake to go up, 
= he feared Sir: William meant to do fome deſperate 

They ran up with the utmoſt precipitation, and 
Buden burft open the door. The ſelf-devoted vic- 
nm was in an arm ehair, hanging over on one fide, 
his right cheek and ear torn n off, and We 


F * The Elle which Lady —_—_ wrove preview to hoo 
ning her buſband's bouſe. 5 
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leſs. He expreſſed great horror, and, they think, 
contrition, in his looks; and once N his hands 
leaven. He 


- His uncle was in the 
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44 LETT ER "EY Mr. Bee ., which s Pet 
companies this, will inform 57 u of the fatal cataſtro- 
phe of the 'unfor unate Sir William Stanley. Do me 
_ the Juſtice. to believe I ſhall with pleaſure contribute 
all in my power to the eaſe and « convenience ot Lady 
Cie is or whom L have the tendereſt friendſhip. 
e have Son raled the whole of the thocking par- ; 
ticulars of her buſband's fate from her lad yihip, but 
her apprehenfions lead | her to ſurmiſe the whe She 
is at preſent too much indiſpoſed, to undertake à jour- 
neyinto Wales,; but, as ſoon as ſhe'is able to travel, 

I ſhall do myſelf. the honour of conve ing her to the | 
arms of relations ſo deſervedly dear to. fre. 

Mr. Stanley is not a man who, deals i in profeſſions ; 5 
he therefore may have been filent a$'to'his intentions 
in favour of his Niece, which 1 know to be very 
noble. | 
Lady Stanley tells me, the has done me the boddur 3 
of mentioning my name frequently in her ge nah a 
dence with you As a ſiſter of ſo amiable a wo- 
man, I feel myſelf attached to Miſs Grenville, and 


beg leave to ſubſcribe _ her obliged bumble. 


ſervant, 17 
Il OSU is | MARIA FINCH.” 
ns uner- due. Gan” 
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1 HE viciſſitudes which you, my Julia, hare 


experienced in your ſhort life, .muſt | teach yu bow! 
litile dependence is to be placed in ſublunary: en- 


joynients. By an inevitable ſtroke, you are again 


caſt under the protection of your; fit friends. If, 
in the vortex of folly where late you reſided, my 
councils, preſerved you from falling into any of its 


ſnares, the reflection of being fo happy an inſtru- 
ment will ſhorten the dreary path of life, and ſmooth 


the pillow of death. But wy taſk, my happy taſk, 


of Tuperintending your footſteps Is now over. _ 


* * 


In the peaceful vale of innocence, no guide is ne- 


ceſſaty; for there all i virtuous, all beneficent, 


as yourſelf, You have paſſed many diſtreſſing and 


trying ſcenes. But, however, never let deſpair take 


place in your boſom. To hope to be happy in this 


os — 


warld, may be preſumptuous; to deſpair of being ſo, 


is certainly impious ; and, though the ſun may riſe 

and, ſee. us unbleſt, and ſetting, _ leave us in miſery 3 
yet, on its return, it may befold us changed, and 
the face which yeſterday was clouded with tears may 
tomorrow. brighten into ſiniles- Ignorant as we are 
of the exents of to-morrow, let us not arrogantly 
ſuppoſe there will be no end to the trouble which now,” 
ſurrounds us; and, by murmuring, arraign the hand 


H Ä %/%ͤlf! 8 
There may be, to us infinite beings, many ſeem- 
ing contradictions of the aſſertion, that, to be good 8, 
4e be happy : but an iufinitę Being kgovs it to be true 
the enlarged view of things, and therefore im- 
planted in our breaſts the love of virtue. Our 9 
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ſult me, you know how: a letter will reach 
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rit may not, indeed, meet with the reward which 
we ſeein to claim in this life; but we are morally 
aſcertained of reaping a. plentiful harveſt in the 
next. Perſevere then, my amiable pupil, in the 


path you were formed to tread in, and reſt aſſured, 


though. a flow, a laſting recompence will ſucceed. 
May you meet. with all the - happineſs you deſerve 
in this world! and may thoſe moſt dear to you 


7 


be the diſpenſers of it to you Should any fu- 


ture occafion of your life make it neceſſary to con- 
. me's 
till then adieu! 4 le + SU 5 12 913114 
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Ir is with the utmoſt pleaſure, Taſfure' you of my 
| niece having borne her journey with leſs fatigue 


than we even could have hoped for The pleaſing 


- exp?Qation - of meeting with her beloved relations 


contributed towards her ſuppoft, and combated the 


afffictions The had taſted. during her ſeparation from 
them and her native place. As we approached the 


laft, ange, her conflift" incteaſed, and | doth Bite 
Finch and myfelf uſed every method to re- com- 


poſe her fluttered fpicits 5 but, juſt as we were 


driving 
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driving into the inn- yard where we were to change 


horſes for the laſt time, ſhe claſped her hands to- 


gether, exclaiming, Oh my Gou ' my father's 
« chaiſe “ and ſunk back, very near fainting. | 

tried to laugh her out of her extreme agitation.” 
She had hardly power to get out of the coach; 
and, hobbling as you know me to be with che 
gout, an extraprdinary exertion was neceſſary on 
my part to ſupport her, tottering as the was, in- 
to a parlour. I ſhall never be able to do juſtice to 
the 5 cene which prefented itſelf, Miſs Grenville 


flew to meet her trembling ſiſter? The mute ex- 


preſſion of their features, the Joy of ineeting, the 
recollection of paſt forrows, oh! it is more than 


my pen can paint; it was more than human na- 


ture could ſupport; at leaſt, lt was with the ut- 
moſt difficulty it could be ſupported till the vene- 
rable father approached to welcome his lovely 
daughter. * ſunk on her knees before him, and 
looked like a dying victim. at the ſhrine of a much- 
loved ſaint. wah onies poſſeſſed Mr, Gien- 
ville! He called for aſliſtance ; none of the party 
were able, from their own emotions, to afford him 
any. At laſt the dear creature recovered, and be- 
came tolerably calm; but this only laſted a few. 
minutes. She was ſeated between her father and 
ſiſter ; ſhe gazed fondly firſt on one, and then the, 
other, and would attempt to ſpeak 3 but-.ber full 
heart could not find vent at her lips; her eyes 
were tivers, through which her drr ez flowed. 
I-roſe to retire for a little time, being overcome 
by the affecting view. She ſaw my intentions, 
and, riſing likewiſe, took my hand“ Don't leave 


% ul will de more een leave us, my 


<< ſecond. father Il— Oh! Sir, turning to Mr. Gren- 
ville, help me to repay this generous, beit of 
T men, a hnall part of what my gratetul heart 
«© tells me is his due.“ I receive him, my Ju- 
« Jia,” cried her father, « [ receive him to my bo⸗ 
** ſam as my brother.“ He embraced nie, and La- 
ai 74h | = 
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Our inks A. threw an arm over each of our ſhoulders, 
ſpirits, after ſome time, a Pls ſubſided, and 
proceeded to this place. ] Was happy this 
Gets Was over, as 1 all along dieaded the de- 
5 enfibilicy of my niece. _ | 
Ok 1. Sir George | how could. my unhappy ne- 
phew be _ bj nd to ſuch eſtimable qualities as Ju- 
lia {72 Blind I recall the word: he was 
not blind to them; ; he could not, but he. was 
miſſed. by the curſed follies of . the world, and en- 
tangled by its ſnares, till he loſt all reliſh for 
Whatever was lovely and virtuous. IIl-fated young 
man ! how: deplorable was thy end ! Oh! may the 
_ wercy of Heaven be extended towards thee ! May 
it forget its juſtice, nor be extreme to mark what 
| Was ; af amiſs! _ 
I find Julia was convinced he was hurried out 
of this life by his own deſperate at, but ſhe 
forbears to enquire into what ſhe fays ſhe dreads to 
be informed, She appears to me (who knew her not 
in her, happier days) like a beautiful plant "that 
had been chilled with a nipping froſt, which con- 
gealed, but could not deſtroy, its lovelineſs; the 
| tenderneſs of her parent, like the ſun, has chaced 
away the winter, and ſhe daily expands and diſco- 
vers freſh charms. Her ſiſter too indeed we ſhould 
ſee ſuch women now and then, to reconcile us to 
the trifling ſex, who have laboured with the ut- 
moſt celerity, and with tos much ſucceſs, to bring 
an odium on that moſt beautiful part of the crea- 
tion. You ſay you are tired of the women of 
your world. Their caprices, their follies, to ſoften 
the expreſſion, has cauſed this diſtaſte in you.. 
Come to Woodley-vale, and behold beauty ever 
attended (by what ſhould ever attend beauty) na- 
tive innocence. The lovely widow is out of the 
queſtion. I am in love with her myſelf, that is, 
as much. as an old fellow of ſixty-four ought to be 
with a young girl of nineteen ; but her charming 


ler, J muſt bring 42 W with her; yet, 
unleſs 
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unleſs 1 was. perfectly convinced, that you poſſeſs 
the beſt of hearts, you ſhould not even have 4 
glance from her pretty blue eyes. Indeed, I be- 
eve 1 ſhall turn mono opolizer in my dotage, and 
keep them all to myſel Julja is my child. Louiſa 
has the merit with me (excluſive of her own ſuper- 
lative one) of being ber ſiſter. And my little Fitch | 
is a worthy girl ; I adore her for her Fichdhip to 
my darling. Surely your heart muſt be imp 
trable, if ſo much merit, and fo much beauty, 
does not aſſert their ſway over you. 

Do you think that infamous fellow (Lam bote 
ry. to expreſs myſelf thus while ff eaking of a peer 
of our realm) Lord Biddulph is fincere in his re- 
formation ? Perhaps {evening health may renew in 
him vices, which are become habitual. from long 
practice. If he reflects at all, he has much, ve- 
ry much, to anſwer for throughout this unhappy 
affair. Indeed; he did not ſpare himſelf in his con- 
verſation. with me. If he ſees his errots in time, 
. he ought to. be thankful to Heaven, for allowing 
that tine to him, which, by his pernicious coun- 
cils, he prevented the man he called friend from 
availing himſelf of. Adieu ! my deat Sir Gedrge. 
May you never feel the want of that peace which 
n Ps 1 ever / 
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1 OU are very fly, my dear Maria. Mr. Stanley 
A. aſſures me, you went to Lady Barton's purpoſely: to 
- give her nephew, Sir George, the meeting. Is it ſo? 
and am I in danger of loſing my fiiend? Or is it on- 
Pots jocularity of my uncle on the occaſion ? Pray 
communicative on this affair. I am ſure I need not 
_urge you on that head, as you have never uſed any 
reſerve to me. A mind of duch integrity as yours re- 
quires no diſguiſes, What little I ſaw of Sir George 
| . to be a man worthy of my Ma- 
tia. What an encomium I have paid him in one 
Word But, joking apart (for I do not believe you en- 
N tertained an idea of a rencontre with the young Ba- 
BY ronet at Barton-houſe), Mr. Stanley ſays, with the 
__ "utmoſt ſeriouſneſs, that his friend Brudenel made him 
the corfidante of a penchant for our ſweet Maria, 
ſome time ſince, on his inviting him down hither, to 
pick up a wife 'unbackneyed in the ways of the world, 
. don't be talked into a partiality for the a 
ſwain, for none of us here have a wiſh to beconie | 
 match-makers. | | 
And now I have done with the young man, permit 
| me to add a word or two concerning the old one; I 
; mean Mr. Stanley. He has, in the tendereſt and moſt 
; friendly manner, ſettled on me two thouſand a year 
(the ſum fixed on another occaſion) while I continue 
j the widow of his unfortunate nephew; and if here-_ 
| after I ſhould be induced to enter into other engage- 
| ments, I am to have fifteen thouſand pounds at my 
own diſpoſal. This, he ſays, juſtice prompts him to 
do; but adds, I will not tell you how far my af- 
« feQtion would carry me, becauſe the world would 
* perhaps call me an old fool.“ 


3 


„„ ene =» 0e wy 


rr Aa. 4. cod - Yo. 


- 


He leaves us next week, to make ſome preparation 
there for our reception in a ſhort time. I am to be 
miſtreſs of his houſe ;- and he has made a bargain with 
my father, that I ſhall ſpend half the year with him, 
either at Stanley-Park or Pemberton-Lodge. You 
may believe all the happineſs of my future lite is cen- 
tred in the hope of contributing to the comfort of my 
father, and this my ſecond parent. My views are 
very circumſcribed ; however, i am more calm than 
I expected to have been, conſidering how much I have 
1255 toſſed about in the ſtormy ocean. It is no mon- 

er that TI am ſometimes under the deepeſt dejeQion 
of ſpirits, when 1 ſit, as I often; do, and reflet on 


{t events. But Lam. convinced I ought not to en- 


quire too minutely into ſome fatal circumſtances. May 
the: poqr dejuded: victim meet with metcy I draw a 
veil, over! his, frailties. Ahl. What errors are they 
which death cannot cancel? Who ſhall ſay, I wilt 
walk upright, my foot ſhall not flide or go aftray ® 


Who knows how long he ſhall be upheld by the pow- 


erful hand of God? The moſt. prefumptuous of us, 
if left to ourſelves, may be guilty, of a lapſe. Oh? 
25 my treſpaſſes be forgiyen, as I forgive and forget 
6 . 77 ey Abel 1 1 N 
My dear Maria will excuſe-my ptoceeding; the laſt 
apoſtrophe will conv ince you of the impoſſibility of 
my continuing to uſe my pen. e 
1 Adieu! 


e a e 


— — 


[The correſpondence, fer obvious reaſons, is diſ- 


continued for ſome months. During the interval it 


appears, that an union had taken place between Sir 
George Brudenel and Miſs Finch. —While Lady Stan- 
ley was on her accuſtomed viſit to her uncle, ſhe re- 
ceives the following letter from Miſs Grenville. ] 
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LETTER' LI. 1 
"To: Lady Srantav 
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N 116 halt erk * been ſo bel taken up; > 
= could not find one day to tell my beloved 22 that 

hav not been one day out of my thoughts, tho' you 
* heard from me but once fince I obeyed the ſum- 
mons of our friend Jenny Melford, to be witneſs of 
her renunciation of that name: We ar e 2 large party 
here, apd very brilliant, oo . 

1 think I never was accounted vain gi but, Flere 
"a J am almoſt induced to be fo, from the attention 
of 'a very agreeable man, who is an intimate ac- 
quaintance of Mr. Wynne" s 2 man of fortune, and, 
What will have more weight with me, a man of ſtriet 

principles. He has already made: himſelf fome thile 
Intereſt i in my heart; by ſome very bene volent actione, 

Which we have by accident diſcoverẽd. 1 dont EK nο 

at will come of it, but, if he ſhould be importn= 


| Vale, 1 doubt I ſhould not have Power to 2 5 him. 


My fathet is prodigiouſſy taken with hich; 1 men 
are 4; deceitful, mortals—well, time Will . 
the mean time, adieu! | e e 


„ 


ee Yours moſt ſincerely, 


Ibn . ok | To  GRENVIELE. 
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LETTER LL Mom 
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1 CANNOT reſiſt weking to you, in | conſequence 
of a piece of intelligence I received this maren from 
Mr. Spencer, the hero of my laſt letter: 1 
„ u Mr. Spencer ſaid to. Mr. yaa 
& You will have an addition to your party to-mor- 
© row; I have juſt had a letter from my friend Harry 
60 Woodley, informing me, that he will pay his de- 
&« worr to you and your fair bride before his Journey 
e to London“. | 
The name : inſtantly ſtruck me Harry Woodley !” 
repeated. 
„Why do you know. Harty Wopdley ?” aſked- Mr. 
Spencer. * I once knew a gentleman of that name,” 
I anſwered, ©* whole, father owned, that eſtate my . 
4 ther now poſſeſſes. I remember him a boy, when 
« he was under the tuition of Mr. Jones, a warthp 
« cler £7man in one Perner. f „erde ver 
* „Ae AE pencer. Harry is my Ae 
Partiel, ad; 1 e fang known him, and as 
loved. 115 im with the tendereſt affeckiob an 
* affe den, if peted Be; which leit n unri- 
7 y led till Flaw 500 he wat tlie 60 but noqw 3s 
ſecond in my heart” 4 1 bluſned, ut felt q! anger 
11 90 boldneſs.” e 
I hall not fitiſn muy 1 till habe ee of my 9 
acquaintance z I with for to-morrow, | exprefſ 
impatience to Mr. Spencer. ſhould de 1577 yd 
«« your carneftneſs,” faid he, did I not know that 
4 curiofi Langer to your ſex; but I will let you, 
«© into a ſecfet: Harry's heart is engaged, and has 
long "wrong 904 3 therefore, throw not away your 
« Fre upon him, but preſerve it, to cherjſh'sn one ho 
** lives but in your ſmiles.” . 
M He 
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Klei is dived (Mr. Woodley,” 1 —_ ; we are all 
Lk with him. L knew him inſtanily, tho” the 
beautiful boy is now fluſhed with manlineſs. It is five 
years ſince we ſaw him laſt—he did nat meet us with- 
out the utmoſt emotion; which we attributed to the 
recollection that we now owned thoſe lands which 
;Ought in tight to have been his. He has, however, 


| by: Ar, Spencer's account, been very ſucceſsful in life, 


ot is maſter af a plentiful: fortune. Wins binde 
tit the favour * all ee en 
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VIR. 85 ncer 5 8 it i8 1 þ have g 
e him, ſince he has «por me: the great 
FAante of his friend Wood] 1s attachment. And 
Tho d ee r Ja the obje& of it? To whom | has 

ant youth, paid. his Fog, in ſecret, and ror. 
oy. . of ears in "hopeleſs 8, pinin love Abt ! 


my Julia, who can inſpire ſo tender, Ne 

oe. a8 yourſelf 2 Ves! Wos are the he” aint hes 
ofe ſhrine the faithful Fan bas bent his 

and ſworn. eternal truth. n 

Voy muſt remember the many inftances. of eſteem, 

we haye peatedly, received from: him. T0 me it 

by RES 12 oy ſiſter bf Wag; love — —2 d | lov 6 of. 


* leſt "2. 4 Ast f 
27 . Yeo e you, tecolleg, about "fire. 
ele left 1 5 * held * * all the ſoft hope 


which 
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which cheriſhed _ in the flattering idea of railing 


himſelf, by ſome 
nence, 1 he might boldly declare how much, how 


fondly; he adored his Julia. Ia the firſt inſtance, he 
was not iniſtallen he has acquited à noble fortune. 
Flaſhed with hope and eager expectation, he flew'to 
Woodley-vale, and the! firſt: ſound xhat met his ear 


was that · the object of his tendereſt wiſhes was, a 


few weeks before his arrival, married. My Julia! 
will not your tender ſyinpathizing heart feel, ia ſome 


degree, the cruel anxiety that muſt take place in the 


boſom which had been, during a long journey, in- 


dulging itſelf in the fond hape of being happy—and 


juſt at that point of time, and at that place, here 
the happineſs $ was to commence, to be daſhed at once 
from the ſcene of bliſs, with the account of his be- 
loved's being married to another? What then re- 


mained for the ill-fated youth, but to fly from thoſe 


cones where be had ſultained ſo keen a diſappoint- 
ment; and, without caſting one glance on the plains 
the extravagance of his father had wreſted from him, 
feek i in the boſom of his friends an aſylum? 


| He determiged x not to return till be was able - 


„% v,. 0 


1 which aid all his ful held delt. bn | 


months ſince, he became acquainted with the event 
which has once moöle left ydu free. His delicacy 


would not allow. him tolappear before you till the year 


was near expired. | Ahd now, if ſuch -unexampled 
Rane may plead der * e need 

arry Waodley fear? 1 
I told you nk father was | lt pleaſed Sith Mr. 
Spencer, but he is more thao pleaſed with his old 
acquaintance. ' You cannot imagine how much he 
inteèreſts himſelf in the hope that his invariable at- 
tachment to you may meet its due reward, by mak- 
ing, as he ſays, a proper impreſſion on your heart. 
He w will return with us to Woodley-vale, My father's 
M 2 paiti- 


rtunate ſtroke, to ſuch an emi- 
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partialĩty is ſo great, that, I believe, ſhauld vou be 
inclined to favour, the faithful Harry, he will be in- 
duced to make you the eldeſt, and ſettle Woodley on 
you, that it may be tranſmitted. $0: Hatry's heits; a 


objection ta. Beſides, it will be proving! the ſinaerity 


of Mr. Spencer's attachment to mea preof L. ſhould 
bot be averſe to: making" for, an knmw, 4 Gurar 
chald dreads the free. 
Theſe young men take up all our attention; but I 
will not write a word more till | have enquired after 
my dear old one. How does, the: worthy foul} do? I 
doubt you have. not ſung to him lately, as the 'gaut 
has returned with ſo much violence. You know, he 
"baniſhed all pain. Pray continue 
finging, or any thing which indicates returning chear: 
fulneſs ; a bleſſing I ſo much wiſn you. I have had 
a letter from Lady Brudenel ; the calls on me for my 
promiſed viſit, butiI-+begin to ſuſpect I ſhall have en- 
gagements enough on my hands bye and bye. 1 
doubt my father is tited of us both, as he is plan- 
ning a ſcheme to get trick of us at once. But does 
nt this ſeeming eagernefs proceed from that motive 
which guides all his actions towards us. his extreme 
tenderneſs—the' apprehenſion of leaving us unconnect- 
ed, and the infirmities of life haſtening with large 
firides on himſelf? Oh! my Julia! be is the beſt of 
fabers?: 17 00055, 5 ek, < . 


Adieu! Iam dreſſod en;cavalier, and juſt going to 


mount my horſe, accompanied by my two beat. 1 
wiſh you was here, as Lown, I ſhould have no objec- 
tion to a tet · d tete with Spencen; rior; would, Harry 
with you. But here—here he is intherway, ß. 
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"LAS! 17 diateſt' Loui. 45 it to me your lat 


Reiter was addreſſed? to: me, the fad victim of 4 fata? 
attachment? Torh as has, been my heart” by the 
ſtfanige vicimtulles © Wes ani I an 0B; ect fit 16 at 
mit he bright ray of j6y * Untiappy Woudtep, „ if ty 
W is 76 be eri e wy voice f TE iir mut 

e thee Talk not 'tb me, Lotiffæ, of 
love of joy and happineſs F Ever, ever; will they be 
ſtrangetz to my cgre-worn breaſt. A little calm (ob f 
1 5 jeceitful i) had taken poſſeſſion of my mind, and 


702 40, chace AYAY. Pg dull | pElancholy which has 


bitua! riefs .had lante { Bere, Ah I ſeek not to rob 
dre gen the fan 1 gare alloft ted” the. Speak 10. 
Vißte not of Woodley ; my fyture peace depends up: 


1 ee f love ha 8 awa ened a "thouſand; 
155 27. Page a Rh e had. huſhed to Teft ; 
at leaſt, 'T:kept the em 'to myſelf, I look on the evils 

"my life as a Pünder DAY having too freely in 
dulged myſelf in a moſt reprehenſible attachment. 

ever has my N 5 traced the fatal name ! Never 
berg. 1 ſighed. it, forth i in mY moſt retired privacy! 

ever then, my Lonila, never mention the de- 
ſtruQive paſſion to me more ! 
I remember the ill-fated youth—ill- -fated, wile 
if curſed with ſo much conſtancy ! The firſt predi- 
lection I felt in favour of one too dear was a faint 


ſimilitude I thought I diſcovered between him and 


Woodley. But if I entertained a partiality at firſt 
for. him, becauſe he reminded me of a fotmer com- 
panion, too ſoon he made ſuch an intereſt in my bo- 
ſom, as left him ſuperior there to all others, It is 


your fault, Louila, that I have adverted to this pain- 
tul, 


| 
Gs — SOON IIA TIED, ——E 
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ful, this forbidden ſubject. Why have you mentioned 
the pernicious theme; 

"Why ſhould my father be fo earneſt to have me 
again enter into the pale of aatrimony ? If your 
proſpects are flattering—indulge them, and be happy. 
I” have taſted of the fruit—have found it bitter to 

the palate, and corroding to the heart. Urge me not 
Ihen to run any more hazards ; I have ſuffered ſuffi- 
ciently. Do not, in pity to, Mr, Woodley, encourage 
in him a hope, that perſeverance may ſubdue my te- 
ſolves. Fate is not more igexorable. | I ſhould deſpiſe 
myſelf if Lvvas capable, for one moment, of wiſhing 
to give pain to any mortal. He cannot complain of 
me—he may of Deſtiny ; and, oh! what complaints 
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ave again peruſed your letter; Lam not free, 
Louiſa even if my heart was not devoted to the un- 
fortunate exile. * Haye 1 not ſwoth to my attendant 
Sylph? He, Who preferved me in the day of trial? 
My vows are regiſtered in heaven} I wilf not recede 
from them 1 believe he knows my heart, with all its 
weakneſſes, Oh! my Louiſa, do not diſtteſs me 
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of ming ? or what virtue ſo rigid as to ſay, the is 
not free to enter, into other engagements ? Are your 
affections to lie for ever burſec in the grave of your 
unfortunate huſband ? Heaven, who has given us te- 
newable affections, will not condemn us for making 
a transfer of them, when the continuance of that 
affection can be of no farther advantage to the object. 


But your caſe is different; you have attached your- 
ſelf to a viſionary idea] the man, whoſe memory you 


cheriſh, perhaps, thinks no longer of you; or. would 
he not have ſought you out before this? Are you to 
paſs your life in mourning his abſence, and not endea- 
vour to do juſtice. to the fidelity of one of the moſt 
amiable of men? | we 

Surely, my Julia, theſe ſacrifices are not required 


of you! You condemn my father for being ſo inter- 


eſted in the fate of his friend Woodley !—he only re- 
queſts you to fee him. Why not ſee him as an ac- 
quaintance ? You cannot form the idea of my fa- 
ther's wiſhing to conſtrain you to accept him! All he 
thinks of at preſent is, that you would not ſuffer pre- 
Judices to blind your reaſon, Woodley ſeeks not to 
ſubdue you by perſeverance ; only give him leave to 
try to pleaſe you; only allow him to pay you a viſit. 
Surely, if you are as fixed as fate, you cannot ap- 
prehend the bare fight of him will overturn your re- 
ſolves !. Vou fear more danger than there really is. 
Still we ſay— ee him. My deareſt Julia did not uſe 

.to 


— 
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HERE has my Julia learnt this -inflexibi ity 
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to be inexorable ! My father allows he has now no 
power over you, even if he could form the idea of 


uſing it. ' What then have _ to as Surely you 
have a negative voice | 0] 
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Lam called ujon=—but will end ich the rain 1 
began. See him, and then refufe him eſteem, 
nay Weber your tender ien, 15 70 can. 
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altered | Is this change (not nim 
Near attachment te Mr. opener Can lee 
tethis difference ? If it has may it be a ſtrangeſ 
2 — 1—fot it! has ceaſed to n He ni Louiſi 
rr was once all tciterntſi=-all fofts 
veſs 1 who fond! imy EET nin * "Js Lan 
nnn aur i biitas d ! 


Ani god frientlyy u abe maldesty; „ ee 

0 οοα, as well as: Hemay chide you fof it, 

„Though I alone do feel the injury? 
1 Pak 


2 to whom I have freely expoſed all the failings 
Teuer, 1 imypoſe boſom I have re- 


Nis rumultuous beatings !—all its anxieties ! 


od 
"Oh, " Loviſa! can you forget my confidence in you, 
which would not permit me to conceal even my er- 
rors? Why do you then join with men in ſcorning 
your friend ? You a & my father has now no power 


over me, even if he could form the idea of uſing 

wer. Alas! you have all too much power over 
me! you have the power of rendering me for ever 
miſerable, either by your perſuafions to conſign my- 
ſelf to eternal wretchedneſs ; or by my inexorableneſs, 
as you call it, in flying in the face of perſons fo dear 


!, 
ewe cruel it is in you to arraign the conduct of 
one to whoſe character you are a franger ! What has 
the man, who, unfortunately both for himſelf and me, 
has been too much in my — what has he 
M 5 done, 
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done, that you ſhould ſo deciſively pronounce him to 
de inconſtant, and forgetful of thoſe who ſeemed fo 
dear to him? Why is the delicacy of jour favourite 


to be fo much « commended for his forbearance till the 


year of mourning was near expired ? And what proof 
that another may not be actuated by the ſame delicate 
motive? 
But] will have done with theſe painful interrogay 
tones); they only help to wound +" Kar Gate 
moge than you: have done. 152 oy 
1 good: uncle is better; you have wrung wy 


| er harſh. and unbecoming as it may ſeem in 


Jour. eyes, I wall not return to — . 
am aſſured I ſhall not receive any more 

an his accu. Would beibe content with —— 
be . eaſily entitle himſelt to: it bie till further 


fers earance.. 


My \reſolution is Fred maittor: what. that 1 
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0 UTS'A! 'why was this ſcheme lald 1 re 
vot compoſe. my thoughts'even to aſk you the mäſt 

queſtion Can you judge of my aft6hiſhment? 
the emotions with RI 15 = K Oh no, 0 5 
canndt—you"cannot, Beck le Sou was never ſun 
low in the depths of afflicrion as I. oy een; g 
never have experienced the xtreme 6 
ab have dene Oh yon know n 
feel!—of what L cannot find Words to pres 
don't you come hither?ꝰ—1 doubt whether 1 ſhalt te 
tain my ſenſes till your arrival. ' | © 
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1 BS! 3 vou mall be made ace. 

Nene with the extraordinary change in your 
riend } You had all the mournful particulars - of n 

05 bs efor ne 4 was.conyiuged of yo: 4 

FO yg enee. But what is all 

LY 0 mes gy, proiona dar in 

F wrgund meinung zg: 


d ; | 
aggrave. ler on. . 
Went 19/7 fan. »{Phis is thekalbtioie 


ctunats 
my pen has een that Nerd J n 4 1 org ven nit! 
I was ſuting yeſterday morning in an er in the 
garden, ruminating on bh arious ſcenes which I had 
experienced, and giving myſelf up to the moſt me- 
lancholy. prefayes;:uditn I perceived: a paper fall at 
my. feet. I apprehended it had dropped from my 
pocket in Jakihg bf my handkerchief, which a trick- 
ling tear had juſt before demanded, I ſtooped to pick 
it up; and, to my ſui prize, found it ſealed and ad- 
dreſfed to myſelf. J haſtily broke it open, and my 
Wonder increaſed when | read theſe words: 1. 
„J have been witneſs to the perturbation of your 
mind. How will you atone to yout Sy lph, for not 
a availing yourſelf ofthe privilege of miking applica- 
tion to him in any emergency? If you have loſt 
ur confidence i in him, he is the moſt wreiched of 
| 3 Ts He Matters himſelf he may be inſtrumental 
50 your 1 future felicity, If you are. inclined to be 
indlebte whim for an ſhare of it, you may 2 
ad 5 the 


THEUSYLPH. 25 
the opportunity of ſeeing him in five minutes: Arn 
#6; wk with Tn moſt dove ly. moſt ad oreti 
. of women; for he will appear under a ſemblance 
* nt expected by you. You will ſee in bn Alle 
„ moſt faithful and eonſtant of homah' beings,” | 

I was ſeized with ſuch a trepidation, that 1 -coukd 


hardly fupport myſelf3 but, ſummenin che it: th 
of anal Feen Jaume; 1 1 fad e beg N. m a 
tremulous voree, Let me view my amiable Jylph !* 
Bur oh l What became ofme when at my feet I bes” 
Heid the möſt wiſheddfor, the molt dreaded, Tenunz 
ſen ! I claſped my Rande together, and fhricked with 
à moſt frantic ait, Lang "back half inſenſible on 'the 
ſeat. Cufſe ow my n . ered; throw? 


* arms round me. on e amy Julia b to E 
8 1 ie moſt forlern of Hs il 
Pyr 9-1]: exalted)" ARA Hint 


Or f ftöm Wheries) and de taint you here 
1% Did fot my! Jutta expeRt the?” be alked, in the 
ſoſteſt vdiee and ſweeteſt mam err 
expect you! How ſhould T? alas! T What inttr 
kc mation could 1-Have df Four Arve d „ 
„ From e, He replied} faking! up the büter dr. 
denn by che yt. 160: ht h ybu A Abt Head“ 
":yen's lake b fiſe, and dgravel this m yſteryj. Ny 
* Dran WH! Burt with tHe tbiture vou u. 
.. * If the toveHe ſt of women win purdon / the ſtratat 
pn have practiſec in her unfvfpecting mind, 1 
Write; 0 raV>the Buppieſt gf mars. „Jen 
*. my beloved Julia; 1 aum that inviſtbie eq that 
. e oN eU you'through- the nds life? "P 
„ am that bliſefüd dring; W. g you 
*-thitig Jopetnavital. $101.03 Rat egy | egy 
It is impoſſible, 1 cried, interrd pridg him, ln ft 
«. cannot be nan Ness tO 1 f. 00 1 3 
Wi ver my Ilssrechhett "this p # of 
h inet een ffdent e "drawing Lee 
&-looket'oF he t had nice ſent th the Bylpbe 
*: this,-t6' me inleſtimable, gift no jonger ne 
ehen this dear pate of yourſert 


oy chantment 


fed. -fomt®% 5 


In HE SFT. PH 
„ gave to my wounded ſoul all the nou- 
©: xiſument ſhe- drew, which ſupported me when 
« exiled from all that the world 1 worth living for? 
Have you forgot the vows of laſting fidelity, with 
« which the value of the preſent was enhanced? Oh! 
% ſute you do not. And yet you are filent. "May I 
n not have one word, one look?“ Miez 
Alas!“ cried I, hiding my face from his glancet 3 
e what can ſay? What can Ido? Oh too well 
90 remember all. The conſciouſneſs, that every ſe- 
4 cret of my heart has been laid bate to your | Inſpec+ 
4 tion, covers me with the > deepeſt confuſion,” » 
zee Bear witneſs for me, .cried he, that I never 
„ made an ill uſe of that knowledge. Have +I ever 
N preſumed 2 2, Could you ever diſcover, by 
« the atrogance of Ton-hauſen's conduct, that he had 
i been the happy confidentiof your retired ſentimentsꝰ 
% Believe me, te Stanley, that man will ever ad- 
e mĩre you moſt Who knows moſt your worth; and 
% gh who knows it more, who. adores it more | 
'* than 1 23: E OO TEETER SST Ji Nis J 
4 Still, aid I, 4 cannot compoſe: my ſcattered 
. ſenſes: * All appears a dream: but, truſt me, I doat 
9s "oh the flufion. -- I would not be undeceived, if I 
Am in an error. I would fain perſuade myſelf, that 
but one man on earth is acquainted, with the ſoft- 
. neſs, 4 will not call it weakneſs, of my ſoul; and 
» he the only man who could inſpire that ſoftneſs.” 
Oh l- be perſuaded, moſt angelic. of women,“ ſaid 
| ke, prefling my hand to his lips, be perſuaded of 
by ot etruth, of my-aſſertion, that the Sylph and I are 
u know how you. were cixcumſtanced.” - 
q- 41 a Ves! 1 5 was married renne L.had the +happineſs 
r 0 1 en wa 7 1 {+ 
4 No; vou was tt. MY (aah] 5 
Nat married; — I. was ſeen by 3 you. 7 
% Moſt ſurely not. | Years, years before that exend, 
. I knew, and, knowing, loved you loved you with 
2 all thefordoeſs of a man, while my age was that of 
Kg boy. Mas: acute * her, juvenile co - 
aua | ** niong ? 
4 | 


: F 
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inivas 2 ts prizes worn from cher me 
% Harry; 'Wondjey uſed-ro-weaver te ee quran 
. er Al {64 5 Wey u: Ka R li » 
ph rotett me, Heaven l. cried 1. *:fure; I. am ye 
"hh the land of: fade R 4: Aff, anne Ane 
1 Slſping me in his arms nd 
finiling at my: eee. „544 you: ſhall-Gndiſybiince 
s cahdtſubſtantial joys 700 here: 0 el eee ons. 
Thou Proteus . aid l, ele yſelf from 
his enib acer, MhLl do yow- mean rh — iN 
| 4 —— foyotewt. . Ln us 
To gam my charming Nymph,“ he anſwered- 
— we thus waſte dean en 
lead you to your father.” en ds bs 1 3 29 * 
My father ! Is my father here? 
214 Tes, Heobrowght 1 me hither; perha ; 4 Wood- 
„eq, amunwelcome viſitant. But Tou- have dhe 
cue ENUto reject him??? was ooking fyly ! 
e Donitprefame 0 much, - 1 2 wirke u 
ſmile. Fou have convinced we, bu are capable 
2% of great artifice ;/ but 1 ſhall inſiſt on your: explains 
4% ing your whole: plan of operations, as; an atone- 
% mentd far your double, nay treble dealing. for -# 
think pou:are:theee{in one. But) I amimpatient to 
% behold my father, whom, the moment before 1 
Li ſaw you, I was accuſing of crueltya in ſerking to 
urge me in the favour of one I u determine hes 
% er to ſee˖ !!!“! if Hi as „e Wwoill 3 
But now-ẽ vas han ſeen. kim (it was all ydut 
«< fiſter: required of you you e will you be 
#4. inexorable to his:vows 3: Fila N $4,459 + * 
4 am. defermioed:rtog be; guided by» my Arbe, 
Tried I. & in thismomentous anſtanom "That v 
** 3 andi ſtall ſlrall remain the ſame. v7; 
1..% Suppoſe ahy'Syiph hadi recommend 0cbea 
44. do ꝗ— mand = Woody N What would have 


— of poor Ton-hauſen ? Hs % tan 


M confidence in the Sylph- was? -eftablidh ed. ON 
the conviction of his being my ſafeſt guide 3 as 


8 60 . kave n to Pelton 


te „hand 
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N 5 bead wrhere m. heart was refraQtory. 3 Butz adinit- 
Hog tbe. poſituliry2of the Sylph N Purſuĩng tuth # 


1 mealure, a negative voice would Nee bead allaws ' 


E ed ant 5: add* nd power, human ot divine, ſhould 


4 fidelity to ahy ther than him 22 whom the: ſccrets 
4. of wg; licaztlhaftecbeer ſo long knoyvn. F u ii 
By this time we had meordereacbedatberfionfebdaom 
whentt my: father: dung with: the cutmoft atattity to 
© me- Hs ae prafſed ame to his ve nerahie bfi 
Can my Julia —— her father to 
«receive, ab the beſt pledge dt his! affect ion] this 
galuable preſent? And will: ſhe forgive the fin 
« cent trial we made of her fidelity ae che ml 


« able of men?ꝰ 177 Ktn Eh 2: 


-,*, Ah} E not hat 10: fapj? eder: 15 v here 
* has aheen wafiagement amongſt you But 1 
« fallen Karger the btart<ichs 1 baye: experienced; 
* 1 have emo ved: from chis gantlemamany fuſ- 
icions that I did: not regard him for himſeif alone} 
He haz K think, adopted the character 20. Prior's 
10 2 zz: and I hope he is convinced that the faĩth- 
* ful 3 not- u fiction of .theupoet's brain 1 
5 know noty: 1 ! corifinued;; by wit: name 10 call 
Fs hm? 103140: Hr „ade ASG8} vi blodsd 
c3 %Cidttne.zaard,? critd be, - und that with be.the 
©; hight vile Eſhall ene afpice 10. But - your; ſhall 
„% Know all, as indeed you have a right to do. N 
4;daftdis andſobb, Iiope, ane, related to you the 
ee attachment Which I had formed fot you in my den 
66 .derel years, which, like: the inciſiom on the infant 
E, vg end bon nd gr auh, endo firengtbehed 
Nin rem She ſihewiſe told! ¹ Tuteht 
« how faim, hair madequare l my ſeekug dy alte 6 
++ + mremecaiguith: that ſeibed me &hen Þ fqqus 5 
e min Diſtrattion ſurrounded wme'; Acc. 
, not give words to hy grief and deſpair. 1, I ned — | 


al ich had loft its only atimetdye power: In 
©, the nit pirozy ſm. of affliftion} bknew-not hat re- 
of rr, Fwirote- * to 


Dan * give 


% have conſtrained that voice to breathè outaivoty of 
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« give reſt or eaſe to my over · burdened heart; for 
« that, alas l could receive no diminution nor to 
complain, for ſurely I could not complain of 5 
My form was not imprinted on your mind, though 
« yours had worn itſelf * fo. deep a trace in mine. 
. Spencer oppoſed my reſolution of returning to Ger- 1 

« many, where I had formed ſome, connexions (only 
« friendly ones, my Julia, but, as ſuch, infinitely | 
« tender). He it was that, vrged me to take the 
« name of Ton-hauſen, as that title belonged to an 15 
« eſtate which devolved to me from the death of on 
„of the moſt valuable inen in the world, Who kad 5 
« ſunk into his grave, as the only aſy ſum fron . 
N combination of woes, As ſome years ! had ela fed, 
in which I had increaſed in bulk and ſtature, join- 
e ed to my having had the ſmall-pox fince I had been 
« ſeen by 1 thought it more than probable you 
« would not recollect my perſon. I hardly know _ 
« what I propoſed to myſelf, from cloſing with him 
4 in this henne, only that 1 take Heaven to Witneſs, 
66 


© I never meant to injure, you z and I hope Ley $ 
whole tenor of my conduct has convinced you i 
e ſincere J was in that profeſſion. From the 9 © 
& i rr ularity of your late huſband's life, I had a 
4 Fri root th that you would at one time or "other 
«be free from your engagements.” T reybred Vo as 
« one, to whom J hoped to be united'; if not in this 
« world, I n:'71; be a Kindred-angel' With vou in e 
« next. Your virtuous ſoul could not fock its 2 
< *nial friend in ihe for and un in ' whic 
61 „red. I dared of truſt 5. elk to offer. to ck You, 
4 your guide. I knew the chirenie hazard I ſflobld 
« run ; and that, with all the innocent 9 50e . 
e the world, we might both be untote by out' off 
© before reaſon could come to out offi ftiice 
* ſaw I had the happineſs to be'difting * ned by 2 
* wr 5 that ai. e ſe my acht 
ou, excited in me the elite. of r 1 5 — oy. 
6 1 worthy of yout efteba/3* Br 1 
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**. that eſteem I refuſed myſelf the dear privilege of, 
+ foliciting for. I ated with the utmoſt caution ;. 

« and if, under the character of the Sylph,. I dived 
into the receſſes of your ſoul, and drew. irom, thence, 
the ſecret attachment you profeſſed for the happy. 
© Baron, it was not ſo much to gratify the vanity of my 
heart, as to put you on your guard, leſt ſome of the 
*. invidious wretches about you ſhould propagate any 
reports to your prejudice ; and, dear as the ſacrifice. 
coſt me, I tore myſelf from your loved pieſence on 
4% a ſarcaſm which Lady Anne Parker threw out con- 
% cerning us. I withdrew ſome miles from London, 
and left Spencer there to apprize me of any change 
in your circumſtances. I gave you to underitand 1 
* hadquitted the kingdom; but that was a feverity I 
could not impoſe upon myſelf: however, 1 con- 
„ ſtrained myſelf to take a reſolution of never again 
«" appearing in your preſence till J ſhould have the 
« liberty of indulging my paſſion without reſtraint. 
« Nine parts of ten in the world may .condemn my 
« procedure as altogether romantic. I believe few 
« will find it imitable ; but J have nice feelings, and 
I could act no other than I did. I could not, you 
„ fee, bear to be the rival of myſelf. That I have 
« proved under both the characters I afſumed ; and 
% had I found you had forgotten Ton-hauſen, Wood-. 
s ley would have heen deprived of one of the moſt 
« delicate pleaſures a refined taſte can experience. 
« ang now all that remains is to intreat the forgive- 
heſs of my amiable Julia, for eſs pious frauds ; 
& nd to reaſſure her ſhe ſhall, if he heart of man is 


— 
FE 
* " 


” a 


N 


1 not deceitful above all things, never repent the 
confidence ſhe placed in her faithful Sylph, the 
« affection ſhe honoured the happy Ton-hauſen with, 
* nor the eſteem, notwithſtanding his obſtinate per- 
1 ſeverance, which ſhe charitably beſtowed, on that 
« unfortunate wiel erregt Harry Woodley.” » 


i. 
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life with ſuch a variable being. However, my father 
undertakes to anſwer for him in future. 

J affure you, my dear Maria, you are mack in- 
debted to me for this recital, for L have borrowed the 
time out of the might, As the. Whole day has been 
taken up in a manner you 1 more en been than” 
Lean deſcribe. © 4/04 7 7 U 

Say every thing that is civil to ip George on. my: 
part, as you are conſcious I have no time to beſtow: 
” an . 0 men than thoſe by whom I am ſurround- 

expect wy _ 1 her ſwain to- morre w-. 
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e ee 42 ates F.C 43300- 3 237: £ , 
V. O b * bardly wks your old WIRE) 
again, he is ſo totally altered; you remè mber his pen- 
five air, and gentle unaſſuming manner, which ſeemed _ 
to beſpeak the protection of every one. Inſtead of a 
this, he ds ſoalert, fo briſk} and as ſuch a fancy | 
| france in his whole deportment, as: really — 
and, I freely own, Helighis me, as I am happily con- 
vinced, that it is owing to myſelf that he is thus 
differe pio m What he was. Let bim de What. he 
will, * will ever be dear to me. 

© Ewan himito. relate to me all the- pedbicvlees of 
to frien Frederick, the late Baron's, misfortunes. 
He ſays, the recital would fill a volume, but that! 1 
Mall peruſe ſome papers on the ſubject ſome time or 
other, when we are tired of being: chearful, but that 
now we have better employment: 1 therefore euren 
for the preſent, \ 

l admire my fiſter's choice very eb, io is an 
| agreeable man, and extremely lively: „much more ſo 
naturally, notwithſtanding the airs ſome folks give 
themſelves, than my Proteus. Louiſa too is quite 
alive ; Mr, Stanley has forgot the gout; and my fa- 
ther js ready to. dance at the wedding of his dest 
daughter, which, I ſuppoſe, will take place foon.  - 

Pray how do you go on? Are you near your ac- 
eouche ment? or dare you venture to travel as far as 
Stanley 288 for my uncle wil not part with uny of 
us yet. | 
Ah ! T can-write no on er; they threaten to bene 
the pen from my band; a J may prevent ſuch a 
ſoleciſm i in politeneſs, | will de ane ow 
ay, {eadereit yilkes. b þ 
I Aceh "allowed; | 
ads cored | JULIA STANLEY. 
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po my word, a pretty kind of a romantic 
adventure you have made of it, and the concluſion of 
the buſineſs juſt as it ſhould be, and quite in the line 
of poet ical juſtice. Virtue ee e and Vice 
dragged at her chariot-wheels :—for I heard yeſterday, 
that Lord Biddulph was ſelling off all his moveables, 
and had. moved himſelf out of the kingdom. Now 
my old friend Montague ſhould be ſent on board the 
Juftitia, and al/'s well that ends well, As to your 
Porteus, with all his aliases, I think he muſt be quite 
a Machiavel in artifice. Heaven ſend he may never 
change again! I ſhould be half _ of ſuch a Will 
of-the-wiſp lover. Firſt this, then that, now the other, 
and always the fame. But bind him, bind him, Julia, 
in adamantine chains ; make ſure of him, while he is 
yet in your power ; and follow, with all convenient 
{peed, the dance your ſiſter is going to lead off. Oh! 
e is in a mighty hurry ! Let me hear what ſhe will 
ſay when ſhe has been married ten months, as poor I 
have been! and here muſt be kept priſoner with all 
the diſpoſitions, in the world for freedom 
What an acquiſition- our two huſbands will be! I 
beſpeak them both for godfathers; pray tell them ſo. 
Do you know, I wanted to perſuade Sir George to 
take a trip, juſt to fee how you proceed in this affair; 
but, I bluſh to tell you, he would not hear of any 
ſuch thing, - becauſe he is in expectation of a little 
impertinent viſitor, and would not be from home for 
the world. Tell it not in Gath, Thank heaven, the 
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 _ . diffolute-tribe in London know nothing of it. But, 
bdbelieye, none of our ſet will be anxious about their 
ſentiments. While we feel gutſelves happy, we ſhall 
t think it no ſacrifice to- give up all the nonſenſe and 
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